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MAPLE LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
April 18, 2023 Minutes 

 
Call To Order 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Lynn Kissock. 
 
Roll Call 
Council Members Present: John Haack, Scott Chantland, Lori Hausken, Wayne Paumen and Lynn Kissock 
Absent: none 
Also present:  Renee Eckerly, City Administrator, Sam Ketchum, City Attorney, Kennedy & Graven; Chuck 
Boser, City Engineer, Stantec; Steve Willems, Paumen Computers, Steve Petersen, Fire Chief; Kurt Hausken, 
Shelly Fobbe and Jeff Fobbe and Jamison Quast, Cable Commission. 
 
Agenda Approval 
The following change was made adding to New Business item 9g. June 20, 2023, Council meeting. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Kissock/Paumen to approve the agenda with the added item to New Business. All 
present voted in favor. 
 
Open Forum 
No one present. 
 
Consent Agenda 

a. Approve minutes: City Council April 4, 2023, City Council Workshop July 12, 2022, and Liquor 
Board April 3, 2023. 

b. Engineer’s Report 
c. Liquor Store Report – Ang Berthiaume 
d. Approve the resignation of Sara Lewis, Liquor Store Clerk effective December 10, 2022. 
e. Approve Resolution 2023-13 On Sale 3.2 Beer Liquor License – Baseball Assn. 
f. Approve Resolution 2023-14 Accepting Donation from Ramsey Lake Property Owners 

Association in the amount of $600.00. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Hausken/Chantland to approve the Consent agenda. All present voted in favor. 
 
Wright County Sheriff’s Department 
No one was present for the March Monthly Reports. 
 
Department Reports 

a. Administrative Report 
Eckerly, City Administrator, reported Andrew Johnson, Mike Wicks, David (DJ) Brown and her interviewed 
four companies regarding Notification systems to replace SWIFT. She has contacted SWIFT for an interview, 
and they will be bringing a recommendation and proposal to a June Council meeting. She attended the Park 
Board meeting and Boot Camp #6. She had two vendors come and give her quotes on replacing the carpet 
in the Administration office and cleaning and sealing the floor tile in the bathrooms and lobby. She is waiting 
to receive the second quote to bring to the Council. She attended the Hwy 55 Coalition meeting and multiple 
meetings on the mill and overlay project. She is focused on preparing for the audit. 
 

b. Public Works/Airport Report – Al Hudek 
Hudek, Public Works Director/Airport Manager, reported that the department has been scheduling and 
installing water meters. They have been sweeping streets and working on getting the parks open for the 
season.  
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New Business 
a. Steve Willems, Paumen Computer Service, present enrolling in KnowBe4 cybersecurity 

training offer.  
Steve Willems, Paumen Computer Service, reported on cyber risk and the millions of dollars that it can cost 
to be attacked. The government is one of the top three data breach facilities and Minnesota is number eight 
in malware attacks. He reported that the city has firewalls, endpoint protection, email threat protection tool 
and that this blocks about 50% of the bad cyber attempts. Paumen also blocks any countries that are known 
for cyber-attacks. This training will provide hands on experience to anyone with a city email account and 
will send them practical tests to help staff know what to look for and what not to click on. The cost is license 
fee a $1.68 per email address per month, $140.00 setup fee and $70.00 per month training/testing. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Kissock/Haack to approve the KnowBe4 cybersecurity training with Paumen Computers 
for $1.68 per email address per month, $140.00 setup fee and $70.00 per month training/testing. All present 
voted in favor. 
 

b. Rick Johnson, discuss concept of mini storage garages in Highway Business District B-2. Mini 
storage facilities are a Conditional Use permit in Light Industrial District. He owns 375 Spruce 
Avenue N.   

