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MAPLE LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
September 6, 2022 Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Pro-Tem Kristen Logas. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ROLL CALL 
Council Members Present: Bruce Ballweber, John Haack, Wayne Paumen, and Kristen Logas. 
Absent:  
Others Present: Robin Bailey Zangs, Todd Zangs, Lori Hausken, Kurt Hausken, Kristin Helwig, John 
Donohue, John Rivers, Kirk Larson, Shelly McAlpine, Wright Co Deputy Weinzetl, Renee Eckerly, City 
Administrator, Al Hudek, Public Works Director/Airport Manager; Robert Alsop, City Attorney, Kennedy-
Graven; Tracy Reimann, MNSPECT Code Enforcement; Chuck Boser, City Engineer, Stantec; and Jamison 
Quast, Cable Commission. 
 
OPEN FORUM  
Lori Hausken was present to discuss assistance in navigating the city website. It is difficult to find the 
Council agendas and minutes. She would like to know where the city lists property that is for sale such as 
210 Division and the lot by Dollar General. She requested the status of the audit. She would like to know 
when the City Council will be meeting to review the guidelines for selling the lot at 210 Division that they 
discussed at their last meeting in August.   
 
AGENDA APPROVAL 
Eckerly requested to add to the Consent Agenda item the following City Council minutes from September 
28, 2021, October 6, 2021, October 19, 2021, and November 16, 2021. She would like to add New 
Business item c Resolution 2022-27 Resolution Ordering Feasibility Report for 2023 Street Improvement 
Project. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Ballweber/Paumen to approve the agenda with the addition to Consent Agenda item 
a Council minutes from September 28, 2021, October 6, 2021, October 19, 2021, and November 16, 2021, 
and Resolution 2022-27 Ordering Feasibility Report for the 2023 Street Improvement project.  All present 
voted in favor.  

 
CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Approval of City Council minutes: August 17, 2021, September 21, 2021, Park Board minutes: 
July 11, 2022, Planning Commission minutes: May 10, 2022. ADDED: Council minutes from 
September 28, 2021, October 6, 2021, October 19, 2021, and November 16, 2021. 

b. Approval of 8/13/2022 - 8/31/2022 Disbursement List, 8/13/2022 - 8/31/2022 Check Register 
in the amount of $729,659.51. 

c. Approval Engineer’s Report. (Sept. 20, 2022) 
d. Approval Building Permit Report. 
e. Liquor Store Report – Ang Berthiaume. (Sept. 20, 2022) 
f. Approve of Resolution 2022-24 Accepting Donation from Maple Lake American Legion Post 

131 for the Maple Lake Firefighter Relief Association for $1,000. 
g. Contract’s Request for Payment #2 to Pember Companies, Inc. for the final payment amount 

which includes retainage in the amount of $30,026.92. 
 

A motion was m/s/p, Paumen/Ballweber to approve the consent agenda.  All present voted in favor. 

Wright County Sherriff’s Department  
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a. August Monthly Reports  
Deputy Weinzetl was present to review the August report and answer questions. 
 
Department Reports 

a. Administrative Report 
Renee Eckerly, City Administrator, reported on the Special Park Board meeting which was touring the 
parks and on the Special Planning Commission meeting regarding the Pribyl property and their Concept 
plan. She reported that the audit has been turned over to Schlenner Wenner and they will no longer be 
coming on site. She reported that notifications on the Geneva land plat and the revoking of the 
Conditional Use permit on the former car wash property on Maple Avenue S were mailed out. She 
generated four agendas. 

