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MAPLE LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
February 7, 2023 Minutes 

 
Call To Order 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Lynn Kissock. 
 
Roll Call 
Council Members Present: John Haack, Scott Chantland, Lori Hausken, Wayne Paumen and Lynn Kissock 
Absent: none 
Also present: Katie King, William Blizil, William Helmbrecht, Chuck Boser, City Engineer – Stantec; Renee 
Eckerly, City Administrator, Patty Malecek, Wright County and Gavin Woodland, Wright County, Jamison 
Quast, Cable Commission. 
 
Agenda Approval 
The following change was made to the agenda under Consent Agenda added f. Approval to hire Aubrey 
Norten as a part time Liquor Store Clerk at the rate of $15.13 per hour with a start date of February 7, 2023. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Paumen/Haack to approve the agenda with the noted addition. All present voted in 
favor. 
 
Council discussed that members should be mindful of what they are stating on social media as they should 
be distributing accurate information. 
 
Open Forum 
No one present. 
 
Consent Agenda 

a. Approve minutes: City Council Dec. 20, 2022, January 17, 2023, and Closed City Council January 
17, 2023. 

b. Approval of disbursement list from 01/01/2023 – 01/31/2023 and check register from 
01/01/2023 – 01/31/2023 in the amount of $938,344.36. 

c. Approve the city mileage rate of $.655 cents per mile effective January 1, 2023. 
d. Approve to sell four Apple iPad as surplus after Paumen Computers resets to factory settings 

from the City Council. 
e. Approve parade route for the St Patrick Day parade. 
f. ADDED: Approval to hire Aubrey Norten as a part time Liquor Store Clerk at the rate of $15.13 

per hour with a start date of February 7, 2023. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Hausken/Chantland to approve the Consent agenda with the noted addition. All 
present voted in favor. 
 
Department Reports 

a. Administrative Report 
Eckerly, City Administrator reported that she received training on the SWTV cable equipment operations. 
She still needs a couple of times of hands on but will give the city an option for meetings when a Cable 
Recorder person is not available. She attended the first webinar of the Boot Camp for Safe Streets. There 
was about 40 cities from across the United States in the meeting. She attended the Chamber meeting. There 
are $5.00 raffle tickets to raise money for the St Patrick day events available for sale at the City Hall. The top 
prize is $500.00, and the winners will be drawn on March 29, 2023. The big attractions for the parade are a 
hot air balloon basket and stilt walkers. The Chamber of Commerce social is March 2, 2023, at the American 
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Legion from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. She has update the Social Media and Computer Use polices and sent 
them to the City Attorney for review prior to coming to the City Council. She also distributed copies of the 
Maple Lake Strategic Plan for 2027 that was created in 2016. 
 
New Business 
 

a. Discuss bids for Fire truck 4x4 Crew Cab Chassis.  
William Blizil, William Helmbrecht. Fire Department Representative reported this chassis is to replace the 
1999 Rescue #2 truck according to the replacement schedule. This truck was originally approved by Council 
in September 2022, but Ford cancelled the order. The box for the vehicle is custom made. Of the three 
quotes, Tenvoorde Ford is the only dealership that can get the vehicle in 2023 for $56,210.00. That is the 
reason they are being recommended. No money down is needed. Full payment will be at delivery.  
 
A motion was m/s/p, Chantland/Paumen to approve the purchase of a 4x4 Crew Cab Chasses for $56,210.00 
from Tenvoorde Ford. All present voted in favor. 
 

b. Gavin Woodland, Wright County Health Promotion Coordinator Presenting  
Information Regarding Radon & Radon Testing (Rescheduled from Jan. 3, 2023) 
Woodland reported on the importance of Radon testing and how Radon gas is generated from the soil. He 
had two other representatives with him that handed out additional information at the meeting. It is best 
for residences to test in the winter and should be tested annually. Testing kits are $5.00 and have expiration 
dates. Test kits can be obtained from Wright County. There are grants available for mitigation through 
Wright County. The cost of mitigation is approximately $1,500 and consists of PVC piping and a fan unit to 
blow the gas outside the house. The city mailed out testing information in the water bills that went out 
February 1, 2023. Woodland reported that his office has been getting calls from Maple Lake residence and 
appreciates working with Eckerly and the Administrative staff to get the information distributed. 

c. Motion to set Wednesday, March 8, 2023, at 5:00 p.m. for Workshop with Stantec 
regarding water/sewer and city priorities 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Hausken/Chantland to set Wednesday, March 8, 2023, at 5:00 p.m. for Workshop with 
Stantec regarding water/sewer and city priorities. All present voted in favor. 
 
Old/Other Business 
 

a. Motion to approve Resolution 2023-03 Authorizing Public Purpose Expenditure  
of $7,000.00 contribution to the Makers & Growers through the Maple Lake Chamber of Commerce.  
 
A motion was m/s/p, Paumen/Hausken to approve Resolution 2023-03 Authorizing Public Purpose 
Expenditure of $7,000.00 contribution to the Makers & Growers through the Maple Lake Chamber of 
Commerce. All present voted in favor. 
 
