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MAPLE LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
September 20, 2022 Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Pro-Tem Kristen Logas. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ROLL CALL 
Council Members Present: Bruce Ballweber, John Haack, Wayne Paumen, and Kristen Logas. 
Absent:  
Others Present: Diane Jude, Charles Webb, Lori Hausken, Kurt Hausken, Nick Pawlenty, James Aarestad, 
Wright Co Deputy Westberg, Renee Eckerly, City Administrator; Sam Ketchum, City Attorney, Kennedy-
Graven; Katie Friedman, Messenger; and Jamison Quast, Cable Commission. 
 
OPEN FORUM  
Nick Pawlenty was present to thank the city for the $15,000 donation and to inquire how the handicap 
parking spot was selected on Birch Avenue in front of the library. 
Lori Hausken was present to discuss the cost of ABDO financial and if the approximate $43,000 is the final 
cost and what fund is the money coming from to pay the bill. The Council commented that the money 
would come from the General fund. They believe that all invoices have been submitted. The audit is now 
in the hands of Schlenner Wenner. Hausken inquired if there will be additional expenses for staff time for 
the extra hours that were put in. She would like to know the status of the monthly bank reconciliations. 
Eckerly reported that after the auditors’ entries are entered, she can close the books for 2021 and start 
the 2022 reconciliation. She would like to know the status of the Council minutes. Eckerly reported that 
she continues to work on them. 
 
AGENDA APPROVAL 
Logas reported that the following items had been added to the agenda in the update. The Consent Agenda 
item a had minutes from Sept 7, 2021, Workshop & Council meeting, October 5, 2021, Workshop, Nov. 3, 
2021, Workshop, Nov. 9, 2021, Workshop, November 17, 2021, Workshop, and the Planning Commission 
minutes from August 23, 2022. The Old Business had item c added a Motion to approve Resolution 2022-
33 Establishing two-hour parking. Eckerly reported under Consent Agenda item f the date has been 
changed to January 10, 2023. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Paumen/Haack to approve the updated agenda with the addition to Consent Agenda 
item a and Old Business item c added.  All present voted in favor.  

 
CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Approval of City Council minutes: September 7, 2021, Workshop & Council meeting, October 
5, 2021, Workshop, November 3, 2021, Workshop, November 9, 2021, Workshop, November 
17, 2021, Workshop and the Planning Commission minutes from August 23, 2022. 

b. Approval of 9/01/2022 - 9/14/2022 Disbursement List, 9/01/2022 - 9/14/2022 Check Register 
in the amount of $112,064.92. 

c. Approval Engineer’s Report.  
d. Approval Building Permit Update 5-re-roof, 1 remodel and 1 plumbing report. 
e. Approve of Resolution 2022-30 Accepting Donation from Maple Lake Lions for “Christmas in 

Maple Lake” Festival for $1,500. 
f. Church of St. Timothy’s Gambling license for January 10, 2023. 
g. Approval to purchase tree for $250.00 for holiday season from Paul Wurm. 

A motion was m/s/p, Ballweber/Haack to approve the consent agenda.  All present voted in favor. 
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Wright County Sherriff’s Department  

a. August Monthly Reports  
Deputy Westberg was present to answer questions. 
 
Department Reports 

a. Administrative Report 
Renee Eckerly, City Administrator, reported the Deputy Clerk attended the EAA Chapter 878 event at the 
airport. The Accounting Clerk and herself attended the CIVIC training virtually due to a software error with 
payroll that could not get fixed in time for them to attend in person. The Deputy Clerk and herself 
attended election training at Wright County. She has been working with Schlenner Wenner to finish up the 
2021 audit. She attended the Planning Commission meeting. Tomorrow the new antenna for the 
Kamstrup water meter system will be installed, so water meter readings can be read right from the 
Administration office. 

b.) Public Works/Airport Report.  
Logas, read Hudek, Public Works Director/Airport Manager report.  The compost location has a large 
amount of brush that needs to be ground. The company will leave some wood chips behind for residence 
to take for free. The crack filling is being completed at the Airport. This could be done on Friday. The 
Airport has been closed during the crack filling process. Wright-Hennepin will be out at the Airport burying 
the power lines so the poles can be removed. The water tower is having maintenance done so a SWIFT 
alert was sent out to make residents aware of possible low water pressure while the maintenance is being 
done. 

c.) Liquor Store Manager Report. 
Logas, read Berthiaume, Liquor Store Manager report. The liquor store had a great turn out and raised 
$3,777.00 for the Fire Department. The next Wine Tasting event is a fundraiser for the library. Beer prices 
are increasing $1 to $3 on October 3, 2022. 
 
