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MAPLE LAKE SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL 
October 4, 2022 Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Mayor Pro-Temp Kristen Logas. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Council Members Present: John Haack, Bruce Ballweber, Wayne Paumen and Kristen Logas. 
Absent: none  
Others Present: Renee Eckerly, City Administrator; Kirk Larson, Bill Korpela Jr, Lori Hausken, Kurt Hausken, 
Kristin Helwig, Jamison Quast, Cable Commission; and Wright County Deputy Weinzetl. 
 
AGENDA APPROVAL 
The following changes were made to the agenda: 
 Consent Agenda: 

a. Remove: Minutes 
New Business: 
e. Add: Approval of Resolution 2022-36 Appointing Additional Election Judges for the General 
Election. 

  
A motion was m/s/p, Ballweber/Paumen to approve the agenda with the noted addition/removals. All 
present voted in favor. 

OPEN FORUM 
Lori Hausken, 313 Oriole Avenue, she inquired regarding confusion with the distribution list and check 
register. There are multiple items listed twice and some were approved at the last Council meeting. She 
would like some clarification as to why this is happening. She is seeking clarification regarding what 
minutes are being approved at this meeting and the previous Council meeting. She asked if there will be a 
report of the results of the Special Council meeting on September 28, 2022 regarding the budget. Logas 
reported that the preliminary budget was set at 12%. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Approval of disbursement list from 09/14/2022 – 09/30/2022 and check register from 
09/14/2022 – 09/30/2022 in the amount of $359,893.47. 

b. Approval of Engineer’s report (Oct. 18, 2022) 
c. Approval of Building Permit report (Oct. 18. 2022) 
d. Approval of Liquor Store report – Ang Berthiaume (Oct. 18. 2022) 
e. Approval of Hiring Jane Bayerl for Liquor Store Clerk at $12.78 per hour effective September 

29, 2022 

A motion was m/s/p, Paumen/Haack to approve the consent agenda with removal.  All present voted in 
favor. 

Wright County Sherriff’s Department 

a. September Monthly reports. (Oct. 18, 2022) 
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Department Reports 

a. Administrative Report 
Eckerly, City Administrator reported that the utility billing antenna is installed on the water tower. There 
are 94 Kamstrup meters installed. The new full page water bill went out today. The preliminary budget is 
at 12% which is the same as last year with a goal to reduce the budget to 4%. Leaf pickup will be only on 
Mondays’ starting October 17, 2022 through November 14, 2022 at 7:00 a.m. Leaves must be on the curb 
in biodegradable bags only. Winter parking begins November 1, 2022 through April 1, 2023. No Parking 
from 1:00 a.m. to 7:00 a.m. or until streets are plowed curb to curb. Residents can register to vote or to 
obtain an absentee ballot go to www.mnvotes.gov 

b. Maintenance/Airport Manager Report 
Al Hudek, Public Works Director was not able to attend. 
 
New Business  

a. Discuss MNSPECT contract renewal, currently expires December 31, 2022. 
Eckerly reported per Dave Anderson, City Attorney that the agreement with MNSPECT does not expire 
without 120 day notification which is stated on page 3. This morning Jen Jerome and herself met with Al 
Green, Scott Quale and Ty Turnquist via zoom and pointed this out in the contract. They were not aware 
and Safe Built would like to get all the contracts in their name out of MNSPECTS. This can be achieved if 
Safe Assure sends a letter requesting the contract be opened and the City Council would have the choice 
whether to allow it or not. The other reason for the meeting was the delay in getting permits from 
MNSPECT. According to the agreement, a permit for residential is 10 business days and commercial is 15 
business days. MNSPECT is going completely electronic with a new software called Community Care. 
MNSPECT will be coming to train staff so that we can see what stage a permit is in for a resident. 
MNSPECT is now communicating 100% with email only. If a person does not have a computer questions or 
correspondence will be mailed to them which adds a lot of time to the permit process. MNSPECT will no 
longer make phone calls. MNSPECT is scheduling for contractors to have access to the software by January 
1, 2023 so that they can track their own permits through a portal.  
 
