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MAPLE LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
March 7, 2023 Minutes 

 
Call To Order 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Lynn Kissock. 
 
Roll Call 
Council Members Present: John Haack, Scott Chantland, Lori Hausken, Wayne Paumen and Lynn Kissock 
Absent: none 
Also present: Katie King, Chris Paumen, Tom Paumen, Pat Briggs, John Rivers, Josh Hart, Kurt Hausken, Craig 
Wensmann, Al Hudek, Public Works Director/Airport Manager; Renee Eckerly, City Administrator, Wright 
County Deputy Adman Bauman and Jamison Quast, Cable Commission. 
 
Agenda Approval 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Chantland/Hausken to approve the agenda as printed. All present voted in favor. 
 
Open Forum 
No one present. 
 
Consent Agenda 

a. Approve minutes: City Council Oct. 04, 2022, Oct. 18, 2022, Nov. 1, 2022, Nov. 15, 2022, Feb. 
21, 2023 and Airport Commission Sept. 7, 2022 and Nov. 2, 2022. 

b. Approval of disbursement list from 02/01/2023 – 02/28/2023 and check register from 
02/01/2023 – 02/28/2023 in the amount of $391,877.99. 

c. Approve Resolution 2023-07 Accepting the $500 Donation from the Maple Lake VFW Post 7664 
for the St Patrick’s Day festival. 

 
A motion was m/s/p, Hausken/Paumen to approve the Consent agenda. All present voted in favor. 
 
Department Reports 

a. Administrative Report 
Eckerly, City Administrator reported that the City Council could ride in the back of the Public Works 
Departments pickup for the parade on Saturday like last year. The can coolers are here to be distributed at 
the parade. She attended the Chamber meeting and it was reported the Mr. Wurm no longer has the size 
Christmas tree that the city has purchased in the past. So, the Chamber is researching instead of having a 
Christmas tree to utilize the old Christmas lights that used to be hung on the light poles and setting these 
up on the vacant lot on Division Street. She attended the Airport meeting. She had a meeting with Tom 
Lauer, Ambulance Director and Jen Jerome regarding new vendors to do the 3rd party billing and collections 
instead of Expert T Billing. She met with Steve Peterson, Fire Chief and Shannon DesMarias regarding the 
Fire Departments 2024 budget to present to the Townships. She is working on audit prep. 

b. Public Works/Airport Report – Al Hudek 
Hudek, Public Works Director/Airport Manager reported that the department has been preparing the city 
for the parade on Saturday. They are scheduling and changing out water meters. He reviewed the issues 
with the tenant at 74 Birch Avenue S placing property on the sidewalk and into the street. He and Eckerly 
have spoken to Wright County Sheriff’s department and Trent Theis, new property owner. They have a plan 
to remove any items blocking the sidewalk or street starting at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday and then a Deputy 
will be assigned to monitor the area until after the parade. Any items removed will be taken to the Public 
Works building for the property owner to pick up after the parade. He discussed with Council the location 
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of 2nd meters being placed in the basement and some are transmitting alerts that they may be at risk for 
freezing. 
 
New Business 
 

a. Motion to approve Resolution 2023-08 Declaring Maple Lake Makers and Growers dates City 
Festivals.  

Eckerly reported that the city can have 12 city festivals a year, so with St. Patrick’s Day festival and GearHead 
day there are 4 days remaining and in the Resolution there must be a location of the festival designated. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Kissock/Chantland to approve Resolution 2023-08 Declaring Maple Lake Makers and 
Growers dates City Festivals. All present voted in favor. 
 

b. Tom Paumen, Chairman Industrial Development Group  
T. Paumen, Chairman introduced himself and Josh Hart, Vice Chair of the Industrial Group. The Group has 
12 members. John Rivers is an original member that helped start the group as a resident. They review the 
mission, goals and current projects the Group is working on. They have the 2nd Annual Job Fair scheduled 
for May 2023, which the Fire Department will be participating. Last year at the Job Fair it was estimated 
that there was 1,000 job opening available in Maple Lake most at MP. The Group works with the school to 
introduce students to a career in manufacturing.  The Group is interested in the expansion of the Industrial 
Park. The Industrial Group is an extension of the Maple Lake Chamber of Commerce. 

