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MAPLE LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
August 16, 2022 Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Pro-Tem Kristen Logas. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ROLL CALL 
Council Members Present: Bruce Ballweber, John Haack, Wayne Paumen, and Kristen Logas. 
Absent: Deb Geyen (resigned) 
Others Present: Robin Bailey Zangs, Todd Zangs, Lori Hausken, Kurt Hausken, Kristin Helwig, John 
Donohue, Scott Chantland, Jennifer Smail, Ryan Smail, Chad Paumen, Wright Co Deputy Weinzetl, Angela 
Berthiaume, Liquor Store Manager; Renee Eckerly, City Administrator, Al Hudek, Public Works 
Director/Airport Manager, Sam Ketchum, City Attorney, Kennedy-Graven; Tracy Reimann, MNSPECT Code 
Enforcement; Katie Friedman, Messenger, and Jamison Quast, Cable Commission. 
 
OPEN FORUM  
Scott Chantland was present to thank the Council, and Public Works Department and all the volunteers for 
making GearHead day a great success. This is the 11th year. 
Lori Hausken was present to request more interaction during the meeting so the audience can get more 
clarification on topics.  
Robin Bailey Zangs was present to thank the Council and staff for what they do. Last meeting was 
appalling. She is present due to a rumor questioning if the city hall was debugged and what that cost was 
to the city and who authorized this activity. There is also another rumor that the audit not getting done 
was caused by a prior councilmember/mayor taking up the staffs time therefore costing the taxpayers 
more money. 
 
AGENDA APPROVAL 
Eckerly requested adding quote from Russell Security Resource Inc for security cameras in the amount of 
$7,433.99 to Old Business item d and remove Old Business item b because it is a duplicate of New 
Business item b for approval. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Ballweber/Haack to approve the agenda with the addition of the quote from Russell 
Security Resource Inc for security cameras to Old Business item d and removal of Old Business item b due 
to it being a duplication under New Business. All present voted in favor.  

 
CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Approval of 7/29/2022 - 8/12/2022 Disbursement List, 7/29/2022 - 8/12/2022 Check Register 
in the amount of $341,123.35. 

b. Approval Engineer’s Report.  
c. Approval Planning & Zoning Report and Complaint Report. Tracy Reimann gave a verbal report 

regarding the status of active complaints. 
d. Liquor Store Report – Ang Berthiaume. 
e. Contract’s Request for Payment #7 to LaTour Construction in the amount of $175,449.17. 
f. Maple Lake Fire Relief Association – 2022 Schedule 22 (no additional contribution required) 

A motion was m/s/p, Paumen/Ballweber to approve the consent agenda.  All present voted in favor. 

 

Wright County Sherriff’s Department  
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a. July Monthly Reports  
Deputy Weinzetl was present to review the July report and answer questions. 
 
Department Reports 

a. Administrative Report 
Renee Eckerly, City Administrator, reported that Ang Berthiaume, Liquor Store Manager joined her in 
attending the Chamber meeting. The August 9, 2023, primary had 106 voters and 2 were new voters. 
Shannon DesMarias, Accounting Clerk and Eckerly had new computers installed. The administration staff 
worked on processing utility bills. Residences that believe their utility bill is too high, should contact City 
Hall. She worked on the audit. She was involved in multiple conference calls and prepared agendas. The 
filing for local candidacy ended today at 5:00 p.m. 

b.) Public Works/Airport Report.  
Hudek, Public Works Director/Airport Manager reported the department has been painting crosswalks. He 
wants to thank the Boy Scouts for painting the curbs. The contractor has treated the trees in the parks.  
The department has removed 3 maple trees due to sidewalk damage.  Hudek reported that the trail 
blacktopping is complete and the annual sidewalk repair is currently being done. There has been some 
issued at the airport with the weather system. Hudek suggested concrete planters for the downtown to 
replace trees. These planters could be removed for the winter to make plowing easier.  

c.) Liquor Store Report. 
Berthiaume, Liquor Store Manager, reported the Maple Lake Firefighters silent auction has 18 items. She 
will be posting pictures of the items on the Liquor Stores Facebook account. The payment for the auction 
items is cash or check only. The winners of items will be notified September 8, 2022 to come pay and pick 
up items. There were 20 wine bottles with the GearHead label donated. There were 12 cases of Wine sold 
at the Wine Club. There will be a Library fundraiser at the end of September. 

d.) Tracy Reimann, MNSPECT 
Reimann reported on the status of nuisance and complaints. There is progress but just not at a fast pace.  
40 Birch Ave S – has submitted an application but Reimann is waiting on the structural engineers’ report. 
Some situations have moved into the court system. 74 Birch Ave S will be an ongoing maintenance issue to 
keep the sidewalk clear. The mobile home park has one issue remaining that has been moved to litigation. 
There have been some permits expired, such as Fred Jude, who passed away with a demolished airport 
hangar.  
 
