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MAPLE LAKE CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL WORKSHOP 
July 12, 2022 Minutes 

 
Call To Order 
The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Mayor Deb Geyen. 
 
Roll Call 
Council Members Present: John Haack, Kristen Logas, Bruce Ballweber, Wayne Paumen and Deb Geyen 
Absent: none 
Also present: Kirk Larson, Mark Eckerly and Renee Eckerly, City Administrator. 
 
New Business 

a. Review Rental Ordinance example.  
The council discussed requiring licenses for all businesses and rental property. The examples that Dave 
Anderson, City Attorney, distributed are from the City of Lauderdale (population 2,624) and the City of 
Kenyon (population 1,898). The Lauderdale ordinance is stronger than the Kenyon example. The Council 
discussed the permit process and fee schedule. The Council would have MNSPECT do the inspections. The 
Administration department would issue the permits and the permit cost would include MNSPECTS fee. The 
Council discussed whether to get more examples from the League of MN Cities or if that would make this 
process more confusing. The final draft of the rental ordinance should be given to Steve Peterson, Fire Chief, 
to get comments. The Council discussed whether there should be a Public Hearing to get property owners’ 
comments and who else should be invited to those meetings. There was a discussion regarding Conditional 
Use Permits and how they work. There was a lengthy discussion regarding 74 Birch Avenue S. Eckerly, City 
Administrator reported on her research and conversations regarding the property.  
 
Haack commented that the past Councils didn’t think there was an issue and utilized the City Code section 
Nuisances. Geyen explained a rental ordinance would have more teeth to enforce compliance issues. The 
Rental Ordinance protects the renters from slum property owners. The Kenyon ordinance refers more to 
MN State Statutes and the Lauderdale ordinance has more detail right in the ordinance. The Council 
discussed the mobile home park and how that would be covered by the rental ordinance. They discuss if 
this ordinance could lead to people being homeless. The purpose of the ordinance would be to bring the 
structures to a safe standard, which will be the property owners’ responsibility to maintain. The council 
believes there are grants that the city can apply for that assist the property owners bring their property up 
to safety standards.  Eckerly, City Administrator, reported that some communities have the Planning 
Commission draft the ordinance, hold the Public Hearing and have the property owners invited to help get 
their feedback and acceptance of the ordinance. People or entities that should be invited to the next 
meeting are the Fire Department, MNSPECT, Department of Health and David Anderson, City Attorney. 
 
Old/Other Business 

a. Review International Maintenance Code. 
The Council discussed the effect that adopting this code could have on the poor people of the community 
and that this strong of an ordinance could be a discouragement for people to purchase a house in Maple 
Lake.  Property owners could apply for money from the city’s Revolving Loan fund, or the city could apply 
for a Small Cities grant to help cover some of the property owners’ expenses. The city doesn’t have to adopt 
the entire code, instead the Council can pick sections and create a new ordinance. MNSPECT recommends 
the city adopt the entire code which would make code enforcement easier. The Council reviewed the Table 
of Contents and selected: 

• Part 2 Administration and Enforcement – Sections: Unsafe Structures and 
Equipment; and Emergency Measures 

• Chapter 3 General Requirements – Sections: Exterior Property Areas, Exterior 
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Structure and Interior Structure 
• Chapter 5 Plumbing Facilities and Fixture Requirements – Covered under State 

Building Code. 
• Chapter 6 Mechanical and Electrical Requirements – Covered under State Building 

Code. 
Next Step 
Rental Agreement to go to Planning Commission then back to the City Council for review. Then back to the 
Planning Commission for the Public Hearing before the City Council would take action. 
The International Maintenance Code the Council needs to come to a consensus as to what to adopt. Find 
out from Tracy Reimann, MNSPECT, which sections he would feel would strengthen Maple Lakes 
enforcement on complaints.  
 
Adjournment  
A motion, m/s/p, Geyen/Haack to adjourn the City Council Workshop at 6:25 p.m.  
 

Attest, 
 
 
 
        Renee Eckerly 
        City Administrator 
 

         
 

 


