AGENDA

Maple Lake City Council and Planning Commission
Joint Work Session

September 9, 2026 at 6:00 p.m.

Council Chambers, Maple Lake City Hall

RULES OF CIVILITY FOR OUR COMMUNITY
The City of Maple Lake expects everyone appearing at Council Meetings to follow some basic rules of civility —
elected officials, staff, citizens, and visitors. It is hoped that by following these simple rules, everyone’s opinions
can be heard and understood in a reasonable manner. It is understood that everyone will follow these principles:
Show Respect For Each Other * Actively Listen To One Another * Keep Emotions In Check
* Use Respectful Language

1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call
3. Approval of Agenda

4. Business
a. Strategic Discussion on Code Enforcement

5. Adjournment
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Types of Code Enforcement
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* Reactive
* Complaint based process

 Proactive

* City developed plan to systematically evaluate and identify code enforcement
issues

e Combined

* i.e.- Spring proactive identification and notification of property owners for
identified issues, reactive approach remainder of year



Types of Code Enforcement
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* Nuisance Code

* Junk
* Weeds
* Vehicles in driveway

e Zoning Enforcement
e OQutdoor Storage/Storage Containers
* “Reasonable” exterior storage of recreational vehicles & yard maintenance equipment

* Hazardous Building
* Building Code Issue — Building Official Involved
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Methods of Code Enforcement
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e Misdemeanor Citations
* |n current code

* Process Steps
» Step 1: Staff initial process - letters
» Step 2: Refer to Sheriff — case review, citation issued
e Step 3: County Attorney files charges on citation
* Step 4: Court process
* Possible Outcomes:
* Misdemeanor conviction
* 30daysin jail
* $1000 fine
* |ssues:
* Wright County Contract Inconsitencies
e Delays to get code sections in charging system



Methods of Code Enforcement

e Abatement
* |n current code

* Process Steps:
e Step 1: Staff initial process - letters
e Step 2: Council Hearing — Resolution to Abate
* Step 3: Court Filing/Hearing — Order to Abate
* Possible Outcomes
* Court order directing abatement
» City contract for services to remove items in court order
* Costs assessed to tax role
* Additional court action to assess legal fees

* |ssues

* Expense to city to front all fees and wait for funds from tax assessment
* Not allowed to abate items without a court order
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Methods of Code Enforcement
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e Administrative Citations
 Not in current code

* Process Steps:
» Step 1: Staff initial process - letters
» Step 2: Staff/Council issue administrative citation
» Step 3: Right to appeal to Independent Hearing Officer
» Step 4: Right to appeal to District Court
* Possible Outcomes
* Fines assessed per structure in code/fee schedule

* |ssues:

* Legal basis
* Expense for legal fees and Independent Hearing Officer responsibility of city



Methods of Code Enforcement
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* City Supported Programs

* Dumpster Program

* Demolition Program
City Wide Clean-up volunteer coordination
* Community Service Organization Support
e Others

* Education
* Articles for Newspaper/website
e Q&A Column for Newspaper/website
e Social Media Campaign
* Speak at local service group meetings



Means of Code Enforcement

Required Players

e Current Staff
e Central Hub
e Citizen contact

e Legal
Optional Players Needed

e Landform

* Time Availability (Reactive/Proactive)
* New Contract

* RFP for Code Enforcement Services
* Part-time Community Service Officer
* Temporary position —1-2 years
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Specialized Areas

 THC/Cannabis Requirements
* County JPA

* Massage License Requirements
 State legislation
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Next Steps
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e Code Updates
* Nuisance
* Zoning
e Others
* Solidifying Means
e Contract/RFP Drafting
* Potential Recruitment

* Process Development
* Educational Materials Development
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