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MAPLE LAKE SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL 
March 15, 2022 Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Mayor Deb Geyen. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Council Members Present: John Haack, Bruce Ballweber, Wayne Paumen, Deb Geyen and Kristen Logas. 
Absent: none  
Others Present: Renee Eckerly, City Administrator; Al Hudek, Public Works Director, David Anderson, City 
Attorney – Kennedy & Graven; Phil Gravel, City Engineer – Stantec; Chad Paumen, Evalee Miller, John 
Miller, Tom Paumen, Lois Carlson, Sarah Bonvallet, Rob Miller, Jason Kupenis, Terri Kupenis, Katie King, 
Lorie Hegle, Tim Paumen, Wright County Deputy Westberg, Jamison Quast, Cable Commission; and Katie 
Friedman, Messenger. 
 
OPEN FORUM 
Lois Carlson, Church of St. Timothy’s came to inquire if the City Council would be charging them a fee for 
their outside dance at The V in September. Eckerly reported that she reviewed the dance permits from 
2014-2018 and the charge was for a temporary liquor license but not for the dance. As long as the bar 
area is continuous to the establishment and patrons have to go in the bar to go out to the dance area and 
can’t leave the area without going through the bar. There should not be a need for a temporary liquor 
license. The Council agreed no additional fee and the band will stop playing at midnight. 
 
The new Miss Maple Lake and Royalty came to thank the City Council for their support. 
 
AGENDA APPROVAL 
The following changes were made to the agenda: 
 Consent Agenda: 

m. Sue Sylvester, Archivist is requesting the following items for a historic display at the library. 
The items are police baton, police patch, three Maple Lake police office badges, handcuffs, 
police office label. She would like the items until November 2022. 

n. Approval to purchase LifePak 15 V4 monitor/Defib, accessories and annual maintenance for 
$25,682.40 from ambulance capital improvement – equipment. 

  
No action was taken. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Approve minutes from City Council February 18, 2022, Special February 15, 2022 Personnel 
Committee, and February 2, 2022, Special. 

b. Approval of disbursement list from 02/12/2022 – 03/11/2022 and check register from 
02/12/2022 – 03/11/2022 in the amount of $483,879.67. 

c. Approval of Engineer’s report  
d. Approval of P & Z Report 
e. Approval of Liquor Store report – Ang Berthiaume  
f. Approval of Maintenance report – Al Hudek 
g. Approval of Lawful Gambling Permit for Church of St Timothy for Sept. 24 & 25, 2022 
h. Approve Contractor’s Request for Payment #6 – 2021 Street Project $204,297.61  
i. Approve Change Order #1 $18,774.20 Ramey Road & Oriole Avenue S 
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j. Approve Change Order #2 $15,570.00 Moland Avenue 
k. Approve Hiring Shawn Zavadil as a Liquor Store Clerk retro to February 25, 2022, at $12.78 per 

hour 
l. Approve Resolution 2022-09 Accepting Donations from the American Legion $500.00 and the 

Maple Lake VFW $500.00 for St. Patrick’s Day festival. 
m. Added: Approve lending to the library the following historic police items: baton, handcuffs, 

police patch, three Maple Lake Police Officer badges, and police office label. 
n. Added: Approve the purchase of LifePak 15 V4 monitor/defib, accessories and annual 

maintenance for $25,682.40 from ambulance capital improvement – equipment.  

A motion was m/s/p, Paumen/Haack to approve the consent agenda with additions.  All present voted in 
favor. 

Wright County Sherriff’s Department 

a. February Monthly reports. Deputy Westberg was present and reviewed the February activity reports 
and answered questions. He reported that thefts are crawling under peoples’ cars and drilling a hole 
in the gas tank and stealing the gas. If anyone sees this happening call 911 or the Wright County 
Sheriffs’ Department. 

 
 Department Reports 

a. Administrative Report 
Eckerly, City Administrator submitted a written report. 
 
New Business  

a. Motion to approve either June 21, 2022, or July 19, 2022, for the Public Hearing on the Wellhead 
Protection Plan – Part 2. 
 

A motion was m/s/p, Geyen/Logas to approve July 19, 2022 for the Public Hearing on the Wellhead 
Protection Plan – Part 2.  All present voted in favor. 
 

b. Motion to approve Ordinance 2022-01 Amending Ordinance No. 15 of the City Code and Section 
30 of the Zoning Ordinance regarding Brewer Taprooms. 