b.) Public Works/Airport Report.  
Hudek, Public Works Director/Airport Manager reported the storm sewer line on the 2020 Oak Avenue 
project needed to be repaired. The department did some blacktop repairs and painted crosswalks. They 
cleaned out the lift stations. MNDOT was at the airport and informed Hudek that a grove of trees is 
causing interference with the weather station and these trees need to be removed before the weather 
station can be turned back on. The department has installed some new meters. He reported that Haacks 
curb stop started leaking and was repaired under the warranty from the 2021 street project. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – Abatement of property located at 118 1st Street E and 110 Birch Avenue S. 
Open at 7:16 p.m. 
Alsop, City Attorney, reported that this being a public hearing is a misnomer that this time is to provide 
the property owner of 118 1St Street E and 110 Birch Avenue S an opportunity to respond to the 
notifications to the property owner John Haack that there are multiple violations on both properties that 
need to be abated. He has been put on notice in regard to the exterior violations. Later during the meeting 
today, we will be seeking approval of a Resolution seeking abatement of both the exterior and interior 
violations. Mr. Haack has been notified of the exterior violation and has the opportunity to address the 
council in regard to those violations. Since Mr. Haack has a conflict with this, he will be speaking from the 
podium. 
 
Haack questioned where this meeting was posted. Alsop reported that there is no posting requirement 
this is not a public hearing, which is pursuant to MN Statute because we are dealing with substantial 
abatement under the condition on your property under 16.11. Once the order has been given, you have 
been given notification of the violations due to the substantial nature of the abatement. The ordinance 
requires the Council to give you an opportunity to address those violations. Haack stated that the posting 
of this meeting should have been done in 3 places: city hall, post office and the bulletin board at Security 
State bank (currently Star Bank) according to the City Code. That would make this meeting a violation. He 
stated the city ordinances are in need of being revised, straightened out, reviewed and updated. Haack 
reported that the sent letter in June 2022 to the City, never received any response from anyone. The most 
recent packet from Kennedy & Gravens’ office contained the notification of the search warrants, he takes 
issue whether there is a need for. When he feels he has complied with requests in the past from Public 
Works to enter his home or his museum to check the water meter. Haack reported that Reimann had 
expressed to him that he was doing a good job. Haack felt so much in the search warrant he could have 
dealt with had the city chosen to let him go through with those that went into his home and business. He 
was served on a Monday and was told the warrant would be executed on Friday. He informed Reimann 
that he couldn’t be around on Friday. There was no cooperation to reschedule to a time that he could be 
present. The result is erroneous information from the search warrant. Reimann told him that they would 
extend the deadline for him to finish the outside was the last word he had and then he received the 
search warrant. He is upset about this. He knows the basis of it. He knows some of the Council members 
feelings about it. This is a Deb Geyen thing going way back. She wanted, during the road improvement in 
front of his house, all his trees cut down and have his fence moved. Because of so called encroachment on 
the right-of-way, he stated his fence has been there 40 to 50 years. He is supposed to abate the inside 
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concerns, he has a lot of boxes that he is moving from his house to the museum. The fact is that books are 
flammable. He can’t change that, and he is not sure what they expect him to do. He has thousands of 
books. His mortgage company, True Stone Financial was contacted regarding the search warrant. 
Regarding the encroachment issue, the encroachment of the right-of-way starts on the western edge of 
his property with a 10-foot boulevard and by the time you get to his log cabin it is a 1-inch boulevard. The 
stuff in the right-of-way has been there for 40 years. He appreciates being allowed to speak regarding this 
issue. He is aware that he had a water leak to the apartment that he needs to get fixed, and he is planning 
on having that done before winter. He spent $30,000 to fix the roof of the museum. He went to Wright 
County today to find out if he could get a public defender. He stated the city has some legitimate 
concerns. He has been working hard to address the city’s concerns. He has spoken to Ballweber, Paumen 
and Logas about the concerns and they have seen his property. He is requesting the Council let him do 
what he knows needs to be done. He took Deputy Weinzetl through the museum after the group went 
through with the search warrant and he doesn’t feel that they saw anything that was hazardous or a fire 
hazard or immediate dangers.  
 