New Business 

a. The Planning Commission is recommending the approval of Resolution 2022-31 Revoking 
Conditional Use Permit for Property located at 37 Maple Avenue North. 

 
A motion was m/s/p, Ballweber/Paumen to approve Resolution 2022-31 Revoking Conditional Use Permit 
for property located at 37 Maple Avenue North.  All present voted in favor.  

 
b. The Planning Commission is recommending the approval of Ordinance 2022-06 Rezoning 

Certain Real Property from R-4 to R-4 Planned Unit Development, Subject to Conditions. 
  
A motion was m/s/p, Logas/Paumen to approve Ordinance 2022-06 Rezoning Certain Real Property from 
R-4 to R-4 Planned Unit Development, subject to conditions. All present voted in favor. 
 

c. Motion to approve Resolution 2022-28 Publication of Ordinance 2022-6 by Title and 
Summary. 

 
A motion was m/s/p, Logas/Ballweber to approve Resolution 2022-28 Publication of Ordinance 2022-6 by 
Title and Summary. All present voted in favor. 
 

d. The Planning Commission is recommending the approval of Resolution 2022-29 the 
Preliminary and Final Plat for Cedar Landing within the City of Maple Lake. 
 

A motion was m/s/p, Ballweber/Paumen to approve Resolution 2022-29 the Preliminary and Final Plat for 
Cedar Landing within the City of Maple Lake. All present voted in favor. 
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e. Motion to approve the Cedar Landing Planned Unit Development Agreement subject to any 
changes that are deemed necessary by the City Attorney. 

 
A motion was m/s/p, Haack/Paumen to approve the Cedar Landing Planned Unit Development Agreement 
subject to any changes that are deemed necessary by the City Attorney.  All present voted in favor. 
 

f. Discuss options to dispose of wood at the compost site. 
The Council discussed the disposal of the wood at the compost site. The options are to grind the brush but 
would need to purchase a grapple for the loaded at a cost of $8,000 - $10,000. or relocate the brush to be 
burnt. Haack is in favor of burning the piles, but the city ordinance does not allow the burning. The 
amount of material would burn for days. The grapple would only be used for this purpose every 3 – 4 
years. They discussed if it is an option to rent the grapple. The city would mulch the pile every other year 
for $4,000. The city might be able to get this done by the company when they are in the area doing other 
cities or townships to save on mobilization. The quote from Ceres Environmental Services Inc to grind the 
wood waste piles and dispose of the grindings properly. The estimate to grind the existing pile is 
$13,500.00 and $8,750.00 to remove and dispose of the mulch produced from the grinding.  The second 
quote from Sylvester Custom Grinding is approximately $12, 000 for all work. This will be tabled tonight 
and put on the October agenda. 

g. Discuss option on airport hangar C-1 lease expires December 31, 2022. 
The Council discussed how to handle the lease since Fred Jude passed away and the lease is due to expire 
at the end of the year. The options for the property are to 1.) Someone could come in and complete a 
lease and have it go through the proper channels for approval. 2.) The city pays Shadducks $6,000 a year 
for public space for the Airport. The City could use the property for a hangar to keep the courtesy car, the 
electrical box, the computer and weather system and the restrooms. The city could save the money 
currently being paid to Shadducks’. James Aarestad and Diane Jude were both in the audience. The 
Council discussed sending Diane Jude a letter in October 2022 discontinuing the lease agreement. Then in 
January 2023, Aarestad could complete a lease and have it go through the channels for approval. Aarestad 
gave a presentation regarding why he feels the hangar should stay as lease property and not have the city 
use it for public space. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Logas/Haack to allow the lease to expire on hangar C-1 on December 31, 2022, with 
a letter being sent to Diane Jude to make her aware. Then anyone interested in that property can come 
forward to complete a lease.  All present voted in favor. 
 

h. Discuss starting the December 6, 2022, Council meeting at 6:00 p.m. 
The council approved starting the Council meeting at 6:00 p.m. on December 6, 2022. 

i. Motion to approve Resolution 2022-32 Adopting 2023 Proposed Budget & Tax Levy 
There was no action needed. This motion will be on the special agenda on September 29, 2022. 
 
