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MAPLE LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
May 16, 2023 Minutes 

 
Call To Order 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Lynn Kissock. 
 
Roll Call 
Council Members Present: John Haack, Wayne Paumen and Lynn Kissock 
Absent: Scott Chantland, Lori Hausken and Al Hudek, Public Works Director/Airport Manager 
Also present:  Angela Berthiaume, Liquor Store Manager, Renee Eckerly, City Administrator; Sam 
Ketchum, City Attorney, Kennedy & Graven; Chuck Boser, City Engineer, Stantec; Keri Wurm, Elisa 
Montagnin, Charlee Wurm, Bob Jude, Helen Jude, Mark Wurm, Katie Payne, Madysen Payne, Jeff 
Fobbe, Shelly Fobbe, Kristin Helwig and Jamison Quast, Cable Commission. 
 
Agenda Approval 
The following change was made adding to Consent Agenda item 6e. Approval to hire Christy Ladda, Liquor 
Store Clerk at $15.13 per hour starting May 17, 2023. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Paumen/Haack to approve the agenda with the added item to Consent Agenda. All 
present voted in favor. 
 
Open Forum 
The Maple Lake Royalty (Miss Maple Lake Charlee Wurm, Princess Madysen Payne) were present to thank 
the City Council for their support for them and the royalty program.  
 
Consent Agenda 

a. Approve minutes: City Council April 18, 2023, City Council May 2, 2023, Park Board Minutes 
April 10, 2023, and Planning Commission Minutes February 15, 2023. 

b. Engineer’s Report 
c. Approve the resignation of William (Bill) Korpela from the Park Board effective May 8, 2023. 
d. Approve GearHead road closures for August 19, 2023. 
e. ADDED: Approve to hire Christy Ladda, Liquor Store Clerk at $15.13 per hour starting May 17, 

2023. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Haack/Paumen to approve the Consent agenda. All present voted in favor. 
 
Wright County Sheriff’s Department 
No one was present for the April Monthly Reports. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Kissock/Haack to open the public hearing for the 2023 Street Improvements Project. 
All present voted in favor. 
 
Regular Meeting was recessed at 6:05 p.m. 
 
Public Hearing – Assessment Hearing for 2023 Street Improvement Project 
Public present:  Bob Jude, Helen Jude, Mark Wurm, Jeff Fobbe, Shelly Fobbe, and Kristin Helwig. 
 
Boser, City Engineer-Stantec, gave a report and presentation of the 2023 Street Improvement project. Boser 
reported that the final assessment roll has been revised for the reduction of the street width of Congress St 
E and the School’s reduction of their sidewalk width.  The reduction in the street width reduced the rate 
from $290.54 to $267.05 per assessable footage. The reduction in the sidewalk reduced the school’s 
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assessment by about $10,000.00. The current total assessment amount, as of this evening, for the project 
is now $456,102.04. 
 
Ketchum, City Attorney-Kennedy & Graven, reported the hearing is for anyone to have a chance to voice 
their opinion and be heard regarding the amount of their individual assessment amount. If there is anyone 
present that is objecting to their assessment amount tonight, the objection must be in writing and given to 
the City Administrator this evening. There is paper and pen available behind the podium. 
Mark Wurm, 420 Oak Ave N, reported that he had spoken earlier today to Stantec to make sure his hedges 
were not removed during the construction. 
 
Eckerly, City Administrator, read the section of the notification letter which stated that property owners on 
the project can pay all or any portion of the assessment amount between May 17, 2023, and November 1, 
2023, with no interest. But after November 1, 2023, if a property owner wants to pay the assessment 
amount off, they will need to pay a full year’s interest with the principal amount.  The bond is for 15 years 
at an interest rate of approximately 4.5%. Eckerly explained the deferment of special assessments for senior 
citizens, disabled and military including the eligibility, the process and that interest will still accrue. The 
application for a deferment must be received in the Administration office by June 16, 2023.   
 
Jeff Fobbe questioned the sewer and stormwater being at zero-dollar amount for the school and Star Bank. 
There was clarification given that there are two parcel listings for both entities and the second listing 
showed the sewer and stormwater amounts.  
 