Alsop clarified that in regards to the mortgage company, the ordinance requires if anyone with a lien 
interest in the property must be notified of this action. The city is not trying to undermine him or go 
behind his back in regard to his mortgage company, but it is a requirement under the ordinance.  Council 
asked Haack how much time he needs to address the issues. He couldn’t give a time frame. He has owned 
the museum for 10 years and he has never been issued a certificate of occupancy. The Council discussed 
over the last 4 years there have been numerous letters issued regarding the nuisances. Haack felt that he 
has done everything that has been in all those letters, but then he gets another letter with a new list of 
issues.  He feels the nuisance ordinance is discretionary and vague. He does have smoke alarms in his 
home which he could put batteries in. He stated that he has two functioning bathrooms. Haack reported 
that a picture at the museum was broken during the Friday search warrant inspection. The Council stated 
that the search warrant inspection was video taped, and they didn’t see any damage. A question was 
asked if there was a fire in his home or museum, would the firefighters be able to find him and get him 
out. Todd Borell, the previous Fire Chief had informed Haack that the firefighters could not go into either 
building in the case of a fire due to the dangerous conditions to the firefighters trying to locate him. Haack 
stated the front of the house is done and anyone can come by and look at it. There is nothing out front of 
the house that wasn’t approved previously to be okay. Haack stated that previously he was told as long as 
he could screen things it was not an issue, and this goes back to the previous Deputy Clerk. The white 
fence at the museum was put up a few years ago due to a request from the Council and it is listed in the 
document from ariel pictures to contain junk and hazard items. There was a brief discuss regarding the 
need of a structural engineer to confirm if Haacks’ house is safe. He cooks and can get to his refrigerator.  
 
Alsop clarified moving forward in regard to the other agenda items tonight, we would be asking for an 
abatement order just to get everything clarified as to what the city’s requirements are. The Council would 
give you time to abate those violations before proceeding to court. There would be an inspection to 
determine which violations have been abated and which have not. Haack spoke about going through this 
process 30 years ago under a civil rights violation and Judge Miles Lord preceded over the case, which the 
city ended up paying a sizable settlement. He feels no one won in that situation. He is willing to work with 
the city and avoid court. The Council asked about the piles of wood and Haack commented that he use to 
burn wood but he chose to stop because he wants to get his chimney inspected. There was a discussion to 
remove the pile of wood behind his house that could harbor critters and the granite that was placed in the 
front of his house where the Council instructed him was to be grass. 
Regular Council meeting resumed at 7:51 p.m. 
 
New Business 

a. Discuss dates for special meetings: 
September Budget & Liquor Board Meeting prior to the 20th City Council meeting set for 
September 12, 2022, at 5:00 p.m. 
October Personnel Meeting performance evaluations set for October 3, 2022, at 5:00 p.m. 
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November Budget Meeting prior to Thanksgiving is set for November 7, 2022, at 5:00 p.m. 
b. Discuss the Park Boards recommendation to accept the estimate from SP Electric for  

$7,709.75 to install lights near the skate park at Community Park so the area could be used for ice 
skating in the winter. The $1,000 in optional items was not discussed at the Park Board. 
Paumen reported the ice-skating rink would be on the concrete slab that was utilized for the skate park. 
There would be electrical outlets installed so the concrete slab could be utilized in the summer for the 
movie screen for Movie-In-The-Park. Hudek reported that the Park Board was looking to put the ice rink 
more out in the open. He checked with the lumber yard and boards for the rink would be $400 - $500 and 
would be removed after the season. The Council discussed renting a structure for a warming house. A biff 
would be rented since the restrooms are closed in October. The Park Board is reaching out to the 
Industrial art teacher to inquire if his class would be interested in building ramps for the skateboard park if 
the city would pay for the materials. These ramps would be removed in the fall so the ice rink could be 
created. Maplewood Park was discussed for pickleball courts. Hudek reported that the $1,000 items are 
not optional and need to be included in the total price, so the amount to be approved is $8,709.75. It 
would take much less water to flood this area. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Haack/Ballweber to approve the estimate of $8,709.75 to install lights near the 
skateboard area in Community Park to be paid for out of capital improvement. All present voted in favor. 
 