Eckerly, City Administrator, reported that Johnson has a desire to apply for a text amendment to the 
Highway Business District B-2 to allow for storage units by Conditional Use. He is here tonight to find out if 
the Council would be in support of such a text change, since in 2018 the wording was removed. Kissock 
reported that four years ago there was a request for storage units along Highway 55. That was what 
generated the text change. The Council then did not want storage units in prime retail/commercial areas. 
Johnson reported that he has been approached by people to allow them to do outdoor storage at his 
property because it is fenced and is well monitored. Johnson also discussed with the Council if it was an 
option for him to change to Light Industrial zone instead of the text amendment to Highway Commercial. 
The change to Light Industrial would be spot zoning and his property is surrounded by residential property 
on three sides. The City Council requested that Ketchum, City Attorney, research what the options are and 
report back on the May 2, 2023, meeting. 
 

c. Discuss mill and overlay project on 6th Street NW, Cedar Avenue N & Spruce Avenue N 
Boser, City Engineer, reported that the streets in the Happy Knolls, Paumen and Geneva additions were 
constructed between 2000 – 2005 and are about 20 years old and had two seal coatings. The high priority 
streets are Spruce Avenue N, 6th Street NW and Cedar Avenue N. This would be the minimal streets to have 
on the project. These streets and the arterial have a good base but need to have the top 2” – 3” milled and 
the side street would be 1.5” – 2” milled. There are 3 other areas that have been recommended to be added 
to this project. They are Maple Avenue N from Division St W to Hwy 55, Congress St W between Oak Avenue 
N and Maple Avenue, and 1,000 feet on Spruce. The Council does have the option to have Public Works 
department patch the street and do this project in the future. The costs savings is from not having to do 
repetitive patching and with the opportunity to combine cost into the bond for the 2023 Street project could 
approximately save $75,000. The steps for the Council are whether to proceed with any or all of the project 
this year or in 2024. The Council discussed 1st Street to the trestle which is very bad. This project was not 
anticipated so future projects will need to be adjusted. Maple Avenue and 1st Street were with Star Street 
and were too large of assessments to proceed with during the 2023 Street Project. The City will need to get 
some State of Mn or Federal financial assistance to do these streets. The next step after the Council decides 
which street would be to order a feasibility study, so costs could be assessed at 35% to the benefiting 
property owners. Boser reported rough costs for residential property would be $2,000-$3,000 and then for 
the Industrial/Commercial lots, which are larger, would be $27.00 to $32.00 per linear foot. The 5-year 
Street Plan needs to be revised due to this project not being anticipated. Boser reported the street will need 
at least two sealcoating should last 20 years. Council requested that communications start now with the 
property owners on this project, so they are aware that Council is taking action. 
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A motion was m/s/p, Kissock/Haack to approve Resolution 2023-16 Ordering Feasibility Report for 2023 
Street Mill and Overlay Project. All present voted in favor. 
 

d. Motion to approve Ordinance 2023-04 CenterPoint Energy Gas Franchise Ordinance. 
Eckerly, City Administrator, reported that the franchise expired in 2016 and that CenterPoint contacted her 
to renew it last Fall. Bob Vose, Kennedy & Graven have drafted the ordinance. The agreement is for 20 years. 
CenterPoint agreed to all changes. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Hausken/Paumen to approve Ordinance 2023-04 CenterPoint Energy Gas Franchise 
Ordinance. All present voted in favor. 
 

e. Motion to approve Resolution 2023-12 Authorizing Summary Publication of Ordinance 
2023-04. 
 

A motion was m/s/p, Kissock/Hausken to approve Resolution 2023-12 authorizing summary publication of 
Ordinance 2023-04. All present voted in favor. 
 

f. Motion to approve Guidelines for Electronic Devices, Communications, and Network Usage 
for Council Members and Members of Other Commissions and Committees 

Ketchum, City Attorney, reported this is a current policy that applies to all Council members and Committee 
members. This policy has had language updated and is different than the social media policy that is later on 
the agenda.  

