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MAPLE LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
March 21, 2023 Minutes 

 
Call To Order 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Lynn Kissock. 
 
Roll Call 
Council Members Present: John Haack, Scott Chantland, Lori Hausken, Wayne Paumen and Lynn Kissock 
Absent: none 
Also present: William Helmbrecht, Maple Lake Fire Department; Tom Lauer, Maple Lake Ambulance 
Director; Kurt Hausken, Darek Vetsch, Wright County Commissioner; Al Hudek, Public Works 
Director/Airport Manager; Chuck Boser, City Engineer, Stantec; Angela Berthiaume, Liquor Store Manager; 
Renee Eckerly, City Administrator; Sam Ketchum, Kennedy & Graven; Wright County Deputy Reedy and 
Jamison Quast, Cable Commission. 
 
Agenda Approval 
The following change were made to the agenda: 

Consent Agenda add g. Approval to hire Kevin Eckre as a firefighter for the Fire Department 
effective March 21, 2023.  

           move b. Engineer’s Report to Department Reports item d. 
           move c. Liquor Store Report to Department Reports item c.  

  Department Reports move b.    Public Works Report – Al Hudek to after Consent Agenda 
               Add c.   Liquor Store Report - Ang Berthiaume 
              Add d.    Engineer’s Report - Chuck Boser 

   New Business add f. Discuss representative to attend the Wright County Opioid Settlement 
 Advisory Council meeting on May 9, 2023 at 4:00 p.m. at the Wright County  
Government Center, 3650 Braddock Ave NE, Buffalo in room 1104.  

 
A motion was m/s/p, Haack/Paumen to approve the agenda with the noted addition/changes. All present 
voted in favor. 
 
Open Forum 
Darek Vetsch, Wright County Commissioner reported on the upcoming Opioid Settlement meeting, a newly 
created Inter Governmental Loan program, the sale of the Human Services building and the plans for the 
demolition of the downtown Government Center and the redevelopment of the property and roadways. He 
also commented on Administrator Eckerlys’ report to the Wright County EDA Board and his support to assist 
the city with the concept of relocating County Road 37 if the project develops in the future.  
 
Consent Agenda 

a. Approve minutes: City Council March 7, 2023, and City Council Workshop March 8, 2023. 
b. Item moved to Department Reports b. 
c. Item moved to Department Reports c. 
d. Approve Resolution 2023-09 Accepting a $2,500 Donation from the Maple Lake VFW Post 7664 

for softball scoreboards. 
e. Approve the resignation of Scott Carriveau as 2nd Assistant Fire Chief effective February 26, 

2023 
f. Approve the appointment of Brad Hennen as 2nd Assistant Fire Chief effective March 13, 2023. 
g. Added: Approval to hire Kevin Eckre as a firefighter for the Fire Department effective March 

21, 2023. 
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A motion was m/s/p, Hausken/Chantland to approve the Consent agenda. All present voted in favor. 
 
Public Works/Airport Report – Al Hudek 
Hudek, Public Works Director, reported the Toolcat Utility Work Machine that was ordered in June 2022 has 
been delivered. The Bobcat S770 Skid-Steer Loader (item New Business c.) is on the CIP Replacement 
schedule for 2024 but the order has to be placed now to take delivery in 2024. This piece of equipment is 
on a 7-year replacement schedule. He explained his recommendation for Rob’s Custom Upholstery to apply 
the epoxy/granite coating on the restroom floor at the Community Park (item New Business d.) and 
answered questions regarding replacing the mirrors and partitions.  
 
Wright County Sheriff’s Department 
Wright County Deputy Reedy was present to review the February monthly reports and answer questions. 
She suggested using smart cameras at the parks to help with the vandalism at the parks. It is an economical 
option and you can watch activity on your cell phone. 
 
Department Reports 

a. Administrative Report 
Eckerly, City Administrator, reported she met with a representative from the USDA for a Civil Rights 
Compliance audit due to the 2010 bond for a sewer pipe realignment bond. The audit went well and he will 
be back in 3 years. She attended the 4th BootCamp training session with the National League of Cities. She 
gave a presentation to the Wright County EDA regarding economic development activity in the city. While 
at the meeting, Wright County staff made her aware of additional ARPA funds that the County is giving to 
Wright County cities. The City of Maple Lake is eligible for $79,728.00. Eckerly has already applied for the 
grant funds, which would be applied to the cost of the new water meter system project. She met with Justin 
McGraw, Conway, Deuth & Schmiesing, regarding the 2022 audit items and that his team will be on site 
tentatively the week of May 22, 2023. She reported on April 6, 2023, DJ Brown, Andrew Johnson and herself 
will be attending 4 demos for Notification software to replace SWIFT. She will be at the MCFOA Conference 
the rest of the week. Kissock, Chantland and Hausken no longer need printed agenda packets, just agenda 
sheets at the meeting. 