The Public Hearing was adjourned, and Regular Meeting was re-opened at 6:20 p.m. 
 
Department Reports 

a. Administrative Report 
Eckerly, City Administrator, reported she has been researching the possibility of a pavilion at the beach for 
the Park Board. She has attended meetings with the school regarding the 2023 Street project. She has 
worked on the trail easement and recorded them at Wright County. She has attended the Park Board 
meeting, Planning Commission meeting, Chamber of Commerce meeting and Community Education 
meeting. She and Al Hudek, Public Works Director had a meeting with the LMC Loss Control. She and David 
(DJ) Brown had a meeting with Sam Ketchum, City Attorney regarding revisions to the airport hangar lease. 
She is working on the audit documents. The Joint Wastewater audit won’t be available until approximately 
June 2, 2023. She did file for an extension for the audit filing until August 2023. 
 

b. Public Works/Airport Report – written report 
Eckerly, City Administrator, read Hudek written report which stated the department has been blacktop 
patching, changing out water meters, graveling roads, fertilizing, and spraying parks, working on 
maintenance issues at Park restrooms and cleaning up the fence line at the Airport. 
 

c. Liquor Store Manage – Angela Berthiaume 
Berthiaume, Liquor Store Manager, reported the Summer Cocktail and Wine Club is scheduled for May 31, 
2023, at 7:00 p.m. at the American Legion. Dangerous Man brewing will be attending the May 31st event. 
The Liquor Store will be closed on Memorial Day. She presented two flooring quotes from Rob’s Custom 
Upholstery & Flooring for $1,997.05 and Hiller Commercial Floors $2,464.80. Rob suggested after fixing the 
sheetrock to put a 6-inch vinyl border up to prevent the damage from reoccurring. She had spoke to Todd 
Borell and he can fix the sheetrock for $200.00. She would like to get the carpet done before Winter.  
 
A motion was m/s/p, Haack/Paumen to approve the quote from Rob’s Custom Upholstery & Flooring for 
$1,997.05 to replace the carpet in the entrance at the Liquor Store. All present voted in favor. 
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Ang presented the new website which will be created by City Hive, which is an ecommerce platform. She 
showed Bagley Liquor as an example.  This new website will allow online ordering and delivery, if desired, 
in the future. The company sets the website up and integrates with the Liquor Stores POS system to display 
all the products that are available and the current inventory. Pickup of product can be done curbside or in 
the store. No contract or setup fees. The cost is $50.00 per month and a 2% online transaction fee. All events 
and Wine Club can be setup and utilized through the website so would not need to pay for Constant Contact 
at $45.00 per month. In the future the company is setting up an app FindMyLiquorMN, so that a person can 
find any municipal liquor store in the State of Minnesota. Ang will verify that cyber security is secure. 
 
New Business 

a. Motion to approve Resolution 2023-23 Adopting the Wright County All-Hazard Mitigation 
Plan.  

Eckerly, City Administrator, reported the Plan is important because it allows the city to apply to FEMA for 
grant dollar without having a disaster. The Plan is a list of safety issues that the city would address if they 
had the money. It can be for buildings, sirens, educational material, or shelters. Eckerly has requested that 
Wright County contact her when the next revision is being worked on in 5 years. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Kissock/Paumen to approve Resolution 2023-23 Adopting the Wright County All-
Hazard Mitigation Plan. All present voted in favor. 
 

b. Discuss invitation from Wright County EDA to attend their 2nd Annual Meeting, June 13, 2023, 
4:40 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. at the Wright County Government Center.   

Mayor Kissock would like to attend. All Council members in attendance along with Scott Chantland are 
interested in attending. Eckerly needs to RSVP by May 27, 2023, to Wright County. 
 
Old/Other Business 

a. Motion to Approve Resolution 2023-21 with the Modified Assessment Roll provided by the 
City Engineer and Presented During Tonight’s Meeting.  

 
A motion was m/s/p, Paumen/Haack to approve Resolution 2023-21 with the Modified Assessment Roll 
provided by the City Engineer and Presented during Tonight’s meeting. All present voted in favor. 
 

b. Motion to Approve Resolution 2023-22 Accepting Bid for 2023 Street Improvement Project. 
 