 
A motion was m/s/p, Paumen/Hausken to approve Guidelines for Electronic Devices, Communications, and 
Network Usage for Council Members and Members of Other Commissions and Committees. All present voted 
in favor. 

 
g. Added: Discuss Whether to Cancel the June 20, 2023, City Council meeting for Lack of a 

Quorum 
The League of Minnesota City Annual Conference starts the morning of June 21, 2023, in Duluth, which 
several of the City Council members will be attending. Other Council member will be absent for different 
reasons. The question is whether to cancel or postpone that meeting. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Kissock/Chantland to cancel the City Council meeting scheduled for June 20, 2023, and 
set June 27, 2023, as an alternative meeting date if needed. All present voted in favor. 
 
Old/Other Business 

a. 2023 Street Project Update – Chuck Boser, Stantec.  
Boser, City Engineer reported that bids for the project have been opened on March 22, 2023, and LaTour 
Construction is the apparent low bidder. There were 7 bids submitted. The bid was approximately $3,000 
more than the estimate. The assessment amount is $473,650 and a Public Hearing will be scheduled. There 
was a discussion regarding the trail segment options to narrow the road from 36 feet to 32 feet or make 
Congress one-way. 
 
Shelly Fobbe read a statement that their property is affected by the project. They have watched the 
recorded City Council meetings since February and she wants a correction made because Chuck Boser, City 
Engineer has not been in contact with them since the February Open House and there hasn’t been any offer 
of $4,000 and 10 trees.  There have not been any formal communications regarding the trail easement, and 
they have been in contact with Jim Splinter, a realtor from Annandale, who told them the land that is being 
requested by the city is worth $16,000. They have lived at that location for 28 years and taking this land 
away from them will make their property a postage stamp. The trees removed would take away their privacy 
and the value of our property. They have mature trees now and they are home to multiple animals and 
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birds. Busing is available to all kids except for homes on Moland  
Avenue. The traffic of kids on Congress Avenue is very minimal. If this sidewalk is not going to be used it is 
a waste.  There was discussion regarding saving the trees. Boser reported that nothing has changed since 
the February 21, 2023, meeting. The easements are written and ready to be executed. There was some 
discussion at the meeting that the owners wanted to know what the assessments were prior to signing any 
documents. This segment of trail/sidewalk is the first segment in the future plan to connect other trails in 
the city limits.  Council decided to continue forward with project and set a Workshop to discuss the 
trail/sidewalk for a public meeting with the abutting property owners on Tuesday, April 25, 2023, at 6:00 
p.m.  

b. 2023 St Project – Motion to approve Resolution 2023-15 Declaring Costs to be Assessed & 
Ordering Hearing. 
 

A motion was m/s/p, Kissock/Haack to approve Resolution 2023-15 Declaring Costs to be Assessed & 
Ordering Hearing. All present voted in favor. 
 

c. Discuss draft Ordinance to Chapter 62 Authorizing & Regulating the Conduct of Lawful 
Gambling. 

Ketchum, City Attorney, reported that the city does not have a gambling ordinance on the books, but the 
city is not violating any laws by approving the Lawful Gambling Permits. Ketchum reviewed the background 
on how this item came to the Council. Steve Peterson, Fire Chief, had heard of the 10% contribution and 
allows the city to administer the fund. Section 62.10 Trade Area needs to have some work as to designating 
the trade area and the percentage. Ketchum stated the area is the city and the neighboring townships. The 
City does not have to have a Trade Area requirement. The Organizations report to the State of MN and the 
State of MN enforces the Trade Area. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Haack/Kissock to strike section 62.09 from draft Chapter 62 and table the remainder 
of the Chapter until May 16, 2023. All present voted in favor. 
 

d. Discuss Sample Rental Ordinances from the Cities of Kenyon & Lauderdale, International 
Property Maintenance Code and surrounding Cities. Schedule a Workshop? 