Eckerly reported that the Planning Commission has recommended the approval of the amendment after a 
lengthy and thorough questioning of Sarah Bonvallet and Rob Miller. Dave Anderson, City Attorney 
explained that this ordinance amendment allows a brewer to relocate a taproom to the Maple Lake 
industrial district. The City Code doesn’t yet have the authority for the city to do what the State law allows 
and that is to issue a brewery a taproom license and a brewer off-sale licenses and those licenses would 
allow someone who manufactures beer in a brewery setting to have a room to allow people to buy their 
product on site. This would also authorize them to sell off sale growlers. It also amends the city liquor 
ordinance to add that language and amends the Industrial section of the city Zoning Code to allow brewer 
taprooms as an accessory use for beer manufacturing facilities. This allows the business to happen. The 
business would still have to apply for a license at the appropriate time for the off-sale.  The brewery can 
only sell their products on site. This will not affect the Liquor store sales. 
 
Sarah Bonvallet, Dangerous Man Brewery reported on Minnesota State law and there are only two sizes of 
beer that can be sold at the taproom. They are also limited by the State the number of barrels per year 
they can sell and if you get to 20,000 barrels they lose their off-sale ability.  MN Department of Public 
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Safety - Alcohol & Gambling, MN Dept of Agriculture and MN Dept of Health are the regulating authority.  
Construction would be this summer, installation of equipment in the Fall, and production/distribution in 
December or January. Taproom may be a year later. There is not a limited number of licenses for taproom 
that could be issued. Gravel and Hudek stated there is no issues with water or sewer.  A discussion was 
held regarding whether a buffer to residential was needed. The taproom capacity would be approximately 
60 seats. The main focus for Dangerous Man Brewery is the manufacturing of beer. Their Minneapolis 
location is in the middle of a neighborhood and their last call is 8:45 p.m. and closed at 10:00 p.m.  
 
Kate King, Kings 46 Wine Bar spoke in support of the taproom. There was positive comment regarding 
Spilled Grain in Annandale, MN.  
 
A motion was m/s/p, Logas/Paumen to approve Ordinance 2022-01 Amending Ordinance No. 15 of the 
City Code and Section 30 of the Zoning Ordinance regarding Brewer Taprooms.  All present voted in favor. 
 

c. Discuss the ability of the city to pay for the Fire Department Annual Banquet. 
Anderson, City Attorney reported that the city has been reimbursing expenses for the banquet for the past 
6 years. The MN State Auditor and Attorney General has an opinion that employee meals can’t be paid for 
with taxpayer dollars. Anderson suggested that next year the Fire Department have a different plan for 
paying for the event such as Fire Relief General funds. Anderson commented that amending the policy is 
not the correct way to do this. Council members commented that they use to pay for their own meals 
when attending the banquet prior to 2015. Anderson reported door prizes and meals are not covered 
under the State Auditors opinion. 
 
Peterson, Fire Chief reported that he contacted the Ryan Schmidt, Schlenner Wenner, City Auditors and he 
said that as long as a dollar amount is in the Employee Recognition policy there would not be an issue. The 
current policy is from 2007 but does not specifically note the Fire Department but does allow for the city 
employees to have an annual picnic.  
 
Table this item until Dave Anderson, City Attorney; Steve Peterson, Fire Chief; Renee Eckerly, City 
Administrator and Ryan Schmidt, Schlenner Wenner can meet and discuss. 
 

d. Motion to approve paying detailed invoices that were related to the Fire Department Banquet 
in January 2022 in the amount of $3,060.73. 

 
A motion was m/s/p, Ballweber/Logas to approve paying detailed invoices that were related to the Fire 
Department Banquet in January 2022 in the amount of $3,060.73.  All present voted in favor. 
 

e. Presentation of the Fire Departments 2023 Budget – Steve Peterson, Fire Chief 
Table this item until banquet issue is resolved. 

f. Motion to approve Ordinance 2022-02 Amending Chapter 11 Regarding Park Board Membership 
and Terms from 7 to 5 members with staggering terms. 
 

A motion was m/s/p, Haack/Ballweber to approve Ordinance 2022-02 Amending Chapter 11 Regarding 
Park Board Membership and Terms from 7 to 5 members with staggering terms.  All present voted in favor. 