A motion was m/s/p, Haack/Paumen to approve Resolution 2023-22 Accepting Bid for 2023 Improvement 
Project. All present voted in favor. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Kissock/Paumen to Direct Staff to Prepare a Change Order for the Reduction of Width 
to Congress Street E and Reduction of the School Sidewalk along Moland Avenue. All present voted in favor. 
 

c. 2023 Mill & Overlay Project – Feasibility Report – Chuck Boser, Stantec. 
Boser, City Engineer-Stantec, gave a report and presentation of the 2023 Feasibility Report on the 2023 Mill 
& Overlay project. Boser reported that the project area consists of Happy Knoll Addition, Paumen 1, 2, 3, 
Additions, Spruce Avenue from Hwy 55 North to gravel, 1,000 feet of Congress St east of Spruce Street. 
There are 4 random areas in the project: Congress St W, Maple Ave N, 1st Street E, and Elm Avenue N. There 
is an urgent need for the pavement to be rehabilitated. Boser showed pictures of the deteriorated 
bituminous on 6th St and Cedar Ave N. He explained the top inch or so is unraveling. Another portion of the 
project is to install new drain tile for residential sump pumps that are draining into the street effecting the 
curb and gutter. These lines will be moved to drain into the storm sewer preventing icing in the street which 
results in pavement damage. This project has 24 assessment areas. This allows the City Council to pick and 
choice if they want to remove an area or proceed with all areas. The City Council can pause the project up 
to awarding the bid. Most of the assessments are to residential lots at a cost of $2,434.95 per lot. The 
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Commercial/Industrial assessments are at a per linear foot rate of $12.95. The total cost of the project is 
$1.8 million with $630,000 being the assessable amount to 233 assessable properties. The project will be 
completed prior to the final assessment hearing. 
 
The schedule for the project is: 

Neighborhood Meeting, June 5, 2023 
Public Hearing & Approve Construction Plans, June 6, 2023 
Receive Bids      June/July 2023 
Award Construction Bids  July 18, 2023 
Begin Construction   July /August 2023 
Order Final Assmt Roll/Hearing   Aug/Sept 2023 
Final Assessment Hearing  Sept/Oct 2023 

 
d. Motion to Approve Resolution 2023-20 Receiving Feasibility Report, Calling for Public 

Hearing, and Ordering Plans and Specifications for the City’s 2023 Mill & Overlay Project. 
 

A motion was m/s/p, Kissock/Haack to approve Resolution 2023-20 Receiving Feasibility Report, Calling for 
Public Hearing, and Ordering Plans and Specifications for the City’s 2023 Mill & Overlay Project. All present 
voted in favor. 

 
e. Discuss the Geotechnical Exploration Report on Pribyl Property – Chuck Boser, Stantec 

Boser, City Engineer-Stantec, gave a report regarding the borings and geo-technical report performed by 
Independent Testing Technologies out of St. Cloud, MN. Stantec reviewed and discussed the report findings 
and conclusions with the Planning Commission in May 2023. The report included 44 borings in a grid-like 
pattern across the property. Boring depths were just under 15 feet. Topsoil depths ranged from 10 inches 
to 7 feet. SB-10 had 7 feet and BS-7 had 4.5 feet of topsoil. The rest of the borings had 30 inches or less of 
topsoil. Further investigation is needed to determine the size of area of these soils, as they recommend 
removal of this soil. Below the topsoil the soil consisted of sandy lean clay, silty clayey sand, and silty sand 
to a termination of 15 feet. Subsurface water was observed in 8 borings, but giving more time for ground 
water to stabilize, more borings may have shown groundwater levels. Mottled soils and grey soils were 
present which means that the soil stays wet for some period during the season and/or permanently wet. 
Report conclusions that the existing soils encountered are considered fair to poor for roadway material and 
structural fill due to the weakness and are susceptible to frost heave. For the most part, the native soil 
appears suitable for support of light structures such as single-family homes, light one-story commercial 
buildings. They are also likely to be suitable for support of larger commercial/industrial buildings and multi-
family residential buildings up to 3-story in height on standard spread footings. However, ITT recommends 
further investigation for those types of larger structures to confirm soil bearing capacity and foundation 
design. Stantec did check with Wright County and there is no record of the field drain tile on record. 
 

