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MAPLE LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
November 21, 2023 Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Lynn Kissock. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ROLL CALL 
Council Members Present: John Haack, Wayne Paumen, Scott Chantland, Lori Hausken and Lynn Kissock.  
Absent: none 
Others Present: Kurt Hausken, Jan Paumen, Deb Geyen, Chris Paumen, Gordy Paumen, Ross Danielson, 
Natasha Ordorff, Kelly Logeais, Gary Stang, Tracy Reimann, MNSPECT, Wright Co Deputy Bauman, Renee 
Eckerly, City Administrator; Al Hudek, Public Works Director/Airport Manager; Chuck Boser, City Engineer-
Stantec; Sam Ketchum, City Attorney-Kennedy & Graven; Jamison Quast, Cable Commission. 
 
OPEN FORUM  
Deb Geyen, 400 Oak Avenue S was present to inquire about the status of the checkbook balancing and 
meeting minutes. She inquired about who is working late and how are these people being paid. She 
commented on the importance of the budget and reviewing it line by line. The proposed levy is too high, and 
the Council needs to get it reduced. 
Ross Danielson owns multiple rental properties in the city limits and was present to give feedback on the draft 
Rental Dwelling ordinance. He commented that there are multiple agencies that have set standards for rental 
property that landlords already have to comply with at this time. Tenants already have rights. He spoke 
regarding the specific section regarding the revoking of a license which would cause the tenant to be evicted 
and then the city would be sued. He stated that the ordinance is a way for the city to regulate the way people 
live, look for drugs and eliminate affordable housing.  He sees no benefit for the city, except to cost the 
tenants more to rent. 
Natasha Ordorff, 66 Linden Avenue was present to give feedback on the draft Rental Dwelling ordinance. She 
currently rents to her son so the ordinance would not affect her. She reported Maple Lake is a great place, but 
this ordinance will open up the city to legal issues. She is not aware of the battles or struggles that have been 
happening, but this is not a good idea. She would like to have a sit-down meeting. 
 
AGENDA APPROVAL 
Eckerly requested the following removal from the agenda: 

Consent Agenda item a. remove City Council minutes October 3, 2023. 
New Business add item e. Resolution 2023-53 Authorizing Summary Publication of Ordinance 2023-11 

An Ordinance Amending the Maple Lake Zoning Ordinance & the Maple Lake City Code Related to Dogs and 
Animals. 

New Business add item g. Motion to purchase one Hip Shade in blue from Minnesota/Wisconsin 
Playground for the beach for $8,756.00 from Park Capital Improvement. The Park Board has recommended 
approval. 

Old Business add item d. Resolution 2023-54 Authorizing Summary Publication of Ordinance 2023-54 
An Ordinance Adding a New Chapter 17 to the Maple Lake City Code Regarding Rental Dwelling Licenses. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Chantland/Paumen to approve the agenda with the removal/addition of items as 
recommended. All present voted in favor.  
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
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a. Approve minutes – City Council Closed October 3, 2023, Special City Council November 8, 2023, 
City Council November 8, 2023, Planning Commission October 10, 2023, and Park Board August 
14, 2023. 

b. Liquor Store Manager Report – Ang Berthiaume, Liquor Store Manager. 
c. Investment Report 
d. Approve Contractor’s (LaTour Construction Inc) Request for Final Payment in the amount of 

$49,339.54 for the 2021 Street Project. 
e. Approve Gambling license for Knights of Columbus Father’s O’Brien #3613 at 4500 E Hwy 55 

(Maple Lake Fishing Derby) on February 3, 2024. 
f. Approve Resolution 2023-50 Accepting Donation from First Response Fire & Safety for a hose 

roller 1 with a value of $3,900 for the Maple Lake Fire Department. 
g. Approve Resolution 2023-51 Accepting Donation from William Ditter/Dollars for Doers in the 

amount of $100.00 for the Maple Lake Fire Department. 
h. Approve Resolution 2023-52 Accepting Donation from Ramsey Lake property Owners Association 

Inc in the amount of $600.00 for the Maple Lake Fire Department rescue boat purchase. 
i. Approve Master Service Agreement with Stantec Consulting Services, Inc. 