Old / Other Business 
             a. Discuss Memorandum from Sam Ketchum, Assistant City Attorney regarding lawful 
nonconformities. 
Ketchem, Assistant City Attorney, reported a lawful nonconformity is a building, structure, or land use that 
does not comply with the city’s current zoning regulations but was legal at the time such zoning 
regulations were adopted. For example, a residential dwelling that was built prior to the city’s adoption of 
an applicable off-street parking requirement, if it does not adhere to said off-street parking requirement, 
would be considered a lawful nonconformity that would not have to comply with said requirement. Lawful 
nonconformities remain subject to other requirements and retain specific rights. A lawful nonconformity 
generally has the right to continue, including through “repair, replacement, restoration, maintenance, or 
improvement,” unless it is discontinued or destroyed. For a lawful nonconformity to be discontinued, it 
must be discontinued for at least one year. For a lawful nonconformity to be destroyed it must have more 
than 50% of its assessed marked value destroyed and the landowner cannot apply for a building permit 
within 180 days. If a lawful nonconformity is discontinued or destroyed, the property must be brought 
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into compliance with the city’s current zoning regulations. Lawful nonconformities may not be 
“expanded”. 

b. Discuss request from Lori Hausken, 313 Oriole Avenue S status of 210 Division research from 
2015 that was discussed at the August 2, 2022, meeting. 

Hausken commented that it is hard to hear the Council members on the recording. She would like to 
discuss the property that the city has for sale. The website is not showing the information correctly. 
Property is still listed to contact a realtor. She wants to know what the parameters are for selling 210 
Division lot. Eckerly did some research and contacted Rhonda Pagel, former City Attorney and did not find 
any parameters. She wants to know the use of the website and how information is communicated to the 
citizens of Maple Lake. 

c. Motion to approve Resolution 2022-33 Establishing two-hour Parking. 
This resolution would be activated throughout the entire city. This will be hard to enforce due to Wright 
County Sheriffs’ not being in town 24/7. This will also affect GearHead day, St. Patrick Day, any event with 
overflow parking. Ketchum, City Attorney, reported the Resolution would make parking restricted on all 
residential zoning districts to two-hour parking unless you are a guest or property owner on that street. 
There is an added cost of 4 signs per block.  
 
A motion was m/s/p, Logas/Ballweber to deny Resolution 2022-33 Establishing two-hour Parking.  3 
members voted in favor and 1 opposed (Haack). Motion passed. 
 

d. Committee Reports  
a. 9/7/2022 Airport Commission (Logas or Haack) 

Logas reported the Commission discussed hangars and use, plus the Jude hangar.  
b. 9/7/2022 Fire Relief meeting (Ballweber or Paumen) 

Paumen reported the discussion was regarding Darryl Hennen retiring. The investment planner gave a 
report, and all is going well.  

c. 9/13/2022 Planning (Logas) 
Logas reported most of the meeting was Chris Paumen’s’ development. There was some discussion 
regarding the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Announcements/Dates to Remember 
             a.    New full page water bill starting September 30, 2022. 

b.    2022 Election Information: 
i. Candidate Debate – October ____, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. at Maple Lake City Hall. 

           ii. Inform Candidate Forum, Wednesday, Oct. 26, 2022, at the American Legion. 
                        iii. General Election – Early Voting, Wright County or mail, September 23 – Nov. 7, 2022. 

iv. General Election – In Person Voting, Maple Lake City Hall, Tuesday, November 8, 2022, 
7:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

 
 

September 2022 Dates to Remember 
• Special Liquor Store Board & Council Workshop Budget Meeting, Tuesday, Sept. 20, 2022, at 

5:00 p.m. 
• City Council Meeting, Tuesday, Sept. 20, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. 
• Wine Club – American Legion, Wednesday, Sept. 28, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. (Library fundraiser) 

October 2022 Dates to Remember 
• Personnel Committee Meeting – Performance Evaluations, Monday, October 3, 2022, at 5:00 

p.m. 
• City Council Meeting, Tuesday, October 4, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. 
• Joint WasteWater Meeting, Thursday, October 6, 2022, at 5:30 p.m. at Annandale City Hall 
• Park Board Meeting, Monday, October 10, 2022, at 4:30pm (tentative) 
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• Planning Commission Meeting, Tuesday, Oct. 11, 2022, at 6:00 p.m. 
• Library Board Meeting, Tuesday, Oct 18, 2022, at 5:00 p.m. at the V 
• City Council Meeting, Tuesday, Oct. 18, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. 

Adjournment 
 

A motion was m/s/p, Logas/Ballweber to adjourn at 8:32 p.m.  All present voted in favor. 

        Attest,  

 

        Renee Eckerly   
        City Administrator 


