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SPECIAL MAPLE LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
June 30, 2022 Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Geyen. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Council Members Present: Bruce Ballweber, John Haack, Wayne Paumen, and Kristen Logas. 
Absent: Renee Eckerly, City Administrator; Al Hudek, Public Works Director 
Others Present: David T. Anderson, Kennedy-Graven; Ryan Schmidt, Schlenner Wenner & Co; Victoria 
Holthaus, Abdo Financial Solutions (via phone). 
 
Old / Other Business 
             a. Discuss 2021 audit and potentially hiring of Financial Solutions Contractor 
Schmidt discussed that the city should be much further along in their audit, even with the extension that 
was filed, we are in jeopardy of not getting the half million dollars from the state that we typically receive 
in two payments, one in July and one at the end of the year.  Even if we completed our portion and also 
the 50 items that Ryan has sent over to Renee several times but not completed, they will have difficulty 
getting their portion completed in a timely manner. 

Schmidt noted that Geyen called him in regard to the audit and at first made it seem like they were 
discussing Renee’s abilities, but council member Kris Logas mentioned to them both that should not be 
happening, and Deb said she wasn’t doing that, and her abilities were not to be a topic of discussion at this 
Special meeting. 

Holthaus from Abdo called in at roughly 6:08 p.m. The phone that was left by Renee Eckerly, City 
Administrator wasn’t working or was given the wrong number, so she called in on Schmidt’s cell 
phone.  Her firm would start by assisting with bank reconciliations for November and December of 2021. 
This would be done by Ashley, and they have July 12, 2022, and July 14, 2022, penciled in just to complete 
those two tasks.  Her hourly rate is $240.00 an hour plus half time for travel and also mileage at .56 cents 
a mile. 

Ballweber wants to table this discussion and approval until we have spoken to Eckerly, Logas agreed, we 
need to find out if Eckerly can do this and if she can’t then we will need to make a decision on getting this 
completed. 

Logas suggested that we do a performance evaluation to find out from Eckerly what difficulties she is 
having, has she done this before and go over her job description.  The four council members were in 
agreement before any decision was made to spend taxpayer money. Geyen was not for this decision.   

Ryan also felt like the city will still be in jeopardy even if all items were presented to his firm in the next 
two weeks. 

It was also discussed that we should hire Abdo to do our bank reconciliations for 2022 which was noted 
has not been done at all this year. 

It was decided that on July 5, 2022, that instead of having the council meeting at 5:30 p.m. The Council 
would make that a workshop and ask Eckerly if she can get this done at this time and how much 
uninterrupted time she will need.  If her answer is that she cannot get it done, we would make a motion at 
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the 7:00 p.m. Council meeting to hire Abdo to complete our audit for 2021 and hire them to complete our 
bank reconciliation for the first 6 months of 2022.   

We will schedule a performance evaluation since in her contract states we would do that after her first 
year. She can decide if she wants a closed or open meeting for that review. 

There was some discussion from Haack that he was not understanding the gravity of the situation. 

The council as a whole is concerned about losing out on the state money that is offered to our city. 

Adjournment 
 

A motion was m/s/p, Logas/Paumen to adjourn at 8:30 p.m.  All present voted in favor. 

        Attest, 

 

        Kristen Logas 
        City Council Member 


