
Maple Lake City Council  November 15, 2022 Page 1 of 4 
   

MAPLE LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
November 15, 2022 Minutes 

 
Call To Order 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Pro Temp Kristen Logas. 
 
Roll Call 
Council Members Present: John Haack, Bruce Ballweber, Kristen Logas, and Wayne Paumen 
Absent: none 
Also present: Greg Billet, Al Hudek, Public Works Director; Angela Berthiaume, Liquor Store 
Manager; Chuck Boser, City Engineer–Stantec; Renee Eckerly, City Administrator; Sam 
Ketchum, City Attorney, Kennedy-Graven; Kirk Larson, Wright County Deputy Swan and Deputy 
Lendel, Scott Chantland, Jamison Quast, Cable Commission. 
 
Agenda Approval 
The following change was made to the agenda under Consent Agenda added i. Approve 
Resolution 2022-43 accepting donations for 2 softball scoreboards and under New Business 
added c. Motion to approve the payout of compensation time to Renee Eckerly, City Administrator 
of 493.50 hours $17,815.35 and Shannon DesMarais of 320.13 hours $7,548.55 incurred while 
working on the 2021 audit. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Ballweber/Paumen to approve the agenda with the noted addition. All 
present voted in favor. 
  
Open Forum 
John Haack, 118 1st St E addressed the City Council regarding the legal case the city has filed in 
court against him. He handed out the Notice of Case Filing and Assignment from Wright County 
District Court, a written letter and his campaign literature. 
 
Greg Billet, 61 Birch S who lives above the Jewel Cabinet business came to ask the City Council 
where he can park without getting towed, since his landlord (Scott Christianson) has no parking 
available and the winter parking ban is in effect. 
 
Consent Agenda 

a. Minutes – none ready, requested to be removed. 
b. Approval of disbursement list from 10/27/2022 – 11/11/2022 in the amount of 

$114,784.91 and check register from 11/01/2022 – 11/11/2022 in the amount of 
$105,950.18. 

c. Engineer’s report. 
Boser, City Engineer review report and gave status of proposed 2023 Street project 
that surveying is completed, proposing to add a cul-de-sac on Robert Street. On 2021 
Street Project, there has been some punch list items completed, but not sure if the 
contractor can get everything completed to close the project by December 31, 2022. 

d. Building Permit report. Distributed at the meeting. 
e. Approve Pre-Development Agreement with Pribyl Properties. 
f. Approve Pre-Development Agreement with Pat Briggs. 
g. Approve Resolution 2022-41 Accepting donation from Ramsey Lake Property 

Owners Association Inc of $600.00 for “Christmas in Maple Lake” festival. 
h. Approve gambling permit for Knights of Columbus Father’s O’Brien Council 3613 for 

raffles on February 4, 2023. 
i. ADDED: Approve Resolution 2022-43 Accepting Donations for 2 Softball 

Scoreboards. 
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A motion was m/s/p, Ballweber/Paumen to approve the agenda with the noted addition and 
remove item a. Minutes. All present voted in favor. 
 
Wright County Sheriff’s Department 

a. October Monthly Reports. Deputy Swan was present and reviewed the October activity 
reports and answered questions. 

 
Department Reports 

a. Liquor Store Report 
Berthiaume, Liquor Store Manager reported sales are up 4.8% for October. There is a silent 
auction being held and all proceeds will be donated to the Food Shelf. Next Wine Club is the 
Holiday Wine club and will be on December 7, 2022. The holiday hours for the liquor store will be 
closed on Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Eve will be open 9:00 am – 4:00 p.m., Christmas Day will 
be closed, New Year’s Eve 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m., closed on New Year Day and closed January 
2, 2023. Currently doing a Facebook promotion for 8 bottles of rare whiskey. The staff will be 
doing inventory during December and preparing for the annual audit. 

b. Public Works Report 
Hudek, Public Works Director/Airport Manager reported the power poles are set and boards are 
installed at the new ice-skating rink. There will be a porta potty for the skaters and the sidewalks 
will be cleaned for access to the rink. They will begin the flooding process as soon as the 
temperature remains below 32 degrees. The department is concentrating on installing the new 
Kamstrup water meters. They have also been working on getting the equipment ready for 
snowplowing. 

c. Administrator Report 
Eckerly, City Administrator reported that she attended the Airport Committee meeting and had 
David (DJ) Brown, Deputy Clerk attend also. She attended the Personnel meeting and did 
performance evaluations. The server migration of Civic to the new server was completed and she 
is working on getting LaserFiche scheduled. Elections had a couple of issues in the early morning 
but was able to get them corrected. Elections judges were great and she appreciated their hard 
work. She reviewed data from the elections. David (DJ) Brown is working on setting the new 
meters setup in the software and getting utility bills generated. She has been working on budget. 
 
