MAPLE LAKE CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP
May 22, 2023 Minutes

CALLTO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Lynn Kissock.

ROLL CALL

Council Members Present: Lynn Kissock, Lori Hausken, John Haack, Wayne Paumen and Scott Chantland
Absent: None

Others Present: Dave Anderson, City Attorney — Kennedy & Graven; Tracy Reimann, MNSPECT; Scott
Qualle, MNSPECT; Jackson Groskreutz, Wright County Cable Commission, and Renee Eckerly, City
Administrator.

New Business

a. Discuss Creation of Rental Ordinance
The goal is to establish a safe environment for people to live in. The Council discussed whether there was
a need for an ordinance. They discussed absentee landlords who collect rental checks and nothing else,
and renters living in bad conditions. It was discussed what the building code can enforce. Qualle reported
that the Building Code is for construction of the buildings. The Building Code does not apply after
construction, which would be a document like the International Property Maintenance code for
enforcement of maintenance issues. This document was distributed in the agenda.

The Council discussed the need for samples ordinances from other communities and tenants’ rights
documents. The ordinance could be a simple clear-cut document. The landlords will complain about the
fee and pass it onto the renter.

Anderson, City Attorney reported he has created an ordinance for multiple cities. The inspections can be
how every often the Council wishes. The checklist that is created usually and 10 — 15 safety issues that
could be checked into such as infestation, mold, smoke alarms.

A straw poll was taken to move forward and to start with licensing and inspection. Reimann, MNSPECT has
a checklist of what should be reviewed. He reported it will help maintain issues that go unattended and
can cause structural issues.

Everyone reviewed key items to include on the checklist:
Weather tight exterior, all deck handles, proper egress windows, plumbing operable, smoke and
CO detectors, heat source, fire extinguishers, water heater, (temperature relief), washer & dryer
(shut off water), dishwasher (drain line), gas range (shut off valve) and anything else that is seen
to be unsafe.

Qualle, MNSPECT reported that people who are exempt would be an owner renting to a family member,
state licensed homes and people living in your home such as the bedroom. He suggested that the
inspection time frame could be 2 years.

Anderson, City Attorney reported that the occupant could initiate an inspection but if claims are
unfounded the occupant would pay all fees. MN State Statutes Chapter 504.B Landlord and Tenant
includes leasing and rent, obligations, inspection reports and code violations, tenant’s rights, etc. The MN
Attorney General published the Tenant Landlord handbook which is a resource to check on who can
revoke a license, who issues and appeals proceedings.
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The Planning Commission will hold a Public Hearing. It is the Council desire to have a draft adopted by the
end of the summer and to give multiple months’ notice to educate and make rental property owners
aware. The issuing of the license and inspection would be done by the administrative staff and MNSPECT
at approximately $80.00 per hour. Any suspension or revoking of a license would take Council action.

The group discussed bedroom occupancy load using the number of unrelated people in a space and tenant
background checks whether to require a landlord to perform.

Next step is to have Anderson, City Attorney create a draft for Maple Lake and will share with MNSPECT
and then plan another workshop.

Dates to Remember/ Announcements

Adjournment

May 2023 dates to remember:
Memorial Day Holiday, Monday, May 29, 2023, City Hall Office Closed
Summer Cocktails & Wine Tasting, May 31, 2023, at 7:00 pm at American Legion

June 2023 dates to remember:

City Council Meeting, Tuesday, June 6, 2023, at 6:00 p.m.

Makers & Growers Festival, Sunday, June 11, 2023, from 10:30am — 3:30 pm
Downtown

Park Board Meeting, Monday, June 12, 2023, at 5:00 p.m.

Planning Commission Meeting, Tuesday, June 13, 2023, at 6:00 p.m.
Juneteenth Holiday, Monday, June 19, 2023, City Hall Office Closed

No City Council meeting on June 20, 2023

League of Minnesota Cities, Annual Conference, Duluth, June 21 — 23, 2023

A motion was m/s/p, Haack/Paumen to adjourn at 7:40 p.m. All present voted in favor.

Attest,

Renee Eckerly
City Administrator
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