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MAPLE LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
April 4, 2023 Minutes 

 
Call To Order 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Lynn Kissock. 
 
Roll Call 
Council Members Present: John Haack, Scott Chantland, Lori Hausken, Wayne Paumen and Lynn Kissock 
Absent: none 
Also present:  Al Hudek, Public Works Director/Airport Manager; Renee Eckerly, City Administrator, Wright 
County Deputy Durr and Jackson Groskreutz, Cable Commission. 
 
Agenda Approval 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Hausken/Chantland to approve the agenda as printed. All present voted in favor. 
 
Open Forum 
No one present. 
 
Consent Agenda 

a. Approve minutes: City Council March 21, 2023, was moved to New Business e. to answer Haack 
questions. City Council March 15, 2022. 

b. Approval of disbursement list from 03/01/2023 – 03/30/2023 and check register from 
03/01/2023 – 03/30/2023 in the amount of $537,044.04. 

c. Approve Lawful Gambling Permit for Church of St. Timothy for Sept. 24, 2023. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Paumen/Hausken to approve the Consent agenda. All present voted in favor. 
 
Department Reports 

a. Administrative Report 
Eckerly, City Administrator, reported she met with Carl Newbank, Initiative Foundation regarding what 
projects the City of Maple Lake is working on. He suggested that the Initiative Foundation assist with funding 
feasibility studies. There is a feasibility study proposal regarding Industrial land marketing at the Planning 
Commission. She attended the 5th BootCamp session regarding budgeting. The new auditors (Conway, 
Deuth & Schmiesing (CDS) have completed the inventory spot check and found inventory over one bottle 
of bourbon. She attended the Minnesota Municipal Clerks & Finance Officers (MCFOA) conference last week 
in St. Cloud. She learned about lawful gambling statutes, diversity, how to handle hostile customers and it 
was a good learning experience. She created agendas for Liquor Board meeting and City Council. She also 
read comments from Barry Rhineberger, Wright County Planning and Zoning Administrator, regarding the 
City Councils suggestions made regarding the amendments to the County’s Mining Ordinance. 

b. Public Works/Airport Report – Al Hudek 
Hudek, Public Works Director/Airport Manager, reported that the department has been scheduling and 
installing water meters. He suggested that residents call in if they are interested in having their meter 
replaced. They don’t have to wait to be contacted. The department has been doing requested sewer 
inspections. Eckerly and he worked together to get the annual Water Reports submitted to the Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR). The report will be under Informational on their next agenda.  
 
New Business 

a. Motion to promote Mike Wicks, Public Works Maintenance from Grade 6, Step 13 $28.57 to 
Grade 6, Step 14 $29.35 for acquiring his Water Operator Class C license effective March 22, 
2023.  

This action is in accordance with the Personnel policy. The City Council must approve all wages changes. 
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A motion was m/s/p, Kissock/Haack to approve the promotion of Mike Wicks, Public Works Maintenance 
from Grade 6, Step 13 $28.57 to Grade 6, Step 14 $29.35 for acquiring his Water Operator Class C license 
effective March 22, 2023. All present voted in favor. 
 

b. Discuss participating in the No Mow May initiative, which would temporarily suspend 
enforcement of the city code on management of turf grass and weeds for the month of May 
2023 only. Citing benefits for doing so included increasing habitats for pollinators such as 
bees.   

The council discussed whether this would allow residents to mow or not mow just for the month of May 
2023. Hudek, Public Works Director reported that his department will be mowing the city parks and 
property. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Kissock/Haack to temporarily suspend the enforcement of Chapter 16 Nuisance 
Ordinance, 16.02 Nuisances, 3 Weeds – grass or weeds which have grown upon any property to a height of 
eight or more inches or which have gone to seed from May 1, 2023 through May 31, 2023 to allow for the 
increase habitats for pollinators such as bees. All present voted in favor. 
 