Katie King was present to thank the Council for the contribution and stated that she has received numerous 
calls from people who want to volunteer to help and participants. If you know of someone who wants to 
participate have them call Katie King. 
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b. 2023 Street Project Update – Stantec 
Boser, City Engineer reviewed the map of the proposed 2023 Street Project. He showed the PED trail going 
from 6th Street to Congress over the stormwater utility easement which abuts PACE, Rhino and Maple Lake 
Properties. He reviewed the proposed sidewalk that would go on the north side along PACE to Maple 
Avenue when it would switch to the south side of Congress along Maple Lake Bowl, and the Paumen Family 
properties. He also presented the gap in red which was from Spruce Street to the proposed PED trail on the 
north side of Congress Street. This section would be an additional $80,000 but would complete a safe route 
for pedestrians 
 from the residential housing on the west side of Spruce Street all the way to the school. Wright County will 
be splitting the cost ($17,000.00) and future maintenance of the rapid flashing beacon at the crosswalk on 
Oak Avenue S/County Road 7 NW. The consensus of the Council was to add the section to the proposed 
project and send a courtesy letter to Cedar Lake Engineering to make them aware, but there is no cost to 
them. Samples of the letters notifying the property owners on the project were distributed to the City 
Council. Boser reported to get a grant for the sidewalks the city would have to have a Master Sidewalk plan 
in place for multiple years to qualify for the Safe Routes to School funding. Boser reported that prior to the 
project beginning he will schedule a pre-construction meeting with the other utility companies on this 
project.  
 
Hausken present grant information that she learned about at the School Liaison Safe meeting regarding Safe 
Routes. Boser will get a copy to Heidi Peper, Stantec. 

c. 2022 City Audit Cost Proposals from Conway, Deuth & Schmiesing 
Eckerly, City Administrator reported that the following auditing firms she has contacted and they are not 
taking new clients: ABDO Financial, Baker Tilley, CliftonLarsonAllen, Bergan:KDV. Oberloh & Oberloh tried 
to fit the city into their schedule but was unable. MMKR has not returned her call. Conway, Dueth & 
Schmiesing has the present the proposal for $41,250 for the 2022 audit and an option for a 3 year proposal 
for $44,750 in 2023 and $49,250 in 2024. Eckerly reported that this is approximately double from previous 
years, and she had included fees paid for audits from 2011 – 2021. She also reported on February 3, 2023, 
the Office of the State Auditor release the revenue thresholds for audit for 2022 and the City of Maple Lake 
was in “A city with a population of 2,500 or less and a combined clerk/treasurer must have an annual audit 
for 2022 if its annual revenue is more than $272,000.” The Council requested Eckerly try to find one more 
proposal that they could compare the Conway, Dueth & Schmiesing proposal to the next City Council 
meeting. 

d. Discuss new date or cancelling the July 4, 2023, City Council meeting (from Jan. 9, 2023) 
City Council discuss to cancel the meeting for now and if there is city business that needs to be addressed, 
they will schedule a special meeting. Council requested Eckerly setup a City Council calendar in Outlook that 
will show all the meetings that are schedule. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Kissock/Paumen to cancel the July 4, 2023, City Council meeting and if needed will add 
one back based on needed. All present voted in favor. 
 

e. Discuss sponsoring a Ukraine Family (Haack) (from April 5, 2022) 
Haack reported on the history of his presentation to the City Council in April 2022 regarding assisting one 
or two Ukraine families to relocate to Maple Lake. He has done research on housing, employment and food 
assistance. But the Council at that time felt this was not an expense of the taxpayers and that he should 
work with a non-profit organization. It was discussed that the City does not have a social service agency to 
assist with refugees, but Wright County does and they know what would be needed.  It was suggested Haack 
contact Wright County to learn what the process is and what steps would be missing to assist a refugee 
family. Then he should write a proposal being specific as to what he is requesting from the city to accomplish 
the relocation and bring it back to the City Council. 
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f. Committee Reports 
• 01/25/2023 School Liaison Safe School meeting (Hausken) 

Hausken reported that there was a lot of people in attendance. There was talk about grants, that truancy is 
still an issue, February being Teen Violence Awareness month, Hidden in Plain Site program, school is still 
struggling with mental health issues from COVID, Joy Ride program is rides from bars for patrons to their 
home for $3.00 and prom is April 4, 2023. 

• 02/01/2023 Chamber of Commerce meeting (Eckerly) 
Bernatellos’ and Rhino are sponsoring Open Gym on a Sunday for an hour for the public for $120.00. Eckerly 
recommended the Park Board sponsor a Sunday to promote exercise before the parks open. She spoke 
about other items earlier in her Administrator report. 

 
Announcements/Dates to Remember 

a. Local Board of Appeal & Equalization or Open Book Meeting, Thursday, April 27, 2023, from 
3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Wright County Government Center 

b. League of MN Cities – City Day on the Hill, March 9, 2023 
 

February 2023 dates to remember. 
• City Council Meeting, Tuesday, February 7, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. 
• Park Board Meeting, Monday, February 13, 2023, at 5:00 p.m. (will be cancelled) 
• Note Date Change: Planning Commission Meeting, Wednesday, Feb. 15, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. 
• Holiday Closed, Monday, February 20, 2023 
• City Council Meeting, Tuesday, February 21, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Adjournment  
A motion, m/s/p, Haack/Hausken to adjourn the City Council Workshop at 8:35 p.m.  
 

Attest, 
 
 
 
        Renee Eckerly 
        City Administrator 
 

         
 

 


