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MAPLE LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
December 5, 2023 Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Lynn Kissock. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ROLL CALL 
Council Members Present: John Haack, Wayne Paumen, Scott Chantland, Lori Hausken and Lynn Kissock.  
Absent: none 
Others Present: Kurt Hausken, Nathaniel Martin, Kris Logas, Dale Hartwig, Bruce Ballweber, Mary Jean 
Ballweber, Wright Co Deputy Bauman, Renee Eckerly, City Administrator; Ang Berthiaume, Liquor Store 
Manager; Jamison Quast, Cable Commission. 
 
OPEN FORUM – no one 
 
AGENDA APPROVAL 
Eckerly requested the following removal from the agenda: 

Consent Agenda item a. remove City Council minutes October 3, 2023, and November 21, 2023. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Kissock/Haack to approve the agenda with the removal of City Council minutes as 
recommended. All present voted in favor.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Approve minutes – City Council Special November 27, 2023. 
b. Approval of Paid Invoice Report from 11/01/2023 - 11/30/2023(emailed) and check register from 

11/01/2023 – 11/30/2023 in the amount of $631,670.47. 
c. Motion to approve Resolution 2023-55 Approving 2024 On Sale Liquor & Sunday Liquor Licenses - 

American Legion Post 131 & H H Meat, Deli & Catering Inc. 
d. Approval of Year End Transfers 

• $16,500 from Ambulance Fund to Fire Relief Association 
• $16,500 from Fire Department Fund to Fire Relief Association 
• $5,000 from Ambulance Fund to Fire Department Fund 
• $10,000 from Liquor Store Fund to Park Capital Improvement 
• $50,000 from Liquor Store Fund to General Fund 

 
A motion was m/s/p, Hausken/Paumen to approve the consent agenda. All present voted in favor. 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

a. Liquor Store Manager Report – Ang Berthiaume 
Berthiaume, Liquor Store Manager, reported and reviewed the quotes for repairing the liquor store building 
from the accident. She will investigate filing for restitution to help pay for the damage besides the suspect’s 
mother’s auto insurance. 

b. Public Works Director/Airport Manager Report – Al Hudek no report/not in attendance 
c. Administrative Report.  

Eckerly, City Administrator, reported on finishing assessments to Wright County, processing water bills due to 
staff being out sick, creating agendas for Airport Commission and Council, attending Airport Commission 
meeting, meet with the investigator on November 15, 2023, waiting on agreement to be returned by Barna, 
Guzy & Steffen to start the organizational study. She reported that there will be a Park Board meeting on 
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Monday December 11, 2023, at 5:00 p.m. for a presentation from a Boy Scout working on his Eagle Scout 
badge. 
 
Mayor Kissock reported that she will not be able to attend the January 2, 2024, Council meeting. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Kissock/Haack to set Wednesday, January 3, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. for the first meeting of 
the new year. All present voted in favor. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

a. Mike Raiche, LPOA Lake Association discuss watercraft cleaning station for the Maple Lake 
beach. 

Raiche, Maple Lake Property Owners Association gave a presentation regarding obtaining funding from Wright 
County Soil & Water for two watercraft cleaning stations. These would be self-operated at both accesses to 
Maple Lake to vacuum off debris from boats to prevent aquatic invasive species from being transported. 
Wright County does the maintenance, removes the debris and pays for the cell service. The cell service is 
utilized to obtain data from the machine. Currently Maple Lake does have zebra mussels.  The Association 
currently hires divers four times a year to check access and remove aquatic invasive species to try to prevent 
them from spreading in the lake.  He reported the machines cost approximately $35,000 each and if the 
Association can raise more than 50% of the match the odds of getting funded are better. This evening he is 
asking for a letter of support for the project. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Hausken/Kissock to approve a letter of support for adding a watercraft cleaning station 
at the Maple Lake beach access to help prevent aquatic invasive species. All present voted in favor. 
 