c. Pat Briggs, Maple Lake Apartments review Concept plan. 
Briggs, Maple Lake Apartments was present to review his Concept plan. He has been interviewing people in 
town to get feedback on his Concept plan. The plan is a mixed use of commercial/residential. Currently the 
5 acres is zoning Highway Commercial. There would be 84 apartment units, and two commercial buildings. 
His concept included the lot owned by the city but he was not planning on purchasing the lot. The detached 
garage unit would be utilized as a buffer from the highway noise. Briggs spoke of a laundry mat and grocery 
store idea. This model is created from his Clearwater, MN project, which is starting in 30 days.  He 
distributed a copy of what the outside of the 3-story apartment building would look like. He reported that 
the whole design is a floating concept and evolving. Council discussed if this is the best use of the property. 
This is the last Highway Commercial land in the city. Council liked the commercial but felt the residential 
could be built elsewhere in the city like on the 30 acres south of the city or a partnership with the Pribyls’. 
It was agreed that housing is needed but not at this spot. There was a brief discussion regarding annexation. 
There was discussion of the option to make the main level of the apartment complex retail and then two 
floors of apartments. Briggs reported that vertical retail fails except in the Twin Cities.  W. Paumen reported 
that there is vertical retail being built in Monticello, MN. Briggs suggested that housing along Highway 55 
should be removed to open up the city to more Highway Commercial property. Council asked Briggs about 
his request for a 26-year TIF district and he said that was not needed to be discussed at this time. The Council 
took a consensus of each member: Haack liked the layout and was in favor, Chantland like the layout but 
didn’t like the location and was opposed, Hausken like the concept but would like it built in a residential 
section of the city so was opposed at this location, Kissock felt it should be built elsewhere in the city and 
was opposed, W. Paumen felt the city needs residential but felt there were issues with the Concept such as 
too high density, water retention and green space, so he was opposed. 

d. Motion to approve Ordinance 2023-02 Amending Chapter 50 Planning Commission 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Chantland/Hausken to approve Ordinance 2023-02 Amending Chapter 50 Planning 
Commission. All present voted in favor. 
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e. Motion to approve Resolution 2023-06 Approving Publication of Ordinance 2023-02 by Title 
and Summary. 
 

A motion was m/s/p, Hausken/Paumen to approve Resolution 2023-06 Approving Publication of Ordinance 
2023-02 by Title and Summary. All present voted in favor. 
 

f. Discuss changing Chapter 1 Regular Meeting time from 7:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Chantland reported that he requested this to be on the agenda for discussion due to the meetings going so 
late. If the meetings started earlier maybe everyone could get home to be able to go to bed at a decent 
time. Council discussed if changing the time would make it difficult for people to attend the meeting. 
Council agreed to move forward and directed Eckerly to start the process to change the Ordinance.  

g. Motion to authorize Mayor Kissock to sign and issue letter of support for Wright Technical 
Center, Capital Improvements 

 
A motion was m/s/p, Paumen/Chantland to authorize Mayor Kissock to sign and issue a letter of support for 
Wright Technical Center, Capital Improvement. All present voted in favor. 
 
Old/Other Business 

a. Motion to approve Ordinance 2023-01 Amending Chapter 11 Park Board.  
 
A motion was m/s/p, Hausken/Paumen to approve Ordinance 2023-01 Amending Chapter 11 Park Board. 
All present voted in favor. 
 

b. Committee Reports 
• 03/01/2023 Airport Commission meeting (Chantland/Kissock) 

Kissock reported that the Airport Commission discuss the Capital Improvement Plan, which they do each 
year and Stantec will make the revisions then it will be on the City Council agenda for approval. Then it will 
be submitted to MNDOT Aeronautics for approval. There was a discussion regarding the benefits of the 
Airport to the Maple Lake community. It was reported that the benefits are not tangible. The EAA Chapter 
does education and flight training which brings people to the community. Pilots fly in and use the courtesy 
car which brings them into the community to spend money.  DJ Brown, Deputy Clerk has done good work 
to get a handle on lease payments, inspections of hangars and is auditing lease files. The City Attorney is 
working on a new lease to make all lease terms the same. It was mentioned that none of the lease holders 
live in the city limits. 

• 03/01/2023 Chamber of Commerce meeting (Eckerly) 
Eckerly reported on this earlier in her administrative report. 

 
Announcements/Dates to Remember 

 
March 2023 dates to remember. 

• City Council Workshop, Wednesday, March 8, 2023, at 5:00 p.m. 
• League of MN Cities, City Day on the Hill, Thursday, March 9, 2023 
• Liquor Board Meeting, Monday, March 13, 2023, at 5:00 p.m. 
• Planning Commission Meeting, Tuesday, March 14, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. 
• Maple Lake Library Board Meeting, Tuesday, March 21, 2023, at 5:30 p.m. 
• City Council Meeting, Tuesday, March 21, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. 
• Wine Club, Wednesday, March 29, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. at the American Legion 

 
Kissock reported that the Maple Lake Library Board met this evening, so it will not be meeting on March 21, 
2023. The next meeting will be in May 2023. 
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Adjournment  
A motion, m/s/p, Hausken/Haack to adjourn the City Council Workshop at 8:26 p.m.  
 

Attest, 
 
 
 
        Renee Eckerly 
        City Administrator 
 

         
 

 


