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MAPLE LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
June 7, 2022 Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Mayor Deb Geyen. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ROLL CALL 
Council Members Present: Bruce Ballweber, John Haack, Wayne Paumen, and Kristen Logas. 
Absent: none 
Others Present: Joyce Swingley, Mark Brower, David Brown, Deputy Clerk; Renee Eckerly, City 
Administrator; Al Hudek, Public Works Director, and Jamison Quast, Cable Commission. 
 
OPEN FORUM  
Joyce Swingley, 333 2nd St W, was present to request that the City Council start enforcing the city 
ordinance on mowing grass. No Mow May ended last Wednesday and all of 2nd street is still not mowed 
and it is all over 8 inches long. 
Mark Brower, 1st Street E, got an enforcement letter and is not disputing it and he is taking care of the 
issues but would like to know why he is the only  one singled out when there is other properties with the 
same violation.  
 
AGENDA APPROVAL 
A motion was m/s/p, Paumen/Haack to approve the agenda with 6.b. Disbursement List and Check 
Register 5/14/2022 – 6/30/2022 be removed and add 11.e. Wright County Public Hearing for Variance 
Application by Kathryn Carron. All present voted in favor. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Approved with changes-Minutes City Council and Closed Session on May 17, 2022.  
b. Removed - Approval of 5/14/2022 – 06/03/2022 Disbursement List, 05/14/2022-06/03/2022 

Check Register $351,054.15. 
c. Engineer’s Report (June 21, 2022) 
d. P & Z Report (June 21, 2022) 
e. Liquor Store Report – Ang Berthiaume (June 21, 2022) 
f. Approve Resolution 2022-15 Accepting Donations from the Maple Lake Lions for $5,000.00 for 

bituminous path from playground to restrooms and picnic area.  

A motion was m/s/p, Logas/Ballweber to approve the consent agenda.  All present voted in favor. 

Wright County Sherriff’s Department  

a. May Monthly Reports (June 21, 2022) 

Department Reports 

a. Administrative Report 
Renee Eckerly, City Administrator, reported the trial balance should be ready for the auditors to start the 
2021 audit by the beginning of next week. The Airport hangar inspections were done and there were four 
hangars that were not inspected. Brown is working with the lease holders to get those four inspected. 
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Eckerly attend the Chamber meeting. She has been dealing with a lot of grass complaints. Her and Hudek 
had a meeting with Stantec on the Wellhead Part II project. She worked on agendas, distribution of 
documents to Council, and water bills. She had a meeting with Northland Securities. She worked with a 
business interested in holding a raffle. Brown is working on the Airport grant to bring them current. 
Eckerly is working with Metro West to get that relationship closed and switched to MNSPECT. 
  
David (DJ) Brown, Deputy Clerk, reported and distributed a handout on the Movies on Birch. The last 
movies were in 2019 and were shown downtown on Birch Avenue. The movies were shown on Birch 
Avenue because of the lack of power, dust and bugs at Community Park and to promote the downtown. 
Brown presented moving the movie back to Community Park, since there are already restrooms, power is 
now available, playground for the kids, the park can be sprayed for bugs, Public Works department is in 
support of showing the movies in the park also. Brown has spoken to the Fire Department for volunteers 
to setup the movie screen. He is finding sponsors for the movies which use to cost $800.00 now cost 
$1,000 because the license to show the movie is now $460.00. The Messenger will run a story to help 
promote the event. Brown needs to register for the movie license at least two weeks in advance of the 
showing.  The movies will be Cars and Encanto. Brown is also scheduling food trucks to be available. It was 
mentioned to keep the Maple Lake Lakers baseball schedule in mind. The Movies will be moved back to 
Community Park as a trial. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Haack/Paumen to approve the movie dates of July 22, 2022 and August 19, 2022 
(Friday night of GearHead Day).  All present voted in favor. 

b.) Public Works Director Report 
Hudek, Public Works Director, reported that the asphalt path in Community Park and the basketball court 
are done. The woodchips were installed this morning at the playground and at Bolduan park. He discussed 
with Council areas such as the round-about that need mowing. Council discussed how to get a sign for 
people on Highway 55 from the east to turn at the cemetery to get to the lake/beach to reduce traffic 
danger at the beach entrance.  
 