 
A motion was m/s/p, Kissock/Haack to schedule a Workshop regarding creating a rental ordinance on May 
22, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. All present voted in favor. 

 
e. Status Report on Safe Electronic Transfers & Payments Policy Implementation 

Eckerly, City Administrator, reported that most of the policy has been implemented or the city was already 
doing, except for going through all of the vendors to deactivate any duplicate or unused vendors which will 
be done after the audit. She has removed the older council packets except for 2022 until the audit is finished. 
The minutes will remain on the website. 
 

f. Motion to approve Social Media policy 
Council discussed the wording related to shutting down social media pages with notification and commercial 
promotions. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Paumen/Hausken to approve the Social Media policy. All present voted in favor. 
 

g. Committee Reports 
• 04/05/2023 Maple Lake Chamber meeting (Eckerly) 

Eckerly reported that David (DJ) Brown attended and his reported that the St. Patrick day parade was 
discussed due to lower turn out due to the weather. The Chamber is looking for someone to take over the 
craft sale because Betty is going to retire. Gear Head Day will have a new attraction, the Dyno.  Jolene Foss, 
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Wright County EDA talked about a lot of things.  
• 04/05/2023 School Liaison Safe School meeting (Hausken/Kissock) 

Hausken contacted Mike Rowe, Superintendent in regard to the Opioid option for funding for the serious 
outbreak but she hasn’t heard back. 

• 04/10/2023 Park Board meeting (Haack/Hausken) 
Eckerly was disappointed that not all Board members were in attendance. Hausken reported that the next 
meeting will be at the beach to look at options to beautify the beach area.  

• 04/11/2023 Fire Relief meeting (Hausken/Paumen) 
Paumen reported that the financial advisor was at the meeting and reported that their investment 
selections are doing well for the Relief Association. 

• 04/14/2023 Hwy 55 Coalition meeting (Kissock) 
Eckerly reported that the first part was a presentation on resurfacing project on Highway 55 between 
Medina and Loretto. This is funded with grant money. Annandale is having full reconstruction in 2025 on 
Highway 55 and Paynesville is getting a new bridge. Kissock reported that she informed the Committee that 
the City Council is looking at trail/sidewalks/passageways and safe crossings on Highway 55. 
 
Announcements / Dates to Remember 

a. Funding Strategy Memo and Matrix, Heidi Peper, Stantec will be at the May 16, 2023, 
Council meeting to review and discuss. 

b. 2023 Wright County Tax Rates 
c. Thank you and Program listing from the Initiative Foundation 
d. Wright County Public Hearing Notice of Variance for Bill Whelan, Friday, April 21, 2023, at 

8:30 a.m. Wright County Government Center 
e. Wright County Public Hearing Notice of Variance for Mark Schramel, Friday, April 21, 

2023, at 8:30 a.m. Wright County Government Center 
f. Maple Lake 2022 Drinking Water Report 

 
April 2023 dates to remember: 

• Open Book-Local Board of Appeal & Equalization meeting, Wright County 
Government Center, Thursday, April 27, 2023, from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

 
May 2023 dates to remember: 

• City Council Meeting, Tuesday, May 2, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. 
• Park Board Meeting, Monday, May 8, 2023, at 5:00 p.m.at Beach 
• Planning Commission Meeting, Tuesday, May 9, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. 
• Maple Lake Library Board Meeting, Tuesday, May 16, 2023, at 5:30 p.m. 
• City Council Meeting, Tuesday, May 16, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. 
• City Wide Cleanup Day, Saturday, May 20, 2023, from 7:30 am to noon at 441 Oak 

Ave S 
• Memorial Day Holiday, Monday, May 29, 2023, City Hall Office Closed 
• Summer Cocktails & Wine Tasting, May 31, 2023, at 7:00 pm at American Legion 

 
Also reported was the Makers & Growers festival, Sunday, May 21, 2023, at 10:30 p.m. – 2:30pm downtown 
 
Adjournment  
A motion, m/s/p, Haack/Paumen to adjourn the City Council Workshop at 8:25 p.m.  
 

Attest, 
 
        Renee Eckerly 
        City Administrator 


