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MAPLE LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
June 21, 2022 Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Mayor Deb Geyen. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ROLL CALL 
Council Members Present: Bruce Ballweber, John Haack, Wayne Paumen, Kristen Logas and Deb Geyen. 
Absent: none 
Others Present: Joyce Swingley, John Rivers, Rick Geyen, Scott Chantland, Ryan Smail, Trisha Manuel, 
Matthew Jerome, Wright County Deputy Westberg, Renee Eckerly, City Administrator; Al Hudek, Public 
Works Director: Phil Gravel, Stantec; David Anderson, Kennedy-Graven; and Jamison Quast, Cable 
Commission. 
 
OPEN FORUM  
Matthew Jerome, 197 Lark Circle, was present to request security cameras at city hall and suggested 
Wright-Hennepin as a contact. 
Trisha Manuel, 57 Birch Avenue, was present to thank Council for cleaning up the blighted area. During 
2015-2016, there was a Maple Lake Development Committee regarding the vacant lot at 210 Division 
Street and they worked with the City Council to establish certain requirements regarding selling the 
property. She suggested that the new Council members be made aware of those requirements. The 
vacant lot at 210 Division Street is pivotal for the GearHead Day festival. She would like to see the 
property become a town square. 
Scott Chantland, 25 Birch Avenue S, was present to report it is difficult for him to get packages since he is 
the only property that is addressed to Birch Avenue S. He has a 2–3-year collaboration plan for 210 
Division Street. His plan would have availability for 2-8 new businesses and would be a 2-store building. He 
would like to have the property shovel ready for development.  
John Rivers, 211 4th Street W, was present to report the lot development should go to the Planning 
Commission. The development of 210 Division St for a few tax dollars is not worth it. 
Joyce Swingley, 333 2nd St W, was present to ask why the audit is not done and why there has not been 
any balancing done for months. 
 
David Anderson, City Attorney, reported that the 2015 Council can not dictate what the present Council 
can do with the lot. The current Council can set conditions for the sale of the lot. 
  
AGENDA APPROVAL 
A motion was m/s/p, Paumen/Logas to approve the agenda with 6.a. Minutes from June 7, 2022 removed 
and 9.g. Closed Session removed. All present voted in favor. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Removed – Minutes from June 7, 2022.  
b. Previously Tabled - Approval of 5/14/2022 – 06/03/2022 Disbursement List, 05/14/2022-

06/03/2022 Check Register $351,054.15. 
c. Approval of 6/6/2022 – 6/16/2022 Disbursement List, 6/6/202 -6/16/2022 Check Register 

$289,077.22. 
d. Engineer’s Report  
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e. P & Z Report and Complaint Report 
f. Liquor Store Report – Ang Berthiaume. 
g. Approve Initiative Foundation allocation of $1,100 in 2023 Budget 

A motion was m/s/p, Logas/Haack to approve the consent agenda.  All present voted in favor. 

Wright County Sherriff’s Department  

a. May Monthly Reports  
Deputy Westberg gave a verbal report regarding the May reports and answered questions. 
 
Department Reports 

a. Administrative Report 
Renee Eckerly, City Administrator, reported that she has been out ill. The Administration office is not 
giving any adjustments to utility accounts for watering if the customer does not have a second meter. 
 

b.) Public Works Director Report 
Hudek, Public Works Director, reported that the department is doing hydrant flushing. He attended a 
meeting regarding the sewer for Dangerous Man brewery. The mowing of city property is started earlier in 
the morning due to the heat. All park shelters are open to the public.  
 
New Business 

a. Discuss motion to approve sewer jetting quote from Pipe Services for $38,925.05. 
Gravel, City Engineer, reported on the jetting quotes and recommends not to go with the lowest bid. Pipe 
Services gave detail in their quote. The mobilization was figured in, so the city is not paying this cost per 
day. The school is having their private lines televised.   