b. Public Works/Airport Report – Al Hudek 
Hudek gave his report earlier on the agenda. 

c. Liquor Store Report – Ang Berthiaume 
Berthiaume, Liquor Store Manager, reported that February sales were down 2% compared to last year. The 
items that may have impacted this was the fishing contest being cancelled and the store was closed 1.5 days 
due to severe weather. The next Wine Club is on March 29, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. at the American Legion. She 
is working on quarterly inventory. She visited with Justin McGraw, Conway, Deuth & Schmiesing to schedule 
the spot checking of the inventory with the auditors. A Liquor Board meeting was scheduled for Monday, 
April 3, 2023, at 5:00 p.m. 

d. Engineer’s Report – Chuck Boser  
Boser, City Engineer, discussed with the Council whether the sidewalk in the 2023 Street project should be 
on the North or South side of Congress Street to Moland. Stantec recommended and Council agreed to the 
south side. Mike Rowe, Superintendent was contact for comment on the sidewalk. That 10 trees will be 
replaced on each property getting the sidewalk and easement purchasing amount of $4,000 was discussed. 
The bid opening will be on March 22, 2023, at 11:00 a.m. over zoom. 
 
Haack commented that he spoke to Senator Bruce Anderson and they discussed utilization of bonding 
money for projects that were defined at the March 8, 2023 Workshop.  
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New Business 

a. Motion to approve the State of Minnesota Joint Powers Agreement, the Court Data Services 
Subscriber Amendment to CJDN Subscriber Agreement, Resolution 2023-10 Approving the 
State of Minnesota Joint Powers Agreements with City of Maple Lake on Behalf of its City 
Attorney and authorized the Mayor and City Administrator to sign the documents.  

After a very lengthy discussion with Ketchum, City Attorney regarding whether to approve or not due to 
lack of explanation of the purpose of these documents from the BCA. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Paumen/Hausken to approve the State of Minnesota Joint Powers Agreement, the 
Court Data Services Subscriber Amendment to CJDN Subscriber Agreement, Resolution 2023-10 Approving 
the State of Minnesota Joint Powers Agreements with the City of Maple Lake on Behalf of its City Attorney 
and authorized the Mayor and City Administrator to sign the documents. 4 voted in favor and Haack voted 
opposed; motion passed. 
 

b. Motion to approve rate increases for the Ambulance Service  
Lauer and Helmbrecht reported that the last ambulance rate increase was approximately 5 -8 years ago. 
Lauer has only been the Ambulance Director for a year. His team is researching the cost of a new ambulance 
which is double the price of the last ambulance purchased and will take 2 years to be delivered.  
 
A motion was m/s/p, Chantland/Paumen to approve the rate increase for the Ambulance Service and for the 
rates to be reviewed annual for needed adjustments. All present voted in favor. 
 

c. Motion to approve the purchase of a Bobcat S770 Skid-Steer Loader from Farm-Rite 
Equipment for $33,500.00, which is MN State Bid Price with trade-in. 

Hudek reported that payment would be due at delivery. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Hausken/Chantland to approve the purchase of a Bobcat S770 Skid-Steer Loader from 
Farm-Rite Equipment for $33,500.00, which is MN State Bid price with trade-in. All present voted in favor. 
 

d. Discuss quotes to coat restroom floors at Community Park restroom. Recommendation is to 
approve quote from Rob’s Custom Upholstery & Flooring in the amount of $3,840.66. 

 
A motion was m/s/p, Hausken/Chantland to approve the quote from Rob’s Custom Upholstery & Flooring in 
the amount of $3,840.66 for coating the restroom at Community Park. 4 voted in favor; Haack obstained. 
 

e. Wright County Draft Ordinance Amendment related to mining, extraction, interim use 
permits, and subsurface wastewater treatment – Discuss if there were any comments the 
Council would like to submit regarding the amendments. 

The Council had concerns regarding the elimination of notifications throughout the draft ordinance to 
landowners and residents. An option that Council proposed is to possibly reduce the notification range. 
Eckerly will forward those comments to Wright County. 

f. Discuss representative to attend the Wright County Opioid Settlement Advisory Council 
meeting on May 9, 2023 at 4:00 p.m. at the Wright County Government Center, 3650 
Braddock Avenue NE, Buffalo in room 1104. 

