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MAPLE LAKE SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL 
November 1, 2022 Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Mayor Pro-Temp Kristen Logas. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Council Members Present: John Haack, Bruce Ballweber, Wayne Paumen and Kristen Logas. 
Absent: none  
Others Present: Renee Eckerly, City Administrator; Al Hudek, Public Works Director; Kirk Larson, Shelly 
McAlpine, Jamison Quast, Cable Commission; Wright County Deputy Westberg, and Katie Friedman, 
Messenger. 
 
AGENDA APPROVAL 
The following changes were made to the agenda: 
 Consent Agenda: 

g. Added: Hiring of Ken Kronschnabel for Liquor Store Clerk at $12.78 per hour effective October 
31, 2022. 
h. Added: Approve Resolution 2022-39 Accepting Donation from Northstar Search & Rescue  
Gambling Account in the amount of $2,500 for computer training equipment at the fire hall. 
Old/Other Business: 
a. Remove: From 10/18/2022 – MN Statute 349.213 10% Annual Contribution to the Fire 

Department from local lawful gambling. 
  
A motion was m/s/p, Haack/Paumen to approve the agenda with the noted additions/removals. All 
present voted in favor. 

OPEN FORUM 
Kirk Larson, 410 Oak Avenue S, he is a former city council member from 2017-2020. During his time on the 
City Council, they updated the Comprehensive Plan and it cost $10,000. The consultant at that time told 
the Council that the city was heavy industrial and needs more housing and commercial/retail. He is not in 
favor of the $40,000 to study industrial land. Chris Paumen is building housing and that is what is needed.  
 
Council commented that $30,000 of the $40,000 is to update the Comprehensive Plan with Stantec. 
Council would like to see more housing also. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Approval of disbursement list from 10/15/2022 – 10/26/2022 and check register from 
10/15/2022 – 10/26/2022 in the amount of $425,348.44 

b. Approval of Engineer’s report (Nov. 15, 2022) 
c. Approval of Building Permit report (Nov. 15, 2022) 
d. Approval of Liquor Store report – Ang Berthiaume (Nov. 15,2022) 
e. Maintenance/Airport report – Al Hudek (Nov. 15, 2022) 
f. Approve gambling 2 permits for St Timothy’s Catholic Church for bingo on March 26, 2023 and 

at The V bingo, paddlewheels, pull-tabs, tip boards and raffle on May 6, 2023. 
g. Added: Approve to hire Ken Kronschnabel for Liquor Store Clerk at $12.78 per hour effective 

October 31, 2022. 
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h. Added: Approve Resolution 2022-39 Accepting Donation from NorthStar Search & Rescue 
Gambling Account in the amount of $2,500 for computer training equipment at the fire hall 

A motion was m/s/p, Paumen/Ballweber to approve the consent agenda with additions.  All present voted 
in favor. 

Wright County Sherriff’s Department 

a. October Monthly reports (Nov. 15, 2022) 

Department Reports 

a. Administrative Report 
Eckerly, City Administrator reported that she setup and attended for the candidate debate. There was 
approximately 35 people in the audience plus the candidates. She has been addressing some campaign 
sign allegations, building permit violations. Working on preparing for the elections by testing equipment. 
People can still vote absentee by going to Wright County Government Center. The best way to see the 
most current election results on election night will be the Secretary of State website. People are 
contacting the city regarding their delinquent accounts.  
 
Council thanked Nick Pawlenty and the Chamber for organizing the Candidate Forum at the American 
Legion. 
 
New Business  

a. Motion to approve the hiring of William Eccless for the position of part-time maintenance 
worker effective October 25, 2022 at the rate of $21.98. 

Hudek, Public Work Director report that Eccless has his CDL which will help a lot with plowing. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Haack/Paumen to approve the hiring of William Eccless for the position of part-time 
maintenance worker effective October 25, 2022 at the rate of $21.98.  All present voted in favor. 
 

b. Motion to set a Public Hearing for 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 6, 2022 for the purpose of 
presenting and inviting comment on the Wellhead Protection Plan Part 2. 

Hudek, Public Work Director report that this Plan is to protect the City’s water and wells. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Logas/Haack to set a Public Hearing for 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 6, 2022 for 
the purpose of presenting and inviting comment on the Wellhead Protection Plan Part 2.  All present voted 
in favor. 
 

c. Review draft Ordinance 2022-07 New Chapter 56 Regarding Legalized Tetrahydrocannabinol 
Products (THC). 