c. Discuss 2023 Street Improvement Project. 
Boser, City Engineer, reported on the areas that were identified. The areas are:  
Area A – Moland Street (George St to Star Bank entrance) and George Street (Oak Ave to Moland Ave) and 
Congress Street (Oak Ave to Moland Ave) preliminary cost $1,500,000. 
Area B – 1st Street (Ash Ave to CSAH 8) and Elm Ave (Division St to 1st St) and Pleasant Street (1st St to 
CSAH 8) preliminary cost $3,450,000. 
Area C – Maple Avenue (Division St to Hwy 55) and Star Street (Maple Ave to Oak Ave) and Robert Avenue 
(Division St to north dead end) preliminary cost $2,100,000. 
Area D – 2nd Street (Oak Ave to west dead end) preliminary cost $1,350,000. 
Area E – 4th Street (Oak Ave to west dead end) preliminary cost $2,600,000. 
Boser reviewed the proposed schedule and next steps. Boser and staff are recommending areas A and C. 
The cost for the feasibility study is approximately $57,000. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Logas/Ballweber to approve Resolution 2022-27 Resolution Ordering Feasibility 
Report for 2023 Street Improvement Project for areas A and C. All present voted in favor. 
 

d. Motion to approve Resolution 2022-25 Truth In Taxation Hearing December 6, 2022, at 7:00 
 p.m. 
A motion was m/s/p, Paumen/Haack to approve Resolution 2022-25 Truth In Taxation Hearing December 
6, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. All present voted in favor. 
 
Old / Other Business 
             a. TABLED August 16, 2022 – Parking on residential streets. 
Council discussed making a change to Nuisance Ordinance 16.02 section 21B. Vehicle Violations. The 
parking of vehicles, on or in front of a residential lot, which exceeds double the number of persons 
residing on the premises and having a valid driver’s license (except for short term parking 8 hours or less) 
and guest parking not to exceed 2 days.  The change would be to add if this section is violated to have the 
vehicle towed at the owners’ expense. The other change would be in the Zoning Ordinance section 46.04 
subdivision 4 Other Parking in Residential Areas. Parking in residential areas (off-street and on-street) shall 
be limited to the use of the residents of those homes. Except for short term parking (8 hours or less) and 
quest parking, the number of vehicles parked on or in front of a residential lot shall not exceed double the 
number of persons residing on the premises and having valid driver’s licenses. The change would be to 
add if this section is violated to have the vehicle towed at the owners’ expense.  
No action taken on the discussed changes. 
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b. Motion to approve Resolution 2022-23 Approving Abatement of Hazardous Property & Building, 

Public Nuisances, and Unlawful encroachments in City Right-Of-Way Located at 118 1st Street E. 
i. Memo from T Reimann to Council, dated May 17, 2022 (Exterior Violations 118 

1st St) 
ii. Property Complaint from T Reimann to Owner, dated June 3, 2022 (Exterior 

Violations 118 1st St) 
iii. Memo from T Reimann to Council, dated August 16, 2022 (Interior Violations 

118 1st St) 
Alsop recommended a change to the Resolution 2022-23 removing the public nuisance from the interior 
violations. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Ballweber/Paumen to approve Resolution 2022-23 Abatement of Hazardous Property 
& Building, Public Nuisances (exterior violations only), and Unlawful encroachments in City Right-Of-Way 
located at 110 Birch Avenue S.  Three votes in favor. Haack is not allowed to vote. Motion passed. 

c. Motion to approve Resolution 2022-26 Ordering the Abatement of Hazardous Property and 
Public Nuisances Located at 110 Birch Ave S. 

i. Memo from T Reimann to Council, dated May 17, 2022 (Exterior Violations 110 
Birch Ave S) 

ii. Property Complaint from T Reimann to Owner, dated June 3, 2022 (Exterior 
Violations 110 Birch Ave S) 

iii. Memo from T Reimann to Council, dated August 16, 2022 (Interior Violations 
110 Birch Ave S) 

Alsop reported in the revised Resolution that was presented this evening the public nuisance from the 
interior violations has already been removed. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Ballweber/Paumen to approve Resolution 2022-26 Ordering the Abatement of 
Hazardous Property & Building, Public Nuisances (exterior violations only), and Unlawful encroachments in 
City Right-Of-Way located at 118 1st St E.  Three votes in favor. Haack is not allowed to vote. Motion 
passed. 

d. Discuss request from Planning Commission to proceed with interviewing Stantec regarding 
Comprehensive Plan in October 2022. 