Council is not sure if they want to stay with MNSPECT. Eckerly reported according to Dave Anderson, City 
Attorney it will be quite costly to cut ties with MNSPECT because the city agreed to prepay for permits. It 
cost the city $40,000 over the last year to get rid of Metro West because they were not doing inspections 
but were waiting and expiring permits and then billing the city. Dave Anderson, City Attorney wants the 
Council to understand that the city needs a Code Enforcement Officer due to the number of cases going to 
court. Al Green, Safe Built is willing to come to a Council meeting or meet with representative to discuss 
issues. Council requested that a representative come to the November 15, 2022 meeting. 
 

b. Discuss the North Fork Crow River Comprehensive Watershed Management. 
Council recommended to have Al Hudek, Public Works Director and Phil Gravel, City Engineer with Stantec 
review and give report if they have concerns. 
 

c. Motion to approve Resolution 2022-34 Approving the Annual Operating Transfers in 2021. 
A motion was m/s/p, Ballweber/Haack to approve Resolution 2022-34 Approving the Annual Operating 
Transfers for 2021.  All present voted in favor. 

d. Motion to Approve Resolution 2022-35 Approving Closure of Funds and Transfer – G.O. Bond 
series 2014A 

 
 

http://www.mnvotes.gov/
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A motion was m/s/p, Haack/Paumen to approve Resolution 2022-35 Approving Closure of Funds and 
Transfer – G.O. Bond series 2014A.  All present voted in favor. 
 

e. Motion to Approve Resolution 2022-36 Appointing Additional Election Judges for the General 
Election. 
 

A motion was m/s/p, Haack/Paumen to approve Resolution 2022-36 Appointing Additional Election Judges 
for the General Election.  All present voted in favor. 
 
Old / Other Business 

a. Tabled September 20, 2022 – Discuss options to dispose of wood at the compost site. 
Al Hudek, Public Works Director is recommending Sylvester Custom Grinding for $12,000. Haack is against 
grinding and wants to burn the brush, which would be in violation of the city’s ordinance. Al researched 
the cost of a grabble bucket is $30,000 for the loader. Sylvester will leave some mulch for the residents. 
Branches at the compost site should not be any larger than 4 inches. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Logas/Paumen to approve quote from Sylvester Custom Grinding for $12,000.  Haack 
voted against and all other votes were in favor. 
 

b. Committee Reports: 
• 09/21/2022 Wright Co Mayors Association Meeting (Logas) 

Logas reported that the meeting was held at the Bait & Hook, Cokato. Wright County Attorney reported 
on the smoke shops and opioid award money. The Wright County Commissioners will be becoming 
members. There are four meetings a year. 

• 09/29/2022 Special City Council Meeting (Logas) 
Logas reported that the Council set the preliminary levy at 12% and staff will work on reducing this to 4% for the Truth 
and Taxation meeting in December 2022. 

• 10/03/2022 Closed Personnel Meeting (Logas) 
This meeting was rescheduled to November 3, 2022 at 5:00 p.m. 

 
Announcements / Dates to Remember 

a. Notification of Public Hearing – Jared & Mallory Gustin 4080 Fillmore Ave N, Variance, October 7, 2022. 
b. 2022 Election Information: 

i. Candidate Debate – October 19, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. at Maple Lake City Hall 
ii. Informal Candidate Forum, Wednesday, October 26, 2022, at the American Legion 

iii. General Election – Early Voting, Wright County or mail, September 23- November 7, 2022 
iv. General Election – In Person Voting, Maple Lake City Hall, Tuesday, November 8, 2022, 7:00 a.m. 

– 8:00 p.m.  
 
October 2022 dates to remember 
• City Council Meeting, Tuesday, October 4, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. 
• Joint Wastewater Meeting, Thursday, October 6, 2022, at 5:30 p.m. 
• Library Board Meeting, Tuesday, October 18, 2022 at 5:30 p.m. at The V 
• City Council Meeting, Tuesday, October 18, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. 
• Candidate Debate, Wednesday, October 19, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall 
• Special Planning Commission Meeting, Tuesday, October 25, 2022, at 6:00 p.m. 
• Candidate Meet & Greet, October 26, 2022, at American Legion 
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Adjournment 
 

A motion was m/s/p, Ballweber/Haack to adjourn at 7:55 p.m.  All present voted in favor. 

        Attest, 

 

        Renee Eckerly 
        City Administrator 

 
 