Hudek held a meeting with Stantec regarding planning street projects and other projects. They discussed 
the GIS mapping and Stantec’s proposal. Stantec would provide the scope of work and fee estimate for 
establishing an Organizational ArcGIS Online account for the City of Maple Lake. The city has an existing 
GIS data in ArcReader related to their utility systems and planning purposes that they would like to upload 
into a cloud-based GIS system for reference and utilization from office and mobile environments. Past 
information has been obtained by the city and they would like Stantec to populate a GIS system and 
webmap for utilization by the city staff. Stantec would setup the ArcGIS mapping GIS System and set up 
Microsoft One Drive for viewing of Record Plan Drawings for $9,000. The city ArcGIS online annual  
licensing is $450. The purchase of a GPS Unit is $3,000. And iPad Mini 6 with case is $450. This would be a 
grand total of $12,800. It is recommended by Stantec for the city to budget annual $5,450. per year for 
future ArcGIS Online customizations, inspections or form setup, new layers, attribution, and other 
requests from City staff and licensing. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Ballweber/Haack to approve the purchasing the GIS system through Stantec for 
$12,800.00.  All present voted in favor. 
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New Business 
a. Motion to approve election equipment lease agreement with Wright County.  

 
A motion was m/s/p, Geyen/Haack to approve the election equipment lease agreement with Wright 
County. All present voted in favor. 

b. Discuss motion to promote Mike Wick, Public Works Maintenance from Grade 6, Step 10 
$24.90 to Grade 6, Step 11 $25.59 for acquiring his Sewer Class D license effective April 11, 
2022. 

 
A motion was m/s/p, Logas/Paumen to promote Mike Wick, Public Works Maintenance from Grade 6, Step 
10 $24.90 to Grade 6, Step 11 $25.59 for acquiring his Sewer Class D license effective April 11, 2022. All 
present voted in favor. 
 
Old / Other Business 
             a. Discuss the Economic Development Authority of Maple Lake and Appointment of Officers 
The Council reviewed the establishing of the EDA originally. Eckerly reported that the Officers have not 
been updated since the EDA was established. The Council is the EDA Board but no Officers positions have 
been appointed since 2016. The EDA does have a budget and approves the Revolving Loan. The Council 
would like to review the information more. This item is tabled to next meeting. It was discussed whether 
to have Heidi Peper, Stantec to come report on what an EDA is and does. 
 
The Personnel Committee should only be the five City Council members, there should be no staff.  
 
A motion was m/s/p, Logas/Ballweber to approve the Personnel Committee to be the five City Council 
members and no staff. All present voted in favor. 
 

b. Discuss updating the computer system at the Water Plant and Recommendation from Hudek, 
Public Works Director to accept Automatic Systems Co for $53,664.00.  

Hudek, Public Works Director, presented a quote from Synergy Design for $74,000. and one from 
Automatic Systems Co for $53,664.00 Hudek and Stantec are recommending to the City Council to 
approve the quote from Automatic Systems Co. Automatic Systems has been working at the Water plant 
since it was built in 1997. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Geyen/Ballweber to approve the quote from Automatic Systems Co in the amount of 
$53,664.00 to update the computer system at the Water plant. All present voted in favor. 
 

c. Hudek, Public Works Director will report on letters from MN Department of Transportation 
regarding FY 2025 Highway Rail Grade Crossing Project (railroad). 

Hudek, Public Works Director, reported that the Birch Avenue railroad crossing is due for an upgrade 
including the arms in 2025. In the past, the city has had to pay 10% of the costs of the upgrade but the 
letter is letting the city know that the 2025 upgrade will be 100% funded by the MN Department of 
Transportation. The Council discussed the drainage issue on both sides of the railroad tracks. Hudek 
reported that he spoke to the railroad crew that is currently in town working on the tracks and they will 
address the issue before they leave.  
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d. Discuss approving Ordinance 202-04 Park Board Qualifications which is changing Chapter 11 
Ordinance Regulating Parks section 5. Qualifications for Membership to have the first sentence 
read “Four members of the Board shall be residents of the City of Maple Lake and one member 
shall be a representative from school district 881 while serving on the Park Board and shall 
represent as broad a range as possible for the interests in the Parks. 

Council discussed changing the word shall in sentence to instead be “one member may be a 
representative”.  
 