 
Motion to Appoint to the Park Board Bruce Ballweber (Council), Deb Geyen (Council), Tonya 
Tufte (resident), Tana Fobbe (Maple Lake School/Community Ed Director), Bill Korpela Jr 
(resident).  
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A motion was m/s/p, Geyen/Haack to appoint to the Park Board Bruce Ballweber (Council), Deb Geyen 
(Council), Tonya Tufte (resident), Tana Fobbe (Maple Lake School/Community Ed Director), Bill Korpela Jr 
(resident).  All present voted in favor. 
 

g. Motion to approve Resolution 2022-10 Designating Polling Place for 2022 Elections After 
Redistricting 
 

A motion was m/s/p, Geyen/Logas to approve Resolution 2022-10 Designating Polling Place for 2022 
Elections After Redistricting.  All present voted in favor. 
 
Old / Other Business 

a. Motion to approve the purchase of 18 hanging flower baskets from Carlsons Wholesale 
Greenhouses LLC for $1,005.40. 

There was discussion that the flower baskets should be 16 inch, not the 14 inch noted on the invoice. 
Public Works will pick up the baskets to ensure the correct hanging hooks are attached.  
 
A motion was m/s/p, Ballweber/Haack to approve the purchase of 18 hanging flower 16-inch baskets from 
Carlsons Wholesale Greenhouses LLC to not exceed $1,500.00.  All present voted in favor. 
 

b. Discuss Recommendation from Planning Commission to Replace Don Grant with Mike Rowe. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Haack/Paumen to appoint Mike Rowe to replace Don Grant on the Planning 
Commission.  All present voted in favor. 
 

c. Informational: Discuss the League of Minnesota Cities Annual Conference, June 22 – 24, 
2022 in Duluth. Hotels rooms fill up fast, so reservations need to be made asap. 

d. Informational: Discuss the LMC Legislative Day at the Capital, April 20, 2022, in St. Paul. 
Hotel rooms fill up fast, so reservations need to be made asap. 

e. Informational: Notice of Assessment – Local Board of Appeal & Equalization 
f. Informational: Notice of Public Hearings from Wright County on Friday, March 18, 2022: 

• Timothy Kinsky, 4406 Fillmore Ave NW 
• Barry Zander, 3487 Hendricks Drive 

g. Informational: Data Regarding Employee Injuries 
h. Informational: FY 2025 Highway Rail Grade Crossing Project – Birch Avenue 

 
Al Hudek, Public Works Director spoke regarding that there won’t be a seal coating project this year, but 
there will be a crack filling project. The trees on Birch Avenue downtown need to have something done 
with them because they are causing the sidewalk to heave. Hudek suggested replacing the trees with huge 
flower pots that could be removed in the Fall for snow removal. There was concern about removing trees 
would also remove the Christmas lights in the winter. The new mower has been delivered and the new 
sweeper should be delivered by the end of the month. The tractor to do sidewalks had to be sent back and 
it has been returned repaired under warranty.  
 

i. Committee Reports: 
• 03/03/2022 Airport Commission Meeting (Logas/Haack) 

Logas reported that the date for the next hangar inspection was set for June 1, 2022 at 5:00 p.m. The 
budget was discussed and reviewed grant payments. Pavement conditions were reviewed and crack/seal 
will be done this summer. It was suggested to find a single car garage that could be moved onto the 
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airport property to house the courtesy car. There was discussion as to what can be done to generate more 
revenue such as new hangars. But MNDOT doesn’t help pay for new hangars. 

• 03/07/2022 Fire Board Meeting (Eckerly) 
Eckerly reported there were 5 townships present and Peterson, Fire Chief reviewed the 2023 budget. 

• 03/08/2022 Planning Commission Meeting (Paumen) 
Paumen reported that the taproom was discussed most of the meeting along with the replacement for Don Grant. 
 
Add March 15, 2022 Library Board Meeting report to the April Committee meeting. 
 
CLOSED SESSION - Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, section 13D.05, subdivision 3(b), the meeting will be closed 
pursuant to the attorney-client privilege to engage in confidential attorney-client communications and strategy 
related to potential civil litigation regarding right-of-way encroachments and code violations at 118 1st Street E and 
110 Birch Street S, Maple Lake MN. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Geyen/Logas to go into closed session pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, section 13D.05, 3(b) to 
discuss right-of-way encroachment at 118 First Street East and 110 Birch Street South, and potential litigation related 
to the same. Dave Anderson, City Attorney from Kennedy & Graven, is present to discuss the merits of litigation related 
to said encroachments and violations and the city’s options and strategies moving forward. The need for 
confidentiality in discussing this matter with the city attorney outweighs the purposes of the open meeting law 
because legal counsel intends to frankly discuss strategy and merits of potential claims prior to authorizing litigation.  
All present voted in favor. 
 