 
A motion was m/s/p, Hausken/Paumen to approve the consent agenda. All present voted in favor. 
 
WRIGHT COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 

a.) October Monthly Reports 
Deputy Bauman was present to review the October report and answer questions. He reported that everyone 
should call 911 to report all situations so that they get recorded at the Sheriffs department. He gave an update 
on the speeding on Oak Ave S (County Rd 7).  He reported that when they monitor one road then speeding 
increases at another. He has contacted Wright County Highway department to discuss the situation. He is 
issuing tickets to repeat offenders and they do not seem to care. The Council suggested getting the shared 
blinking speeding sign from Annandale and adding on Oak Avenue S. There was a short discussion regarding 
trucks not being ticketed for driving on 1st Street since it is posted not to be a Truck route. 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

a. Engineer’s Report – Chuck Boser 
Boser, City Engineer, reported the 2023 Street project will have a final lift of bituminous in the spring, and the 
grass restoration is good. The 2023 Mill & Overlay project is complete but will watch the grass restoration in 
the spring to make sure it took hold. The 2021 Street project is complete including the punch list and closed 
out. They are working on some concept drawings for Taxiway H and cost estimates for Taxiway A at the 
Airport. 

b. Public Works Director/Airport Manager Report – Al Hudek  
Hudek, Public Works Director/Airport Manager reported the department replaced the hydrant at Bolduan 
park because it was leaking. The department is working on GIS and labeling hydrants. The street sweeping, 
trees and sidewalks downtown, and a curb stop at Irish Stadium were all done and fixed. The department has 
been working on cleaning catch basins. The Railroad crew fixed the puddling on Oak Avenue. The remaining 
water meters to be replaced are located at the trailer park and 3 other properties. The lighting of the tree’s 
downtown was discussed, and the Downtown Business group is working on a plan. 

c. Administrative Report.  
Eckerly, City Administrator reported on she has been working on the final 2024 budget, creating agendas and 
attending the Park Board meeting. She has been working on Council projects from the last meeting, minutes 
and sending out second notices to delinquent utility accounts. She attended a meeting regarding the Maple 
Lake Apartment Homes. She addressed the concerns from Deb Geyen. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
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a. Gary Stang, Maple Lake Apartment Homes review Concept Plan. 
Stang, Maple Lake Apartment Homes gave a presentation the Concept Plan for two 58-unit apartment 
complexes on 10 acres on Oak Avenue S (County Rd 7) currently owned by the McAlpines. The Concept plan 
had been presented to the Planning Commission and he received positive feedback. The density is higher than 
the city allows, and the land use will need to be addressed with the plating process. The Council discussed the 
entrance and exit off County Road 7, which will require improvements. The rent amounts were discussed 
along with affordable housing. The cost of construction is high and the fact that bank financing is challenging. 
Boser, City Engineer commented on the utility infrastructure and requirements. He mentioned that the lift 
station on 4th Street might be eliminated with this project. The Council gave positive feedback. The new 5th 
Street was discussed as a city street project and then assessed back to the property to ensure the oversizing 
and looping of utilities is completed properly. 

b. Discuss code and nuisance violations on 37 Maple Ave N (PID 110-012-002080) with MNSPECT 
Representative. 

Tracy Reimann, MNSPECT Representative gave a report on the ongoing violations on 37 Maple Avenue N. He 
reviewed the letters that have been sent to date. The owner has removed five of the vehicles off the property, 
but more remain. The property may have a purchase agreement. He recommends the abatement action to 
continue at this time by setting a public hearing for December 19, 2023, for the property owner to come 
before the Council. After the public hearing, the city can go to court to get action to proceed with 
enforcement and cleaning up the property and assessing the cost back to the property. The timeframe 
depends on the property owner’s ability to cooperate.  
 