New Business 

a. Discuss with Scott Chantland, 25 Birch Avenue N, development plan for 210 Division Street. 
Chantland reporting on a concept plan that he has for 210 Division Street. This property is currently 
owned by the city. The City is currently in negotiations with a 3rd party on the purchase of this property. 
The Council is happy to listen to the proposal. Logas wants to remind everyone on the Council to make 
sure the city doesn’t divulge any information that might jeopardize the negotiations. There has been no 
purchase agreement reached with the 3rd party and any such purchase agreement would need to be 
approved in an open meeting. There was a brief discussion regarding when a closed session for land 
purchase is scheduled. Chantland has been a member of the community for 19 years on December 3, 
2022. He travels throughout the United States and world. He is a partial owner in three buildings in the 
downtown area, which house 8 businesses. He has restored these properties. He is trying to bring the 
downtown back to life. This property has been vacant for approximately 20 years and use to have a Red 
Owl structure on it. The community has discussed a town square on this property. It is a great space to be 
utilized for events/festivals. It is pivotal for the future of the downtown. Because he is not allowed a 
closed session, he is forced to publicly present his plan that he has worked on over multiple years. He has 
distributed to Council glossy pictures of his plan. 
The pictures are a two-story building on the north end of the lot. The aerial view shows a public parking 
lot on the south ½ to ¾ of the lot. The access to the upper level of the brick building would be to pay 
tribute to the implement dealer. The building would be open to a variety of uses and commercial condos 
or straight up rentals. This is a project that would take investors. He has a good track record with filling the 
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buildings and he works to preserve them. He wants businesses that generate traffic. He would like to see 
2-6 businesses.  He hopes there is no rush and Council takes time to think of all the considerations. It may 
be possible that both ideas can come together and make a great venture. It was discussed if there could 
be a couple of loft apartments in the structure. These would not be low-cost rentals. The parking lot could 
be utilized for Farmer’s Market, music events, etc. The Community Park is too far way for events that will 
draw people to the downtown to stimulate business and interest. Chantland reviewed other sketches. His 
best day is GearHead Day. Chantland would like to move forward. Council directed Eckerly to reach out to 
Chantland. 

b. Discuss with Lori Hausken, 313 Oriole Avenue S, status of budget and 2021 audit. 
Hausken requested answers to varies questions regarding the 2021 audit such has the cost of ADBO 
financial, Schlenner Wenner auditing service, and reviewed what is on the checklist of documents. She is 
concerned regarding the money that is being spent. She also had questions regarding the status of the 
2022 budget and the 2023 budget. She asked if the audit will be done by September 30, 2022. The 
disbursement listing was reviewed. She is requesting more transparency from the Council. 

c. Discuss approval of Airport Ground Lease to Jerry Jurkovski for unit F-5. 
 

A motion was m/s/p, Ballweber/Paumen to approve the Airport Ground Lease to Jerry Jurkovski for unit F-
5. All present voted in favor. 
 
Old / Other Business 
             a. Discuss letter from John Donohue, 46 Rose Avenue S regarding of nuisance parking and 
disturbing the peace. Reference Zoning Ordinance section 28: Central Business District (B-1) page 3 and 
City Ordinance Chapter 16 Nuisance page 8. 
Council discussed the frustration of this situation. The option of limiting parking may affect residence that 
are not causing any issues. Ketchum reported on what “grandfathered” means and the process to be 
except from the Zoning ordinance.  It was discussed what control the city has over the tenants at this 
address. Eckerly, City Administrator, reported that there are letters in the property file over the last 20 
years regarding the same situation. Donohue suggested that parking on residential streets be 2-hour limit 
with violators being towed at the owner’s expense. Discussed that the Wright County Deputy’s are not 
here 24 hours a day, so how would the ordinance be enforced because the Deputy’s would need to 
witness the violation. Council reviewed the Ordinances that were previously approved. The signage that 
would be required was discussed. The Council discuss putting the Winter Parking rules in place all year 
round, which would be banning all parking all year round. Donohue will email wording he suggested to 
Eckerly. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Logas/Paumen to table action until next agenda for Kennedy & Graven to research 
lawful non-conforming use.  All present voted in favor. 

b. REMOVE: Duplication Lori Hausken, 13 Oriole Avenue S, status of current budget and 2021 
audit. 

c. Committee Reports – none 
d. Discuss approving quote from Russell Security Resource Inc for security cameras in the amount 

of $7,433.99. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Logas/Paumen to approve the quote from Russell Security Resource Inc for security 
camera system in the amount of $7,433.99.  All present voted in favor. 

Announcements/Dates to Remember 
             a.    Letter from Cathy Elfstrand regarding Chris Brownell. 

b.    Notice of Public Hearing on Variance Request, John Lawton 2883 6622nd Street NW 
c.    2022 Election Information: 

i. Candidate Filing at City Hall, Tuesday, August 2, 2022 – Tuesday, August 16, 2022, to 5:00 
p.m. 
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  1. Affidavit of Candidacy filed as of August 12, 2022 
   a. Mayor (2-year term) 
    i. John Scott Haack 
    ii. Lynn Kissock 
    iii. Kirsten Logas 

b. Council (4-year term; select 2) 
       i. Bruce Ballweber 
 ii. Lori Hausken 

                    iii. Scot Chantland 
c. Special Election – Council (2-year term) 

       i. Wayne Paumen 
      ii. Robin Norris Roetzler 

ii. Withdraw Period – within the filing period, or within 2 days of the end of the filing period, 
August 18, 2022. 
iii. General Election – Early Voting, Wright County or mail, September 23 – November 7, 
2022. 
iv. General Election – In Person Voting, Maple Lake City Hall, Tuesday, November 8, 2022, 
7:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

 
August 2022 Dates to Remember 
• Movie in the Park (Disney CARS), Friday, August 19, 2022, at dusk 
• GearHead Day, Saturday, August 20, 2022 
• Special Park Board Meeting, Monday, August 22, 2022, at 4:30 p.m. 
• Special Planning Commission, Wednesday, August 17, 2022, at 6:00 p.m. 

September 2022 Dates to Remember 
• Labor Day – Holiday, September 5, 2022 
• City Council Meeting, Tuesday, September 6, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. 
• Airport Commission, Wednesday, September 7, 2022, at 5:00 p.m. 

Adjournment 
 

A motion was m/s/p, Haack/Paumen to adjourn at 8:55 p.m.  All present voted in favor. 

        Attest,  

 

        Renee Eckerly   
        City Administrator 