f. Committee Reports 
• 05/03/2023 Maple Lake Chamber meeting (Eckerly) 

Eckerly reported the meeting was at the American Legion and there was 22 people in attendance. Spooky 
Brew Coffee will be holding a Mexican event on May 18, 2023, from 4:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Scott Chantland 
reported that a very large oak tree is being taken down at the old pharmacy building and the wood is being 
used to make a garden shed in the back. The school has graduation on June 2, 2023, the graduation rate for 
this year of 98.8%.  

• 05/08/2023 Park Board Meeting (Haack/Hausken submitted a written report) 
Haack reported that the Board discussed adding a pavilion at the picnic area at Maple Lake. They discussed 
adding two benches in the beach area and one in the pet area at Maple Lake. They discussed adding a bench 
to the dock so elderly people can rest while they are fishing. They discussed adding additional screening 
around the beach area, so it is more private from car traffic. The board passed a motion to recommend 3 
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security cameras at Community Park and 3 security cameras at Bolduan Park. This will be coming to Council 
as soon as Eckerly gets a quote. 

• 05/09/2023 Wright Co Opioid Settlement Advisory meeting (Haack/Hausken) 
Haack reported that he was the only city representative at the meeting. There were 24 people in 
attendance. Wright County got $6 million dollars that they can distribute to the cities. Cities can apply for 
up to $500,000.00 by submitting a proposal. Treatment and previous strategies would be something they 
will be looking at. The grant time is open. The dates of May 31 to August 1, 2023, is the submittal frame. 
The money does not need to all be spent this year. There will be an opportunity next year to submit a 
proposal. There was discussion to involve the school.  

• 05/09/2023 Planning Commission meeting (Chantland/Paumen) 
Paumen reported Boser gave report on the soil boring on the Pribyl property, and the Commission discussed 
other property that could be utilized for Industrial land. Eckerly reported that the developers of The 
Residence of Happy Knoll will be on the June 4, 2023, agenda to present their Concept plan. 

 
Announcements / Dates to Remember 

a. Newsletter #1 – 2023 Street Project. 
b. Newsletter #1 - 2023 Mill & Overlay Project 
c. Wright County – Notice of Public Hearing for Kathleen Sanberg, Friday, May 19, 2023, at 

8:30 am 
d. Letter from MN Department of Health Regarding Wellhead Protection Plan, part 2 
e. Letter from FEMA Regarding 90-day Appeal Period for Revised Flood Insurance Rate Map 

and Flood Insurance Study Report 
 

May 2023 dates to remember: 
• Industrial Group – Block Party (Job Fair), May 18, 2023, from 3:00 pm – 7:00 pm at 

The V 
• City Wide Cleanup Day, Saturday, May 20, 2023, from 7:30 am to noon at 441 Oak 

Ave S 
• Makers & Growers Festival, Sunday, May 21, 2023, from 10:30 am – 3:30 pm 

Downtown 
• City Council Workshop – Rental Ordinance, Monday, May 22, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. 
• Memorial Day Holiday, Monday, May 29, 2023, City Hall Office Closed 
• Summer Cocktails & Wine Tasting, May 31, 2023, at 7:00 pm at American Legion 

 
June 2023 dates to remember: 

• City Council Meeting, Tuesday, June 6, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. 
• Makers & Growers Festival, Sunday, June 11, 2023, from 10:30am – 3:30 pm 

Downtown 
• Park Board Meeting, Monday, June 12, 2023, at 5:00 p.m. 
• Planning Commission Meeting, Tuesday, June 13, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. 
• Juneteenth Holiday, Monday, June 19, 2023, City Hall Office Closed 
• No City Council meeting on June 20, 2023 
• League of Minnesota Cities, Annual Conference, Duluth, June 21 – 23, 2023 

 
Adjournment  
A motion, m/s/p, Haack/Paumen to adjourn the City Council at 7:25 p.m.  
 

Attest, 
 
        Renee Eckerly 
        City Administrator 