A motion was m/s/p, Kissock/Hausken to set a public hearing for December 19, 2023, to provide the owner of 
37 Maple Avenue with an opportunity to address the violations. 4 votes in favor and 1 opposed (Haack), 
motion passed. 
 

c. Discuss purchase H2O Analytics app for $4,695.00 one-time fee/$3,600.00 recurring fee and 
Leak Monitoring Service for $4,790.00 (with $2,895.00 annual subscription) paid from water and 
sewer fund.  

Al Hudek, Public Works Director reported that the H2O Analytics application will allow residents to monitor 
their own water usage and be notified of a leak within hours of it happening. The heavy usage will notify the 
resident and send an alert to the Public Works Department. This application will help reduce large charges to 
residents that are not discovered until the water meters are ready every 30 days. The Leak Monitoring Service 
will monitor the water mains for leaks and notify the Public Works Department before they become major 
leaks. The software will give the Department a general area of the leak. The goal is to reduce water loss. 
Hudek would like to wait and install in the spring of 2024. The Council discussed pricing and need. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Haack/Paumen to approve the purchase of the H2O Analytics app for $4695.00 which is a 
one-time fee and then an annual fee of $3,600.00 and the Leak Monitoring Service for $4,790.00 which is a 
one-time fee and then an annual fee of $2,895.00 annually paid from water and sewer fund.  All present voted 
in favor. 
 

d. Motion to approve Resolution 2023-49 Designating Polling Place for 2024 Elections. 
 

A motion was m/s/p, Hausken/Chantland to approve Resolution 2023-49 Designating Polling Place for 2024 
Elections. All present voted in favor. 

 
e. Discuss draft Ordinance 2023-11 Amending the Maple Lake Zoning Ordinance & The Maple Lake 

City Code related to Dogs and Animals. The Planning Commission has recommended approval. 
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Additional action: Motion to Approve Resolution 2023-53 Authorizing Summary Publication of 
Ordinance 2023-11 An Ordinance Amending the Maple Lake Zoning Ordinance & the Maple Lake 
City Code Related to Dogs and Animals. 

Mayor Kissock summarized the memorandum from Dave Anderson, City Attorney this change would be 
eliminating the Conditional Use and creating it as an Interim Use permit in regards to kennels and eliminate 
dog licensing.   

 
A motion was m/s/p, Haack/Kissock to approve Ordinance 2023-11 Amending the Maple Lake Zoning 
Ordinance & the Maple Lake City Code related to Dogs and Animals. All present voted in favor. 

 
A motion was m/s/p, Kissock/Haack to approve Resolution 2023-53 Authorizing Summary Publication of 
Ordinance 2023-11 An Ordinance Amending the Maple Lake Zoning Ordinance & the Maple Lake City Code 
Related to Dogs and Animals. All present voted in favor. 

 
f. Discuss Fire Escrow Law 

Ketchum, City Attorney reported that this is a legal option available to the City to ensure that properties 
damaged by fires and explosions are repaired, replaced, or removed. Minnesota Statutes, Section 65A.50 
authorizes the City to establish a trust or escrow account to receive insurance settlement proceeds from 
insurance claims on property located in the City that is damaged by fire or explosion. The City Council directed 
Ketchum to come back with the Ordinance to be adopted.  
 

g. Motion to purchase one Hip Shade in blue from Minnesota/Wisconsin Playground for the beach 
for $8,756.00 from Park Capital Improvement. The Park Board has recommended approval. 

Hudek, Public Works Director reported that the Hip Shade is to cover one picnic table in the middle of the 
area. The warranty was discussed at length at the Park Board.  
 
A motion was m/s/p, Haack/Hausken to approve purchase of one Hip Shade in blue from Minnesota/Wisconsin 
Playground for the beach for $8,756.00 from Park Capital Improvement. All present voted in favor. 
 
Old / Other Business 

a. Motion to approve Resolution 2023-48 Increasing Fire Pension Benefit from $2,500 to $2,800 per 
year. 

