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SPECIAL MAPLE LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
November 8, 2023 Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Mayor Lynn Kissock. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Council Members Present: John Haack, Wayne Paumen, Scott Chantland, Lori Hausken and Lynn Kissock.  
Absent: none 
Others Present: Steve Peterson, Fire Chief, Tom Lauer, Ambulance Director, Bill Blizil, Kirk Larson, Wright Co 
Deputy Weinzetl, Renee Eckerly, City Administrator; Mary Tietjen, City Attorney, Kennedy & Graven; Jamison 
Quast, Cable Commission. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT MATTER  
The City Council will discuss information related to the Fire Department that was brought forward by a 
concerned person and determine whether additional follow-up action is necessary. 
 
Mary Tietjen, City Attorney discussed the nature of the subject matter in a general format. She informed the 
Council that more details are available by contacting the City Administrator. She is present tonight to request 
authorization to hire a third-party investigator attorney to move forward with determining validity in concerns 
that have been brought forward to the City Administrator and City Attorneys. These concerns are related to 
the working environment and the department’s working conditions.  These are serious allegations that the city 
should take steps to find out if there is any merit with the allegation and to protect the city from any risk or 
liability. 
 
Tietjen has a person that is experienced and ready to start right away. The cost depends on the level of 
cooperation and follow-up that is needed and a rough estimate of $5,000 was stated. The process would be: 

1. Get authorization from the City Council. 2. Engage the investigator/attorney. 3. Interview person 
regarding claims or allegations. 4. Perform any additional interviews. 5. Generate a written report of 
finding. 6. Tietjen would share the outcome with the Council. 7. Recommendations would be made by 
the attorneys on follow-up action or no action. 

 
Tietjen will be in communication with the Eckerly, City Administrator if the investigation becomes more than 
what is expected, the Council will be notified. 
  
A motion was m/s/p, Haack/Kissock to authorize the hiring of an investigator for researching allegations at the 
Fire Department not to exceed $5,000 and authorization for the City Administrator to sign an engagement 
letter. This motion was amended by Haack prior to second to remove “not to exceed $5,000”.  All present voted 
in favor. 
 
Adjournment 

 
A motion was m/s/p, Haack/Kissock to adjourn at 5:25 p.m.  All present voted in favor. 

        Attest,    
       

        Renee Eckerly   
        City Administrator 