 
A motion was m/s/p, Geyen/Paumen to approve the sewer jetting quote from Pipe Services in the amount 
of $38,925.05. All present voted in favor. 

b. Discuss motion to increase Election Judge wages from $10.00 to $13.00. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Geyen/Haack to approve increasing Election Judge wages from $10.00 to $13.00 per 
hour. All present voted in favor. 
 

c. Discuss motion to approve Resolution 2022-17 Appointing 2022 Election Judges. 
 

A motion was m/s/p, Geyen/Ballweber to approve Resolution 2022-17 Appointing 2022 Elections Judges. 
All present voted in favor. 
 

d. Discuss downtown blight. 
Geyen reported she requested this item be put on the agenda. She has visited with the City Administrator 
in Annandale, MN regarding how they handle blight. There is property that has tarps as a garage door and 
were served 40 days ago and still nothing is being done. There are buildings downtown with no siding on 
them and nothing is being done. She recommended the Council review the International Property Code 
and schedule a meeting and include Steve Peterson, Fire Chief. It was stated that the Fire Code is included 
in the City’s Code. 
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e. Discuss consultant fees. 

The Council discussed that consultants should be presenting any rate changes during the budget meetings. 
It was reported that budget meetings are held in July and August. The preliminary budget is due to Wright 
County on or before September 30th.  The final budget is due to Wright County on or before December 
30th. 
 

f. Discuss comp time. 
The Council discussed the overwhelming amount of comp time. Council wants employees to go home. 
Council discussed that with the staff transition it will take time to get the new staff up to speed in learning 
their positions. Most have not been employed for a year yet with the city. 
 

g. Removed – Closed Session 8:00 p.m. – 210 Division St W 
Closed Session pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Sections 13D.05, subdivision 3(c)(3) to develop or 
consider offers or counteroffers for the sale of the property located at 210 Division St. W., Maple Lake 
MN 55358 (Wright County PID 110-055-001010). 
 
Anderson, City Attorney, reported that there is no proposal for tonight. The Realtor wants to meet with 
staff and then will submit an offer and plans to the City Council at a Closed Session. 
 
Old / Other Business 
             a. Tabled from previous meeting - Discuss the Economic Development Authority of Maple Lake 
and Appointment of Officers. 
After a brief overview discussion, David Anderson, City Attorney, will review all documents and get back to 
the Council. 
 

b. Tabled from previous meeting - Discuss utilizing 53rd St NW to access beach/dock area.  
Eckerly, City Administrator, presented that she contacted Virgil Hawkins, Wright County Highway 
department and he said that the city would need to contact Maple Lake Township. Hawkins stated that 
the road base is not at a level for large amounts of traffic. The Council requested that the State of MN, 
Department of Transportation be contacted to find out the requirements for a brown information sign. 
 

c. Tabled from previous meeting – Discuss John Haack (resident) request for bituminous to be 
placed in the front of his property at 118 1st Street E that was removed during the 2021 Street 
Project.  

Haack, resident, reported that residential property gets grass but he is part of the downtown business 
district so he should not have to have grass. He would like the boulevard to be returned to bituminous like 
it was prior to the street project. This prevented water backup onto his property. The consensus of the 
Council was to leave it as grass like it is in the project plans. 
 

d. Discuss the location of Prohibited or Restricted Parking Zone. 
Anderson, City Attorney, reported on how the City Council could proceed and gave examples. It was 
discussed that parking enforcement is difficult for law enforcement. Hudek, Public Works Director, 
suggested checking with Wright County Sheriffs’ department to see what they would be able to enforce. 
Anderson discussed if the issue is trailers there can be adjustments made to the city ordinance. It was 
discussed that the landowner has not been officially contacted by the city to confirm if he provides 
parking for his tenants. The notification can inform him that the Council is reviewing adopting parking 
restrictions that could affect his tenants along with others downtown. Anderson will bring back a 
resolution for Council action.  
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e. Discuss motion to approve State of MN Airports Fund Grant Agreement for $273,416 for crack 
repair/power pole removal, and tree trimming. Use of these funds is a 20-year commitment to 
operating the Airport. 