c. Discuss draft Safe Electronic Transfer & Payment Policy. 
Eckerly, City Administrator, reported that this is a sample policy which came from her attending a webinar 
by the League of MN Cities on fraud. She gave four examples that the League spoke about during the online 
seminar. The changes the Council will notice are that the disbursement listing will be emailed to them 
separately and not be included in the Council packet. It is still available to the public, but they would have 
to complete a data request form. Contracts or leases will now have the dollar amounts redacted. But Council 
will get the full version emailed to them separately. Eckerly will have to scrub council packets that have 
been posted on the city web site for these same items, plus make sure there are only generic email 
addresses on the website. The council wants a report in the next agenda as to how many of the items listed 
in the policy have been put in place. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Hausken/Haack to approve the Safe Electronic Transfer & Payment policy. All present 
voted in favor. 
 

d. Discuss Sample Ordinance Regarding Rental Premises. 
Council would like the other sample ordinance that the previous Council review to compare the two and 
determine what sections they would like in the final ordinance. They would also like to address the 
grandfather situation and have a way to revoke. They also requested any rental ordinances that the 
neighboring communities have adopted.  

e. Motion to approve City Council minutes from March 21, 2023. 
Haack reported on page 2 following the Engineer’s Report there is a paragraph that Haack spoke to Senator 
Bruce Anderson at the League of MN Cities City on the Hill event. He didn’t speak to Senator Anderson at 
the League event. He spoke to him after the event on the phone. Then on page 3 under d. regarding the 
motion to approve the quote from Rob’s Custom Upholstery & Flooring. He did not vote in favor. He said 
nothing, which meant he was abstaining. The council stated you must voice your vote to ensure it is heard. 

 
A motion was m/s/p, Haack/Hausken to approve the City Council minutes from March 21, 2023, with noted 
changes. All present voted in favor. 
 
Old/Other Business 

a. Motion to approve Ordinance 2023-03 a complete replacement of Chapter 1 Council Meeting 
of the Maple Lake City Code.  
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A motion was m/s/p, Hausken/Chantland to approve Ordinance 2023-03 a complete replacement of Chapter 
1 Council Meeting of the Maple Lake City Council. All present voted in favor. 
 

b. 2023 St Project – Motion to approve Resolution 2023-11 Declaring Costs to be Assessed & 
Ordered Hearing. 
 

A motion was m/s/p, Kissock/Paumen to approve Resolution 2023-11 Declaring Costs to be Assessed & 
Ordering Hearing. All present voted in favor. 

 
c. Committee Reports 

• 03/09/2023 LMC – City Day on the Hill (Haack) 
Haack reported that he didn’t meet with Senator Anderson but spoke to him on the phone after the event. 
Senator Anderson sent him the information that would need to be included in a bonding money application 
for funding for one of the city projects. The council discussed this would be an option for funding the 
infrastructure for the industrial or housing projects.  

• 04/03/2023 Liquor Board meeting (Kissock) 
Kissock reported that there were some repair items discussed, Wine club and some additional events being 
scheduled, the current Minnesota Municipal Beverage Association (MMBA) fundraising events that the 
liquor store participates in and staffing. 
 
Announcements/Dates to Remember 

a. Highway 55 Corridor Coalition agenda for April 14, 2023 
b. League of Minnesota Cities, Annual Conference, Duluth, June 21 – 23, 2023 Early bird 

registration due April 28, 2023 
c. City Newsletter, Spring edition 2023 

 
April 2023 dates to remember. 

• City Council Meeting, Tuesday, April 4, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. 
• Chamber of Commerce, Wed. April 5, 2023, at noon at Madigans 
• School Liaison Safe School Meeting, Wed. April 5, 2023, at 3:15 p.m. 
• Park Board Meeting, Monday, April 10, 2023, at 4:30 p.m. 
• Fire Relief Meeting, Tuesday, April 11, 2023, at 5:45 p.m.  
• Planning Commission Meeting, Tuesday, April 11, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. 
• Highway 55 Corridor Coalition Meeting, Friday, April 14, 2023, at 9:30 a.m. 
• City Council Meeting, Tuesday, April 18, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. 
• Open Book-Local Board of Appeal & Equalization meeting, Wright County Government 

Center, Thursday, April 27, 2023, from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
 
Deputy Durr suggested some interactive training software for phishing that Wright County utilizes. 
 
Adjournment  
A motion, m/s/p, Haack/Paumen to adjourn the City Council Workshop at 8:10 p.m.  
 

Attest, 
 
 
        Renee Eckerly 
        City Administrator  
 