 
Eckerly reported that the State of Minnesota approved THC products but didn’t put any regulations on the 
sale. Dave Anderson, City Attorney stated that the city can’t ban the sale but can regulate. Eckerly thought 
it best for the city to get an ordinance in place as soon as possible and is looking for a consensus of the 
City Council to proceed with the 10 day posting. Then the new chapter will come back on the November 
15, 2022 agenda for action and setting of the fee.  Ballweber commented that there is already a drug 
problem in Maple Lake and he is against the selling of any THC products. 
 
Council agreed to have Eckerly post the new chapter and bring it back on November 15, 2022 for action. 
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d. Review request from Representative Marion O’Neill to implement not mowing leaves in the fall. 
Eckerly reported that she received an email from Representative O’Neill requesting that the city not mow 
the Community Park in the fall to protect the insects. Hudek reported that he disagrees with not mowing. 
The park has a large amount of leaves that fall and if the leaves are not removed the grass will die from 
mold.  

e. Discuss water billing survey (Haack) 
Council discussed that number 8 be removed. They discussed only putting one or two questions at a time 
in the newsletter. Some of these topics have already been discussed. There are other options for surveys 
such as Survey Monkey instead of on paper. Haack requested other Council members to add questions. 
There was no interest. The City Council in the 1970’s would send out 25-30 questions and discuss the 
results at the Council meeting. The Council will be sending out a survey when updating the Comprehensive 
Plan and don’t want to burn out the Community answering irrelevant questions. 
 
Old / Other Business 

a. Remove: From 10/18/2022 – MN Statute 349.213 10% Annual Contribution to the Fire 
Department from local lawful gambling. 

This will be brought back at the November 15, 2022 meeting. 
 

b. Discuss recommendation from Planning Commission to City Council to identify industrial 
building sites and updating the Comprehensive Plan and to have these projects be overseen 
by the Planning Commission at a budget amount of $40,000. 

Logas and Ballweber reported that this came from the October Planning Commission meeting for the City 
to budget in 2023 and set aside $40,000 for the Comprehensive Plan and any other studies that would 
need to be completed such as soil testing to decide if the Pribly property is correct for housing or 
industrial.  This action would prove to the Planning Commission and Industrial Group that the City Council 
supports their efforts to locate new industrial land to be developed. The City Council would still need to 
approve all recommendations from the Planning Commission but the Planning Commission would do all 
the research and then bring the results to the City Council for final action. 
 

c. Committee Reports: 
• 10/25/2022 Special Planning Commission Meeting (Ballweber/Logas) 

The information was discussed under Old Business. John Rivers retired after 18 years, so Planning 
Commission is seeking an individual interested in being appointed to the Planning Commission. 
 

Announcements / Dates to Remember 
a. Wright County Public Hearing notification of variance request by Christopher Rasset. 
b. 2022 Election Information: 

i. General Election-Early voting, Wright County or mail, September 23-November 7, 2022 
ii. General Election – In Person Voting, Maple Lake City Hall, Tuesday, November 8, 2022, 7:00 a.m. 

– 8:30 p.m.  
 
November 2022 dates to remember 
• City Council Meeting, Tuesday, November 1, 2022, at 7:00 pm 
• Special Airport Commission Meeting, Wednesday, November 2, 2022, at 5:00 pm 
• Closed Personnel Committee Meeting – Performance Eval, Thursday, November 3, 2022, at 5:00 pm 
• DATE CHANGED: Special City Council Workshop-Budget Meeting, Monday, Nov. 21, 2022, at 5:00 p.m. 
• ELECTION DAY – NO MEETINGS ALLOWED 
• Holiday Closed, Friday, November 11, 2022 
• City Council Meeting, Tuesday, November 15, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. 
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• Special Planning Commission Meeting, Tuesday, November 22, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. 
• Holiday Closed, Thursday & Friday, November 24 &25, 2022 

 

 
Adjournment 

 
A motion was m/s/p, Haack/Paumen to adjourn at 7:45 p.m.  All present voted in favor. 

 

 

        Attest, 

 

        Renee Eckerly 
        City Administrator 

 
 