Gravel, City Engineer, gave a report regarding the grant. He stated that the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) 
is filed with the MN State Department of Aeronautics regarding maintenance improvements. These are 
safety and maintenance issues. He reviewed the State of Minnesotas’ cost share $273,416.00 and the City 
of Maple Lakes’ share $14,390.00 (5%). He reported that the approval of the grant would be a 20-year 
commitment to maintaining the airport.  He will present at the July 5, 2022 meeting action to approve bids 
for the crack repair. The Council requested that MNDOT Aeronautics be contacted for a list of grants that 
have been received by the City of Maple Lake and what the payback expirations dates and amounts are. It 
was requested to know on each previous grant what the state/city portion amounts were. The Airport 
Commission is working on researching and ideas to improve the financial condition of the airport. Council 
had a lengthy discussion whether to proceed with the grant and the commitment to the airport. No action 
taken. Anderson said that the resolution action in Item F (next) will be action to approve the grant 
agreement. 
 

f. Discuss motion to approve Resolution 2022-16 Executing MNDOT Grant Agreement. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Ballweber/Geyen to approve Resolution 202-16 Executing MNDOT Grant Agreement. 
All present voted in favor. 
 

g. Discuss motion to transfer $14,390.00 from Reserves to the Airport Fund (612) to cover 
Grantees 5% share of SP A8607-43 grant. 

 
A motion was m/s/p, Logas/Ballweber to approve the transfer of $14,390.00 from Reserves to the Airport 
Fund (612) to cover Grantees 5% share of SP A8607-43 grant. All present voted in favor. 
 

h. Discuss observing Federal Holiday Juneteenth. 
The Council consensus was to honor and observe the Federal holiday in 2023. Need to update the 
Personnel policy and include the day in the holiday listing. 

i. Discuss dates for Workshop (topics International Maintenance Code, Rental Ordinance and Code 
of Conduct policy) in July 2022. 

The Council would like to hold a mini council meeting (just items that need action) and then a workshop 
on July 5, 2022, starting at 5:30 p.m. to discuss the International Maintenance Code. The Council would 
like to table the Code of Conduct until January 2023.  

j. Committee Reports 
i. Park Board Meeting, June 13, 2022, cancelled. 

ii. Joint Planning & City Council meeting, cancelled. 
The Council discussed the purpose of the joint meeting was to interview consultants to update the 
Comprehensive Plan. Now that Stantec is the only consultant remaining, the Planning Commission can 
work dates out with them for an interview. 
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Dates to Remember/Announcements 
             a.    Letter from League of Minnesota Cities regarding increase in dues. 

b.    Letter from MN State Demographer regarding annual population and estimated households. 
Council commented that the population signs at the edge of the city are incorrect and that the population 
sign by the railroad bridge is missing. Wright County Highway department will be contacted. They replace 
the population signs, not the city. 

c.    Letter from Widseth regarding Comprehensive Plan Revision project 
d.    Update Committee List from June 7, 2022, meeting 

 
June – Sept. 2022 dates to remember 
• League of MN Cities Annual Conference, June 23 – 25, 2022 (John & Bruce) 
• 4th of July – Holiday, Monday, July 4, 2022 
• City Council Meeting, Tuesday, July 5, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. 

It was discussed to have a mini council meeting and workshop to follow this evening. 
• Park Committee Meeting, Monday, July 11, 2022, at 4:30 p.m. (tentative) 
• Planning Commission, Tuesday, July 12, 2022, at 6:00 p.m. 
• City Council Meeting, Tuesday, July 19, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. 
• Movie in the Park, Friday, July 29, 2022, at dusk 
• City Council Meeting, Tuesday, August 2, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. 
• Park Committee, Monday, August 8, 2022, at 4:30 p.m. (tentative) 
• Planning Commission, Tuesday, August 9, 2022, at 6:0 p.m. 
• City Council Meeting, Tuesday, August 16, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. 
• Movie in the Park, Friday, August 19, 2022, at dusk 
• GearHead Day, Saturday, August 20, 2022 
• Labor Day – Holiday, September 5, 2022 

Adjournment 
 

A motion was m/s/p, Logas/Geyen to adjourn at 9:17 p.m.  All present voted in favor. 

        Attest, 

 

        Renee Eckerly 
        City Administrator 