Eckerly, City Administrator reported that the Council had previously approved this action by motion but she 
was informed by Chris McClory, Maple Lake Fire Relief Association that it needs to be by Resolution. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Kissock/Haack to approve Resolution 2023-48 Increasing Fire Pension Benefit from 
$2,500 to $2,800. All present voted in favor. 
 

b. Discuss Compensation Worth quotes. 
The Council discussed and table until the Organization study is complete. They would like to know the 
difference between options 2 and 3 under David Drown Associates Company quote. 

c. Discuss Organizations Study quotes. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Kissock/Hausken to approve the quote from Barna, Guzy & Steffen Ltd for City 
Organizational Analysis not to exceed $7,500. All present voted in favor. 
 

d. Discuss draft Rental Dwelling Licenses Ordinance 
The Council discussed originally, they wanted language to protect the landlord to be included in the ordinance, 
but cities are being sued over that language, so it was removed. There is rental property that is not being 
maintained which decreases the value of the abutting properties. Some of the rental property owners do not 



Maple Lake City Council  November 21, 2023 Page 5 of 6 
 

live here and without an ordinance the city has no recourse. The Council requested that the rental property 
owners in attendance email the City Administrator with dates that work for a meeting to discuss the 
ordinance. No action was taken on Resolution 2023-54 Authorizing Summary Publication of Ordinance 2023-
54 An Ordinance Adding a New Chapter 17 to the Maple Lake City Code Regarding Rental Dwelling Licenses. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Kissock/Haack to table the draft Rental Dwelling Ordinance and schedule a Workshop. All 
present voted in favor. 
 

e. Committee Reports 
i. 11/13/2023 Park Board meeting (Hausken, Haack) 

Haack reported the Board learned that a DNR grant was applied for that would asphalt 53rd St NW to the 
Highway 55 entrance. The city would be responsible for asphalting the parking lot. The Board discussed park 
cameras, that the MNDOT cannot fix the guardrail until they get parts and why pickleball courts have not been 
constructed after the city gave the school district $10,000 for their completion. 

ii. 11/14/2023 Planning Commission meeting (Chantland) 
Chantland reported the items from their agenda were on tonight’s agenda. The Commission also discussed the 
need for industrial land. There has been a lot of talk, but no action and the land may be gone before action is 
taken.  

iii. 11/15/2023 Library Board meeting (Kissock) 
Kissock reported that the Board has new members and fundraising was discussed. 
 
Announcements/Dates to Remember 

a. 2024 Tax Rates from Wright County 
b. Wright County Soil & Water Conservation District is requesting comments on the draft Aquatic 

Invasive Species Report & Plan. 
 

November 2023 dates to remember: 
• City Hall Closed Thursday & Friday, Nov. 23 and 24, 2023 – Holiday. 
• Special City Council Meeting – 2024 Budget, Monday, Nov. 27, 2023, at 6:00 pm 

 
December 2023 dates to remember: 

• Christmas in Maple Lake Festival, Saturday, Dec. 2, 2023, at 10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
Downtown 

• City Council Meeting & Truth-In-Taxation Hearing, Tuesday, Dec. 5, 2023, at 6:00 pm 
• Chamber of Commerce meeting, Wednesday, Dec. 6, 2023, at Madigan’s 
• Special Airport Commission meeting, Wednesday, Dec. 6, 2023, at 5:00 pm 
• Holiday Wine & Spirits Tasting, Wednesday, Dec. 6, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. at the American 

Legion 
• Highway 55 Corridor Coalition meeting, Friday, Dec. 8, 2023, at 9:30 a.m. 
• Fire Relief Board meeting, Tuesday, Dec. 12, 2023, at 5:45 p.m. 
• Planning Commission Meeting, Tuesday, Dec. 12, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. 
• City Council Meeting, Tuesday, Dec. 19, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. 
• Wright County Mayors Association meeting, Wednesday, Dec. 20, 2023, at 6:00 pm in St. 

Michael 
• City Hall Closed- Christmas Eve, Friday, Dec. 22, 2023 
• City Hall Closed – Christmas Day, Monday, Dec. 25, 2023 

 
 
Adjournment 
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A motion was m/s/p, Haack/Chantland to adjourn at 8:35 p.m.  All present voted in favor. 

        Attest,    
       

        Renee Eckerly   
        City Administrator 