The Council discussed why would the city want a proposal from only one vendor. The Planning 
Commission would like to continue to move forward and not delay the project. It was discussed that if 
the desire is to locate and purchase Industrial land. This can be accomplished without updating the 
Comprehensive Plan and would take months instead of 2 years. It was agreed the Comprehensive Plan 
needs to be updated but whether to go out for additional proposals was the debate. They discussed 
the expense to do it right with all options on the table. They discussed whether they want the current 
plan updated or is it best to have a new company create a new plan for possible the same cost. The 
Council tabled for now to be rediscussed at the Planning Commission. 
e. Committee Reports  

a. 8/22/2022 Special Park Board (Haack) 
Haack reported he thought most of the items have already been discussed previously at the meeting. He is 
looking forward to the remodeling at the Community Park and is concerned that the Park Board isn’t 
concerned with the restrooms.  

b. 8/23/2022 Special Planning Commission (Ballweber) 
Ballweber reported Pribyl concept plan was presented. The Planning Commission agreed that there is a 
need for roof tops but also industrial and retail property to be available.  
 
Announcements/Dates to Remember 
             a.    Letter from Schlenner Wenner & Co regarding audit schedule. 
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b.    2022 Election Information: 
i. Candidate Filing at City Hall, Tuesday, August 2, 2022 – Tuesday, August 16, 2022, to 5:00 
p.m. 

  1. Affidavit of Candidacy filed as of August 12, 2022 
   a. Mayor (2-year term) 
    i. John Scott Haack 
    ii. Lynn Kissock 
    iii. Kirsten Logas 

b. Council (4-year term; select 2) 
       i. Bruce Ballweber 
 ii. Lori Hausken 

                    iii. Scot Chantland 
c. Special Election – Council (2-year term) 

       i. Wayne Paumen 
      ii. Robin Norris Roetzler 

ii. iii. General Election – Early Voting, Wright County or mail, September 23 – November 7, 
2022. 
iv. General Election – In Person Voting, Maple Lake City Hall, Tuesday, November 8, 2022, 
7:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

 
September 2022 Dates to Remember 
• Labor Day – Holiday, September 5, 2022 
• City Council Meeting, Tuesday, September 6, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. 
• Airport Commission, Wednesday, September 7, 2022, at 5:00 p.m. 
• Updated to be Budget and Liquor Store Meeting, Monday, Sept. 12, 2022, at 5:00 p.m. 
• Planning Commission Meeting, Tuesday, Sept. 13, 2022, at 6:00 p.m. 
• Special Park Board Meeting, Monday, Sept. 19, 2022, at 4:30 p.m. 
• City Council Meeting, Tuesday, Sept. 20, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. 

 

October 2022 Dates to Remember 
• ADDED: Personnel Meeting – Performance Evaluations, Monday, October 3, 2022, at 5:00 

p.m. 
• City Council Meeting, Tuesday, October 4, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. 
• Planning Commission Meeting, Tuesday, Oct. 11, 2022, at 6:00 p.m. 
• Joint WasteWater Meeting, Thursday, Oct. 20, 2022, at 5:30 p.m. 
• Library Board Meeting, Tuesday, Oct 18, 2022, at 5:00 p.m. at the V 
• City Council Meeting, Tuesday, Oct. 18, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. 

Adjournment 
 

A motion was m/s/p, Paumen/Ballweber to adjourn at 8:57 p.m.  All present voted in favor. 

        Attest,  

 

        Renee Eckerly   
        City Administrator 