New Business 

a. Resolution 2022-40 Certifying the Results of the November 8, 2022 Elections  
Eckerly reported that along with the Resolution the City Council needs to approve the Abstract 
Votes Cast from Wright County. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Haack/Ballweber to approve Resolution 2022-40 Certifying the Results of 
the November 8, 2022 Elections and the Abstract Votes Cast report from Wright County. All 
present voted in favor. 
 
Oath of Office – Wayne Paumen (Special 2-year term) 
 

b. Motion to approve Maple Lake Airport Ground Lease with Douglas A Ouverson 
for unit D1 starting March 1, 2023. 
 

A motion was m/s/p, Ballweber/Haack to the Maple Lake Airport Ground Lease with Douglas A 
Ouverson for unit D1 starting March 1, 2023. All present voted in favor. 
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c. REMOVED: Motion to approve the payout of compensation time to Renee 
Eckerly, City Administrator of 493.50 hours $17,815.35 and Shannon DesMarais 
of 320.13 hours $7,548.55 incurred while working on the 2021 audit. 

d. Motion to approve promotion of William Eccless from part-time to full time 
Maintenance Worker at Grade 5/Step 11 $24.51 per hour on the 2022 pay scale 
effective November 16, 2022. 

 
A motion was m/s/p, Haack/Ballweber to approve promoting William Eccless from part-time to full 
time Maintenance Worker at Grade 5/Step 11 $24.51 per hour on the 2022 pay scale effective 
November 16, 2022. All present voted in favor. 
 

e. Motion to approve Resolution 2022-42 Certifying Delinquent Accounts 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Logas/Paumen to approve Resolution 2022-42 Certifying Delinquent 
Accounts. All present voted in favor. 
 
Old/Other Business 
 

a. Summary of Closed Personnel Committee Meeting (Nov. 3, 2022).  
 
Eckerly reported that Berthiaume had reviewed the report and questioned some of the amounts 
for her staff. Eckerly requested the City Council to table this item until December 6, 2022. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Haack/Paumen to table the summary of Closed Personnel Committee 
meeting (Nov. 3, 2022) until December 6, 2022 to clarify possible error on spreadsheet. All present 
voted in favor. 
 

b. Committee Reports 
• 11/02/2022 Special Airport Commission Meeting (Logas/Haack) 

Haack reported that the Commission discussed the financial condition of the airport, review 
information from the City of Buffalo regarding their airport and discussed defaulted lease owners. 
Main revenue sources are fuel and hanger lease. The Buffalo Airport gets federal grant dollars 
and Maple Lake get money from the State of Minnesota. There were pilots that attended and it 
was a good meeting. 

 
Announcements/Dates to Remember 

a. Highway 55 Corridor Coalition Annual Meeting, December 9, 2022 on zoom or at the 
City of Independence from 9:30 a.m.  – 11:00 a.m. Paumen and Ballweber may come 
to City Hall for the meeting. 

b. “Christmas in Maple Lake” festival announcement on December 3, 2022 from 10:00 
a.m. to noon. 
 

November 2022 dates to remember 
• Special City Council Workshop – Budget meeting, Monday, November 21, 2022, 

at 5:00 p.m. 
• Special Planning Commission Meeting, Tuesday, November 22, 2022, at 6:00 p.m. 

(may be cancelled) 
• Holiday Closed, Thursday & Friday, November 24 & 25, 2022 

 
December 2022 dates to remember 

• Special City Council Meeting, Tuesday, December 6, 2022, at 6:00 p.m. 
• Truth & Taxation Public Hearing, Tuesdays, December 6, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.  
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• Park Board Meeting, Monday, December 12, 2022, at 5:00 p.m. 
• Planning Commission Meeting, Tuesday, December 13, 2022, at 6:00 p.m. 
• City Council Meeting, Tuesday, December 20, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. 
• Holiday Closed, Friday, December 23, 2022 
• Holiday Closed, Monday, December 26,2022 

 
Council reviewed the Christmas tree lighting process and the Chamber paying for the lighting and 
the city purchasing the tree at 210 Division. 
 
Adjournment  
A motion, m/s/p, Haack/Paumen to adjourn the City Council Workshop at 7:58 p.m.  
 

Attest, 
 
 
 
        Renee Eckerly 
        City Administrator 