Hausken and Haack will attend the meeting and report back. 
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Old/Other Business 
a. Discuss soil boring report on 210 Division from Independent Testing Technologies dated 

March 16, 2023.  
Boser, City Engineer, explained the finds that there is an organic layer which would require piers to be 
installed to support structure. The report will be on file at the city hall for future reference. 
 

b. Discuss draft Ordinance to add Chapter 62 Authorizing & Regulating the Conduct of Lawful 
Gambling. 

There was a very lengthy discussion regarding whether to include a trade area in the Ordinance and what 
percentage up to 10% (if any) they wanted to designate from a non-profit organization net profits to be 
given to the city for emergency services.  It was discussed that previous Council have discussed this and 
decided against implementing. The Council is concerned that the ordinance may offend the non-profits that 
already donate to multiple departments at the city. It was discussed that the Fire Chief should go educate 
the non-profits on why this has come up and get input from the non-profits before any final action. Ketchum 
will research and adjust the wording and bring back to the April 18, 2023, Council meeting. 

c. Discuss draft social media Policy. 
Hausken reported that this type of policy was discussed at the League of MN Cities Conference for newly 
elected officials. It was discussed that there is a way to utilize Facebook on the calendar to post that all 
meetings may have a quorum of the Council in attendance so all Council members can attend any 
Committee meeting and not violate open meeting law. She also reported that the League spoke about 
guidelines for government response on websites. Council requested wording that does not violate a 
person’s 1st Amendment rights but insures that if the person is representing the Council with their 
comments must be accurate from the full Council opinion. Ketchum will research and bring back to the April 
18, 2023, Council meeting. 

d. Discuss draft Computer Use Policy 
This policy covers employees only, not elected and appointed officials. The elected and appointed officials 
are covered through the Electronic Communications policy which was adopted December 18, 2012. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Hausken/Haack to approve the Computer Use Policy. All present voted in favor. 
 

e. Discuss holding a Liquor Board Meeting in April 2023. 
This meeting was set for April 3, 2023, at 5:00 p.m. 

f. Committee Reports 
• 03/07/2023 Maple Lake Library Board meeting (Kissock) 

Kissock reported that the meeting was focused on reviewing and editing the By-Laws. 
• 03/08/2023 City Council Workshop meeting (Kissock) 

Kissock reported that the Council learned about funding sources, grants and application requirements. The 
Council brainstormed and created a list of project then prioritized the list with the top three projects being 
Highway 55 safety concerns, pedestrian trails/sidewalks and parks. 

1. Minutes from Stantec 
2. Motion to approve quote from Stantec of $4,000 to create a funding alternative 

matrix for those projects that received a 3 or more votes. Completion date would be 2 
weeks after authorized. 
 

A motion was m/s/p, Hausken/Haack to approve $4,000 to Stantec to create a funding alternative matrix 
for those projects that received a 3 or more votes. All present voted in favor. 
 

3. Discuss whether city want to apply for the Safe Routes to School Boost Grant due May 
17th. 
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Boser, City Engineer, explained the city won’t be eligible for the boost grant. He would recommend the 
Planning grant for Safe Routes in the Fall. He will bring a proposal for Council. 

 
Announcements/Dates to Remember 

a. Memo from MN Department of Health Regarding Statewide Perfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) 
Monitoring Project. 

Hudek reported that the city was tested by the State of Minnesota last April and no traces were detected. 
b. Highway 55 Corridor Coalition Newsletter 2023 

 
April 2023 dates to remember. 

• City Council Meeting, Tuesday, April 4, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. 
• School Liaison Safe School Meeting, Wednesday, April 5, 2023, at 3:15 p.m. 
• Park Board Meeting, Monday, April 10, 2023, at 4:30 p.m. 
• Planning Commission Meeting, Tuesday, April 11, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. 
• Highway 55 Corridor Coalition Meeting, Friday, April 14, 2023, at 9:30 a.m. 
• City Council Meeting, Tuesday, April 18, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. 
• Open Book-Local Board of Appeal & Equalization meeting, Wright County Government 

Center, Thursday, April 27, 2023, from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m.  
 
Council added to the April 2023 calendar a Liquor Board meeting on Monday, April 3, 2023, at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Adjournment  
A motion, m/s/p, Haack/Hausken to adjourn the City Council meeting at 9:38 p.m.  
 

Attest, 
 
 
 
        Renee Eckerly 
        City Administrator 
 

         
 

 