John Haack requested to comment. City Attorney Anderson stated that would cause a conflict and Haack was asked to 
leave. 
 
Regular session was recessed at 8:25 p.m. 
 
A motion was m/s/p, Logas/Geyen to close the closed session and return to the regular City Council session.  All 
present voted in favor. 
 
Regular session was re-opened at 9:15 p.m. and John Haack returned. 

 
Announcements / Dates to Remember 

March 2022 dates to remember 
• Library Board Meeting, Tuesday, March 15, 2022, at 5:30 p.m. 
• Special Planning Commission Meeting, Tuesday, March 29, 2022, at 6:00 p.m. 

 
April 2022 dates to remember. 

• City Council Meeting, Tuesday, April 5, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. 
• Chamber Meeting, Wednesday, April 6, 2022, at noon at The V 
• Wine Club, Wednesday, April 6, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. at the American Legion 
• Park Committee Meeting, Monday, April 11, 2022, at 4:30 p.m. 
• Planning Commission Meeting, Tuesday, April 12, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. 
• Open Book-Local Board of Appeal & Equalization, April 14, 2022, from 3-7 p.m. Wright County  
   Government Center, 3650 Braddock Ave NE, Ste 1700, Buffalo 
• City Council Meeting, Tuesday, April 19, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. 
• League of MN Cities – Legislative Day On the Hill, Wednesday, April 20, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. St. Paul 
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Geyen thanked everyone for the great job on the St. Patrick’s day parade, especially the Public Works Department. 
 
Ballweber reported that a citizen came to him regarding an issue. According to the League of Minnesota Cities, the 
role of the City Council is to enact policy, rules and laws that are good for the city. The Mayor conducts the meetings 
of the City Council and acts as a ceremonial head of the city. Not to direct city staff to do her bidding.  Why is the 
Mayor at the city hall for 10 or more hours a week sometimes after regular business hours. What is going on? If in 
fact, the Mayor is taking time away from staff from doing their respective jobs that time adds up and costs the 
taxpayers money. I, myself, have come to City Hall since being voted in as a council person and asked questions about 
how certain things work and how to get a better understanding of city government. I go there to get my answers and 
leave. If I am in the wrong, I apologize. At this time, I feel there needs to be an explanation why the Mayor feels she 
has to come to the City Hall as often as she does. This is my question. 
 
Geyen stated she is not here for 10 hours. 
 
Logas stated that she had a call today wanting to know if the City Administrator was an hourly or salary employee 
because they have gone by city hall numerous times – it could be on a Saturday or 8:30 p.m. at night. So, I know 
people are looking at city hall. I know Renee is putting in a lot of hours. Are you putting in a lot of hours because there 
is a lot of undue burden of things being asked of you to do. I know you are training the new people that are here. 
Logas has also had people ask her about water bills. So is there so many things being  asked of you that you can’t keep 
up.  
 
Eckerly stated that the administration office is behind because everything they have to do they have to research. 
Research takes time. She is working on minutes, doing research on the banquet issue regarding the Fire Department, 
PSN utility payments had an issue. Research takes time. David Brown, new Deputy Clerk is taking on accounts 
receivable and learning how to get the airport hangar invoices out. When staff have questions, they have no one to 
ask but Eckerly. She is trying to do minutes, do research, conduct conference calls, train staff and do all the tasks 
asked of her. She can’t get it all done.  
 
Council suggested another staff member come and take minutes at the Council and Committee meetings. Eckerly 
commented that she has no one with experience to do that. Eckerly can present to the Council all minutes from every 
meeting with just motions and no extra summary of conversation. Haack wants minutes published in the newspaper.  
Council refused to take action to publish minutes in the newspaper since they are posted on the city website. 
Everything has to be done for the audit. Eckerly is trying to get as much done as possible but staff has to learn how to 
accomplish the tasks which takes time. Eckerly volunteered to resign if Council didn’t feel she was performing the job 
they had hired her to do. Council didn’t want her resignation just to understand why she is having to work so much 
and if she is being unduly burdened by Council members. Geyen stated she only comes to sign checks. 
 

Adjournment 
 

A motion was m/s/p, Ballweber/Logas to adjourn at 9:33 p.m.  All present voted in favor. 

        Attest, 

 

        Renee Eckerly 
        City Administrator 

 
 