Old / Other Business 

a. Update on Rental Dwelling License Ordinance – scheduling meeting. 
Eckerly, City Administrator reported that she has not received any emails from any of the rental property 
owners regarding dates for a workshop. She does have the Rules and Regulations for Paumen Townhome 
Association (Cedar Place). Eckerly inquired if a letter should be sent out to the rental property owners since 
the first letter stated January 2024 as a tentative approval date. The Council stated that they are not in any 
rush and to have a letter sent stating such and inform them of a workshop on January 10, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. 
Eckerly will contact Dave Anderson, City Attorney and Tracy Reimann, MNSPECT code enforcement. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Kissock/Haack to schedule a Workshop for Wednesday, January 10, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. 
regarding the draft rental dwelling ordinance. All present voted in favor. 
 

b. Committee Reports 
i.  11/27/2023 Special Council meeting – 2024 Budget (Kissock) 

Kissock reported the Council discussed at length and reviewed the 2024 proposed budget line by line. There 
were three proposals presented 11%, 10% and when the meeting ended the budget was tat 9% which is down 
10% from Septembers’ proposal of 19%. 
  
A motion was m/s/p, Kissock/Chantland to open the Public Hearing – Truth in Taxation at 7:00 p.m. All present 
voted in favor. 
 
Public Hearing - Truth in Taxation 
 
Eckerly, City Administrator presented the requirements for the hearing and that it is meant to help the 
taxpayer understand their property tax. She reported the largest impact to the 2024 budget was an increase in 
debt service (bond payments) with two projects this summer the payments in 2024 are up $212,603. The 
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contract for police protection with Wright County increased $76,133 and $16,000 in 2023. There is a 
crack/seal project for roads in 2024 for $150,000. She reviewed the impact on property values at 7% and 9% 
levy increases. She presented that the reserves for the city are $1,383,496.00 per the presentation by Conway, 
Deuth & Schmiesing on October 3, 2023. The policy states 35% of the previous year’s expenditures must be in 
reserves which would be approximately $680,000. The Council directed Eckerly to take from reserves 
approximately $100,000 to get the levy to a 5% increase. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Kissock/Chantland to close the Public Hearing – Truth in Taxation and re-open the regular 
meeting at 7:40 p.m. All present voted in favor. 

 
Announcements/Dates to Remember 

a. Wright County Notice of Public Hearing – Jean Dufresne 3955 Donnelly Drive NW on Friday, Dec. 8, 
2023, at 8:30 a.m. at the Government Center in Buffalo, MN. 

b. League of MN Cities – 2024 Elected Leaders institute – Advanced Program, Plymouth, Feb. 9-10, 2024, 
or Alexandria Feb. 23-24, 3024. 
 

December 2023 dates to remember: 
• Chamber of Commerce meeting, Wednesday, Dec. 6, 2023, at Madigan’s 
• Special Airport Commission meeting, Wednesday, Dec. 6, 2023, at 5:00 pm 
• Holiday Wine & Spirits Tasting, Wednesday, Dec. 6, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. at the American 

Legion 
• Highway 55 Corridor Coalition meeting, Friday, Dec. 8, 2023, at 9:30 a.m. 
• ADDED: Park Board meeting, Monday, Dec. 11, 2023, at 5:000 p.m. 
• Fire Relief Board meeting, Tuesday, Dec. 12, 2023, at 5:45 p.m. 
• CANCELLED: Planning Commission Meeting, Tuesday, Dec. 12, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. 
• City Council Meeting, Tuesday, Dec. 19, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. 
• Wright County Mayors Association meeting, Wednesday, Dec. 20, 2023, at 6:00 pm in St. 

Michael 
• City Hall Closed- Christmas Eve, Friday, Dec. 22, 2023 
• City Hall Closed – Christmas Day, Monday, Dec. 25, 2023 
• ADDED: January 3, 2024, Special 1st City Council meeting of 2024, at 6:00 p.m.  

Adjournment 
 

A motion was m/s/p, Haack/Hausken to adjourn at 7:43 p.m.  All present voted in favor. 

        Attest,    
       

        Renee Eckerly   
        City Administrator 