A motion was m/s/p, Geyen/Logas to approve Ordinance 2022-04 Park Board Qualifications with the word 
shall being changed to the word may. All present voted in favor. 
 

e. Discuss John Haack (resident) request for bituminous to be placed in the front of his property at 
118 1st Street E that was removed during the 2021 Street Project 

Haack stated that during the 2021 Street Project he now has dirt and grass in the right-of-way and he 
would like the bituminous put back in the right-of-way.  Haack stated that the grass gets killed due to the 
salt from street plowing. Bituminous is easier to maintain because no weeds can grow. He has water in his 
basement due to the grass before the water would run off into the street.  Council would like to have 
Stantec and Al Hudek, Public Works Director to comment on this before the Council were to take any 
action. This item is to be tabled to the next meeting. 
 

f. Discuss the revised Employee Recognition Policy (Fire Chief Peterson has reviewed) 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Geyen/Logas to approve revised Employee Recognition Policy. All present voted in 
favor. 
 

g. Discuss approving Ordinance 2022-05 Regarding Prohibited or Restricted Parking Zones 
The current Parking Ordinance wording is confusing.  Eckerly handed out a map of the four none parking 
areas designed that are currently in the city code. The public streets should not be utilized for mechanical 
repairs. The Council discussed that landlords should provide parking for their tenants. Currently in the 
winter, the tenants at 74 Birch Avenue South are parking at Madigan’s. The Council discussed signage that 
states business parking only, not residential parking. Currently the city does not have a rental ordinance. 
The Council discussed how many vehicles renters should be allowed to own. There is a difference between 
a private property owner to a downtown rental property regarding the number of vehicles. The Council 
discussed who is going to regulate time frames in the ordinance. They discussed no residential parking in 
the business district at any time. When approved, the Ordinance would have to be published before it 
goes into effect.  The Council would like the resolution at their next meeting so it can be published and in 
effect by July 1, 2022. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Geyen/Ballweber to approve Ordinance 2022-05 Regarding Prohibited or Restricted 
Parking Zones. All present voted in favor. 
 

h. Discuss whether to hold the July 5, 2022 City Council meeting 
The Council approved to continue with a scheduled meeting on July 5, 2022. 

i. Discuss Code of Conduct policy examples 
The Council would like to move this item to a Workshop. 

j. Committee Reports 
i. Airport Commission Meeting, June 01, 2022, cancelled due to no quorum 
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Dates to Remember/Announcements 
             a.    Clean-up Day 2023 will be on Saturday, May 20th. Shredding only if truck is available. 

b.    Wright Co Economic Development Partnership will be holding a fundraising golf event Tuesday, 
September 13, 2022 
c.    Wright Co Fair Board - Nominate an Outstanding Senior Volunteer 
d.    Charter Communications – Upcoming Changes 
e.    Wright County Public Hearing Notice for Kathryn Carron 

June/July 2022 dates to remember 
• Wright County Economic Development, Annual Meeting, Wednesday, June 8, 2022, at 6:00 
p.m. Wright Co Government Center, Buffalo 
• Park Committee, Monday, June 13, 2022, at 4:30 p.m. 
• Planning Commission, Tuesday, June 14, 2022, at 6:00 p.m. (Interviews) 
• Special Council Workshop, Wednesday, June 15, 2022, at 5:30 p.m. 
• City Council Meeting, Tuesday, June 21, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. 
• League of MN Cities Annual Conference, June 23-25, 2022 (John & Bruce) 
• 4th of July – Holiday, Monday, July 4, 2022 
• Park Committee, Monday, July 11, 2022, at 4:30 p.m. 
• Planning Commission, Tuesday, July 12, 2022, at 6:00 p.m. 
• City Council Meeting, Tuesday, July 19, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. 
• GearHead Day, Saturday, August 20, 2022 
• Labor Day – Holiday, September 5, 2022 

Mayor stated there will be a City Council meeting on Tuesday, July 5, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. 

Mayor Geyen thanked the person responsible for power washing the Veterans’ Memorial at Community 
Park. It was very appreciated. 

The City of Buffalo is holding a Fly-In /Car Show this Sunday from 7:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

The Industrial Park Group had good attendance that their Job Block party. 

Congratulations to the Maple Lake Softball team winning the 5AA Championship. 

The curfew siren is broken and not going off at 9:00 p.m. 

 

Adjournment 
 

A motion was m/s/p, Logas/Paumen to adjourn at 9:10 p.m.  All present voted in favor. 

        Attest, 

 

        Renee Eckerly 
        City Administrator 


